CJ Weekly Alert
September 16 - 22, 2008
 

 

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. 

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
***********************
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A – THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

For more information about these and other announcements, visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

Friday, September 19, 2008:  Governor’s Latino Summit 2008, highlighting the Governor’s major initiatives in the Latino Community in the areas of education, health, economic development and public safety.  9 am – 4:00 pm, at John Tyler Community College in Chester.  Registration is now closed.  VLAB@governor.virginia.gov or http://www.vlab.virginia.gov 

Monday - Wednesday, September 22 - 24, 2008:  Computer4Kids Training, 5 – 7 pm.  Want to help a Latino child learn about computers?  Computer4Kids will be offering training to interested mentors.  For more information:  817-1121, info@computers4kids.net or http://www.computers4kids.net/train.html 

Bilingual Employment Sought In Charlottesville:  Rising senior at UVA, focusing on public health and very interested in Latin American health issues, wants to volunteer.  Knowledge of Spanish. Please contact Matt Moynihan, mjm2rf@virginia.edu  Also, experienced interpreter, translator and language instructor is exploring part-time employment opportunities in these fields as well as in Christian ministries, counseling and other social services related areas.  Contact Elizabeth Norfrey at  davidneliz@juno.com or 434-806-1129 (cell).
**********************

B – VOLUNTEER:  BE A MENTOR TO A DESERVING CHILD
The most well-known names in children’s programs - the Girl Scouts, the Boy Scouts, Big Brothers Big Sisters, and the Boys & Girls Club - would like to expand their efforts into the Cville Latino community.  To do so, they need adult mentors (Latino or bilingual preferred but sometimes not necessary) and referrals of Latino children.  Time commitments are very compatible with work or study schedules since they are flexible and require only a few hours each week.  

Representatives from these groups, as well as from Computers4Kids and Camping for All, were introduced at last week’s CJ Plenary.  Computers4Kids indicated they have several limited English speaking students but not enough mentors. For a brief overview of the plenary and contact information for all of these groups, please visit
http://www.cj-network.org/cjplmin/2008/CJPlenary091008.doc
Think about helping a child who could greatly benefit from a few hours of your time.  Sign up as a mentor and also talk to your colleagues, church and other community groups about doing so.

**********************

C – VOLUNTEER TO SURVEY LATINO NEIGHBORHOODS
As part of a state-wide effort, the American Red Cross and Creciendo Juntos are seeking proficient Spanish speakers to serve as community volunteers to conduct a two-part survey in Charlottesville addressing both fire safety and motives behind Latino immigration.  Canvassing will occur throughout the fall, and locations include local Charlottesville Latino neighborhoods and community events. In addition to conducting the survey, volunteers will be asked to briefly educate residents on fire safety and to hand out information on community resources that are available to local Latinos.  UVA Students and other interested in participating in this effort should contact Amy Frazier Yoder, frazieryoder@virginia.edu or visit http://cville-survey.wikispaces.com The results of the survey, being conducted in Cville, Richmond and elsewhere, will be presented at an all day forum in Richmond on December 5.  

***********************

D - VOLUNTEER TO REGISTER LATINOS TO VOTE
In Virginia, roughly 149,000 Hispanics are citizens of voting age, making up nearly 3 percent of the state's eligible voters. That makes it the 28th-largest Hispanic voter population in the U.S. (Pew Hispanic Center, 9/2008).

Join the local Obama campaign, registering Latinos to vote and talking with them about Obama.  Our next door to door canvassing effort in Latino neighborhoods will be Saturday, September 20, from 10 am – the afternoon.  For information or to volunteer to help out some of all of Saturday, contact Toby Lyons, Latino Outreach Coordinator for Obama in Charlottesville, at (434) 760-0604 or toblerkl@yahoo.com
***********************

E - MEET KAREN VALENCIA!
Every other month CJ’s website profiles a Latino/a - from Charlottesville, Albemarle County or a nearby locality - who is engaged in initiatives that benefit the Latino community and/or enhance awareness about it. Since its beginning in April 2006, the section has recognized personalities from the media, non-profits, small businesses, and a UVA administrator and student.  Presently, CJ is featuring Karen Valencia.

Karen was born in Bogota, Colombia. She came to the U.S. when she was 19. In Colombia she attended the Politécnico Gran Colombiano University for English classes and Marketing. Prior to moving to Virginia, she lived in Austin, Texas where she worked full time at various jobs to finance her education, and enrolled in school part-time to study English and Business Administration. She has been living in Virginia since 2000 and has always worked in positions related to healthcare. She received her certificate as a Medical Interpreter through Bridging the Gap in 2000, and has worked as an Interpreter, not only in hospital settings but also in courts, schools, and social services. She graduated from Piedmont Virginia Community College with an Associate’s degree in Business and currently holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration and Human Resource Management from the American Intercontinental University. She works as a Spanish Interpreter for the University of Virginia Health System where she daily helps many Spanish speaking families. She mainly works in the Pediatric area of the Hospital and helps families with not only their children’s appointments but Spanish community resources, Medicaid, insurance and financial assistance, billing, and much more. “I love my job as an Interpreter and as an advocate of my community to help overcome language barriers.” She also volunteers for Piedmont Housing Alliance, helping with translations and interpreting and as a facilitator and speaker for VHDA Spanish seminars for first time home buyers. Karen can be reached at kvalencia@piedmonthousing.org 

To view previous profiles, visit: http://www.cj-network.org/cjlatarea/profile_arc.html 

To recommend a future profile, email lhemby@albemarle.org Our next featured profile will be Ingrid Ramos from the League of Therapists.

***********************

F - DILCIA COLINDRES IS NOW SHE’S ADVOCATE FOR LATINOS

Almost everyone who works with Latinos in the Cville area knows Dilcia Colindres, whose long resume includes working at CHIP, and most recently at the Shelter for Help in Emergency (SHE) where she has been assisting English speaking Clients.  Effective last week, Dilcia will be SHE’s advocate for Latinos.  For referrals, Dilcia can be reached at   dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org 

***********************

G - SATURDAY MORNINGS:  FREE SPANISH CONVERSATION CLASS

Spain on Main is offering free Sat chat classes in Spanish, every Saturday morning at 9am-10am in its classroom at the Pink Building. 

Spain on Main offers many Spanish classes, from beginners to advance, and offers a 15% discount to CJ members. Check out the list of classes at: http://www.spainonmain.com  If you don’t see anything there you like or need, as a group or individual, contact Christina Ball at 825-4390.
For other opportunities to improve your conversational Spanish visit 

http://www.cj-network.org/learn_sp.html 
***********************

H - THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23:  COMMUNITY INVITED TO SPEAK ON IMMIGRATION ISSUES

The Governor's Commission on Immigration will hold its final public hearing in Richmond.  Area residents are invited to present comments to the Commission on Tuesday, Sept. 23 from 6-9 p.m. in House Room D of the General Assembly Building, 900 E. Broad Street in Richmond.  The Commission is seeking public input on how immigration issues are affecting Virginia.   The public is encouraged to comment on immigration issues specifically related to Central Virginia.  The Richmond public hearing is the only one scheduled for the area and the final of five around the Commonwealth.  Hearings have already been held in Fairfax, Norfolk, Roanoke and Harrisonburg.  Public comment will be limited to three minutes per person. Sign up 

for public comment will begin onsite at 5:30 p.m. Written comments also can be submitted to the Commission through Sept. 30 via e-mail at immigration.commission@governor.virginia.gov 

Prior to the public hearing, the Commission will hold its regular meeting from 2-5 p.m.  The meeting is open to the public; however, public comment will not begin until 6 p.m.

The Governor's Commission on Immigration is charged with studying, reporting and making recommendations to address the costs and benefits of immigration on the Commonwealth related to education, health care, law enforcement, local demands for services, the economy and the effects of federal immigration and funding policies.  The Commission is chaired by Senator John Watkins (R-Powhatan).  For more information, contact Matt Gross at (804) 726-7087, or matt.gross@dss.virginia.gov  or visit http://www.hhr.virginia.gov/Initiatives/ImmigrationCommission 

***********************

I –UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES
Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals looking for work or job openings), visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

September 30 - November 13, 2008:  Volunteer Training for the Sexual Assault Resource Agency; a 40-hour training for community volunteers who want to serve on our 24-hour hotline.  Contact Laurie Jean at LaurieJean@Ntelos.net or 434.295.7273
October 2008:  Diverse classes offered in Spanish by Albemarle County.  Contact Gloria Rockhold at 295-5803 or grockhold@k12albemarle.org or visit the section La Comunidad Latina on http://www.opendoors1.org/albemarle/ClassCatalog.aspx 

Tuesday, October 7, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4 – 5 pm at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Thursday, October 9, 2008: CJ Panel -  Immigration Raids & Latino Children.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 

Saturday, October 25, 2008:  CJ Annual Help Fair, from 2:00 – 5:00 pm at the Word of Faith Church, next to Albemarle High School, on the corner of Lambs & Hydraulic Roads.  The annual CJ Help Fair offers outreach and networking opportunities to service providers working in the areas of health, housing, education, employment, and social services.  If you are a service provider and would like to participate,  and/or are interested in donating funds, food or door prizes, or being an interpreter, please contact Martha Trujillo at (434) 972-1703 or mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org  before September 26.

Tuesday, November 11, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4 – 5 pm at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Thursday, November 13, 2008: CJ-ASG Workshop: AIDS/HIV in The Latino Community.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 
Thursday, December 11, 2008: CJ Presentation – Police Experiences & Perceptions of the Latino Community in Albemarle County.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2008:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).

***********************
This Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.
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