CJ Weekly Alert
Sept 2 - 8, 2008
 

 

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. 

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
 
***********************
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THIS MONTH’S CJ PLENARY:  WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 ROUNDTABLE:  BECOME INVOLVED HELPING LOCAL LATINO CHILDREN!

Each month, except during July and August, Creciendo Juntos (CJ) offers a monthly plenary, a free, public event – roundtable, panel, workshop, presentation, etc. – to increase knowledge of the local Latino population and enhance efforts to serve it.  

The September plenary will be a roundtable:  “Learning from, Contributing to, and Networking with the Boys & Girls Club, Big Brothers Big Sisters and Girls Scouts.”   It will include local managers of these programs and a representative from Computer4Kids.  The event offers an excellent opportunity for the public to learn about these programs, recommend Latino children, and consider becoming a mentor. The CJ Roundtable will also generate ideas and resources to expand these programs into the Latino community.  Join us to learn, network and explore partnership opportunities.  ** 10 – 11:30 am, Albemarle County Building/5th Street Extd, Room A.  Registration begins at 9:45 am. For details: http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html
***********************

A – THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

For more information about these and other announcements, visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 
Now thru Wednesday, September 17, 2008: UVA Photo Exhibit - We Have to Dream While Awake:  Courage and Change in El Salvador.  UVA’s Newcomb Hall Art Gallery.  
Monday September 8, 2008:  Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9 am at SHE’s Administrative Office, 1410 Sachem Place (by Albemarle High). 
Tuesday, September 9, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4 – 5 pm at PHA.  
Tuesday, September 9, 2008:  UVA Panel - We Have to Dream While Awake:  Courage and Change in El Salvador, 7 – 8:30 p.m., UVA Newcomb Hall Art Gallery.  
Bilingual Employment Sought In Charlottesville:  Rising senior at UVA, focusing on public health and very interested in Latin American health issues, wants to volunteer.  Knowledge of Spanish. Please contact Matt Moynihan, mjm2rf@virginia.edu  Also, experienced interpreter, translator and language instructor is exploring part-time employment opportunities in these fields as well as in Christian ministries, counseling and other social services related areas.  Contact Elizabeth Norfrey at  davidneliz@juno.com or 434-806-1129 (cell).
**********************

B – SEPTEMBER 9:  ENGLISH CLASSES AT SOUTHWOOD
Albemarle County Schools will be starting up English classes for adults in Southwood on Tuesday, September 9.  Classes, for beginners and advanced learners, will be held on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6:30 – 8:30 pm, in the Habitat building (store).  They cost $25 a semestre.  Classes will run the course of the school year.  For more information, contact Paula Mehring at (434) 295-7936.  For a flyer in Spanish, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjcomm_ann/docs_2008/FlyerEngClasses.doc 

**********************

C – ALBEMARLE COUNTY OFFERS AN ARRAY OF ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES TO SPANISH SPEAKERS
With the help of Gloria Rockhold, Coordinator, Latino Career & Community Relations for Albemarle Public Schools, the county is offering several courses in October to Spanish speakers.  They include:   Academia para Padres de Familia, equipping parents with tools to help their children academically (Gloria Rockhold);   Autores Latinos – Cuentos, reading and discussing a story by a Latin American author (Gloria Rockhold);  Introduccion a la Computadora, introduction to computers for beginners that includes obtaining an email addess (Michael Reagan);   Introduccion al Internet, introduction to Internet for those who have a basic knowledge of it;  Leer y Escribir en Espanol, focusing on basic reading and writing skills (Marcela Courtade);  Maneje su-Presupuesto Familiar , the basics of budgeting and having a savings and checking account (Rusty Carlock);  Nutricion - iTenga mas energia, learning how to make good decisions when it comes to feeding your family (Dilcia Colindres);  and Salud de la Mujer, tips on improving women’s health (Dilcia Colindres).  Classes are held in the evenings and cost between $10 and $35.  For more information visit the section La Comunidad Latina on http://www.opendoors1.org/albemarle/ClassCatalog.aspx or contact Gloria at 295-5803 or grockhold@k12albemarle.org 
For all immigrants, Albemarle County is also offering a wide variety of English classes this fall:  General ESOL and ESOL GED Classes ($75/Semester), Communication Skills 1 ($125), Communications Skills 2 ($125), Pronunciation Skills ($150), TOEFL Preparation Class ($175), and new this fall U.S. Citizenship Preparation ($25).  For more information and to register, visit http://schoolcenter.k12albemarle.org/education/dept/dept.php?sectionid=1806 
***********************

D - SEPTEMBER 15, 2008:  PRESENTATION - CHURCH OF THE POOR
Join Rhonda Miska, Social Justice Minister for Incarnation Church, for a presentation and informal discussion about the connection between faith and work for justice.  Rhonda had the wonderful opportunity to study with Gustavo Gutierrez (Peruvian priest and theologian) this summer at Boston College.  He taught a course entitled "Church of the Poor" about liberation theology, social justice, and the preferential option for the poor.  ** Date:  Monday, September 15 ** Time:  7 – 8:30 pm  ** Location:  Incarnation Church, Room 7 (Behind Toys R Us)  For more information, please contact Rhonda at:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 
***********************

E - GOVERNOR KAINE CONFIRMED FOR VIRGINIA LATINO SUMMIT SEPTEMBER 19

Virginia Governor Tim Kaine has confirmed his attendance at the Governor’s Latino Summit 2008, to be held September 19, 2008, near Richmond.

Organized by the Virginia Latino Advisory Board, the Summit will focus on informing and networking with service providers working with the Latino community. Participants will be given:

· Tools for Optimizing Education for Latinos

· Tools to Access Healthcare Services and to Eliminate Barriers for Latinos

· Tools to Help Latinos Achieve Economic Prosperity

· Tools to Promote Public Safety in the Latino Community

13101 Jefferson Davis Hwy, Chester, VA  8:30 – 4:30.  Free – Registration required.

Registration is still open at www.vlab.virginia.gov, but seating is limited.

***********************

F –UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES
Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals looking for work or job openings), visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

Wednesday, September 10, 2008: CJ Roundtable - Learning from, Contributing to, and Networking with the Boys & Girls Club, Big Brothers Big Sisters and Girls Scouts. 10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 
Wednesday, September 10 - 12, 2008:  Cultural Competence in Systems of Care Conference in Portsmouth.  Contact: Cecily.Rodriguez@co.dmhmrsas.virginia.gov  or 804/786-5872

Saturday, September 13, 2008:  Celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month at the Qué Pasa Festival in Richmond; includes headliner musical talent; folkloric dancing performances; arts and crafts; authentic food vendors - showcasing various types of Hispanic foods from several regions; a kid's area and much more. http://quepasafestival.com
Friday, September 19, 2008:  Governor’s Latino Summit 2008, highlighting the Governor’s major initiatives in the Latino Community in the areas of education, health, economic development and public safety.  9 am – 4:00 pm, at John Tyler Community College in Chester.  $10 fee (lunch and networking session following the summit). More information, including registration requirements, will be forthcoming in August.  Contact:  Virginia Latino Advisory Board at  VLAB@governor.virginia.gov or http://www.vlab.virginia.gov 
Monday - Wednesday, September 22 - 24, 2008:  Computer4Kids Training, 5 – 7 pm.  Want to help a Latino child learn about computers?  Computer4Kids will be offering training to interested mentors.  For more information:  817-1121, info@computers4kids.net or http://www.computers4kids.net/train.html 
September 30 - November 13, 2008:  Volunteer Training for the Sexual Assault Resource Agency; a 40-hour training for community volunteers who want to serve on our 24-hour hotline.  Contact Laurie Jean at LaurieJean@Ntelos.net or 434.295.7273
Tuesday, October 7, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4 – 5 pm at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Thursday, October 9, 2008: CJ Panel -  Immigration Raids & Latino Children.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 

Tuesday, November 11, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4 – 5 pm at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Thursday, November 13, 2008: CJ-ASG Workshop: AIDS/HIV in The Latino Community.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 
Thursday, December 11, 2008: CJ Presentation – Police Experiences & Perceptions of the Latino Community in Albemarle County.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2008:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).

***********************
This Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Peter W. Loach
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