CJ Weekly Alert
September 23 - 29, 2008
 

 

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. 

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
***********************
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A – THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

For more information about these and other announcements, visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

Today!  Speak Out on Immigration Issues (Richmond).  The Governor's Commission on Immigration will hold its final public hearing in Richmond on Tuesday, Sept. 23 from 6-9 p.m. in House Room D of the General Assembly Building, 900 E. Broad Street in Richmond.  The Commission is seeking public input on how immigration issues are affecting Central Virginia.  Hearings have already been held in Fairfax, Norfolk, Roanoke and Harrisonburg.  Public comment will be limited to three minutes per person. Sign up for public comment will begin onsite at 5:30 p.m. For more information, contact Matt Gross at (804) 726-7087, or matt.gross@dss.virginia.gov  or visit http://www.hhr.virginia.gov/Initiatives/ImmigrationCommission 

Monday - Wednesday, September 22 - 24, 2008:  Computer4Kids Training, 5 – 7 pm.  Want to help a Latino child learn about computers?  Computer4Kids will be offering training to interested mentors.  For more information:  817-1121, info@computers4kids.net or http://www.computers4kids.net/train.html 

Saturday, September 27, 2008:  Free Spanish Conversation Class. Spain on Main is offering free Sat chat classes in Spanish, every Saturday morning at 9am-10am in its classroom at the Pink Building.  Spain on Main offers many Spanish classes, from beginners to advance, and offers a 15% discount to CJ members. Check out the list of classes at: http://www.spainonmain.com  If you don’t see anything there you like or need, as a group or individual, contact Christina Ball at 825-4390.

**********************

B – RHONDA MISKA LEAVING INCARNATION CHURCH
After four years on staff, Rhonda Miska will be leaving her position as Social Justice Minister and Hispanic Ministry Coordinator at the Church of the Incarnation.  Her last day will be Wednesday, October 15.  
Where will she go?  Rhonda is currently considering several local options.  She can be reached at:  rmm@incarnationparish.org
Who will take her place?  The leadership at Incarnation is working on filling the open position. 
**********************

C - CJ IN THE NEWS
What is CJ?  CJ, which stands for Creciendo Juntos, or in English, Growing Together, is all agencies and individuals using this Charlottesville network to learn about the local Latino population and contribute to efforts to better serve it vis-a-vis sharing knowledge and resources.  Recently, two articles about CJ and its members have appeared in local papers.  They incluye:
Habla Espanol?

Cville News, September 22, 2008
http://www.c-ville.com/index.php?cat=121304062461064&ShowArticle_ID=11801509083652377 

"Yo no soy de los Estados Unidos"

What one woman had to go through to get to the U.S.
Cville News, September 22, 2008

http://www.c-ville.com/index.php?cat=121304062461064&z_Issue_ID=11801509082827477&ShowArticle_ID=11801509083677864
Program Focuses on Immigrant Outreach

Daily Progress, September 6, 2008

http://www.dailyprogress.com/cdp/news/local/article/program_focuses_on_immigrant_outreach/27397
**********************

D – UPDATE ON CJ’s HEALTH PROMOTER WORKING GROUP
CJ’s Health Promoter Working Group began in May 2007.  Since then, the working group has organized many initiatives.  Most recently, this month it launched a three month health promoter training initiative that includes an array of topics like dental care, nutrition, CPR, family planning, children’s health, domestic violence, sexual violence, substance abuse, cancer, diabetes, hypertension, emotional health, among others. 
For more information about current, past and future initiatives of this group, to join it, or to enjoy online resources it has identified, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html or contact Lindsey Holcomb at lholcomb@sexualassaultresources.org
**********************

E - TRAIN TO BE A SARA VOLUNTEER HOTLINE ADVOCATE

SARA still has some open spaces for new Volunteer Hotline Advocates to be trained this fall from Sept 30 – Nov 13.

We would greatly appreciate if you would send out again to your list-serves the following information:

The Sexual Assault Resource Agency (SARA) offers community members a chance to serve those in need through our 24-hour hotline. Members of the local communities can call this hotline at any time to receive emotional support, crisis intervention, information, and referrals. We provide services to sexual assault survivors, their friends and families, professionals, and the general public. 

The up-coming training is 40-hours in which you will learn the ins and outs of sexual assault and how we can meet this big need in our community. Please contact Laurie Jean at CrisisServicesCoordinator@SexualAssaultResources.org, or visit our website at http://www.SexualAssaultResources.org/Volunteer.htm
**********************

F – FRIDAY AND SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3 & 4, 2008:  FAITH-BASED CONFERENCE ON IMMIGRATION: "A PROMISED LAND, A PERILOUS JOURNEY" - FAITH PERSPECTIVES ON MIGRATION
Father Daniel Groody will lead an Immigration Conference at the Church of the Holy Family at 1279 North Great Neck Road in Virginia Beach, Virginia on Friday evening, October 3rd from 7-9 PM, and Saturday October 4th from 9 AM - 5 PM.  

Father Dan Groody is an Assistant Professor of Theology at the University of Notre Dame, and is the Director of its Center for Latino Spirituality and Culture. He has recently returned from a Sabbatical where he researched world trends in Immigration. He has spent many years working in Latin America, and along the US-Mexican border. He is the author of many books and articles on the topic and is the executive producer of films and documentaries about the immigration issue.

The Conference is set to accomplish specific objectives focused on immigration including the immigration trend caused by globalization, the ethical components of immigration, myths and misinformation surrounding immigration as well as a comprehensive view of the topic lead by a researcher who has recently spent a significant amount of time researching the topic from information repositories located in London, England. 

For more information contact Tim McCarthy at Mccarthyt@aol.com
***********************

G - THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2008:  PANEL - IMMIGRATION RAIDS & THEIR IMPACT ON LATINO CHILDREN
Increasingly, immigration raids are occurring in Virginia and elsewhere at places of work, study, play and at private homes.  Recent surveillance tactics include watching children and their parents outside of Head Start centers and schools during pick up and drop off times and following school buses. These actions by federal Immigration and Customs Enforcement ("ICE") agents, or rumors about them, traumatize Latino children and have been tied to increased absenteeism, lower grades, and emotional problems. 

When undocumented adults are tracked down and deported their children are stranded at day-care centers and schools, taken in custody by social services agencies lacking cultural sensitivity, and handed over to ill-equipped relatives or non-Latino foster care parents. Siblings are suddenly separated or the older ones take charge of younger brothers and sisters.  Other U.S. born Latino children, many who speak little Spanish, accompany their deported parents to Mexico or elsewhere.

This panel will address the impact of immigration raids on Latino children. Sociologist Linda Hemby will moderate, providing an overview of the problem and showing 15 minutes of a March 2008 documentary by journalist Linda Ellerbee, featuring Latino children who describe their lives after immigration raids deported their parents. Courtney Stewart, ESL Coordinator for Albemarle Schools, will share County experiences. Michael Garcia, a bilingual/bicultural Charlottesville mental health provider, will expand on children’s behavioral and emotional responses to separation from their caregiver. And Immigration attorney Eddie Summers will answer related legal questions and encourage schools, social services, and other agencies to prepare for raids. 

Registration will begin at the door at 9:45 am.  This Creciendo Juntos (CJ) event is free, open to the public, and in English (interpreters are available to translate into Spanish or English). Time: 10 am – 11:30 am, Place: Albemarle County Office Building (COB), 1600 5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A (Interstate 64, Exit 120, or from the downtown COB, take McIntyre for 4 miles - the street changes names several times -, the 5th Street Office is ½ mile from Interstate 64, on the left. From UVA, the 5th Street COB is 5 minutes from the stadium via JPA and Old Lynchburg Road, across the street from College Park apartments). For more information about this plenary, visit: www.cj-network.org 
***********************

H - SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2008:  CJ ANNUAL HELP FAIR
The Help Fair will be held  from 2:00 – 5:00 pm at the Word of Faith Church, next to Albemarle High School, on the corner of Lambs & Hydraulic Roads.  

The annual CJ Help Fair offers outreach and networking opportunities to service providers working in the areas of health, housing, education, employment, mentoring, and legal and social services.  If you are a service provider and would like to participate, and/or are interested in donating funds, food or door prizes, or being an interpreter, please contact Martha Trujillo at (434) 972-1703 or mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org  

***********************

I - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES
Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals looking for work or job openings), visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

October 2008:  Diverse classes offered in Spanish by Albemarle County.  Contact Gloria Rockhold at 295-5803 or grockhold@k12albemarle.org or visit the section La Comunidad Latina on http://www.opendoors1.org/albemarle/ClassCatalog.aspx 

Friday and Saturday, October 3 & 4, 2008:  Faith-based Conference on Immigration: "A Promised Land, A Perilous Journey" - Faith Perspectives on Migration.  Father Daniel Groody will lead an Immigration Conference at the Church of the Holy Family at 1279 North Great Neck Road in Virginia Beach, Virginia on Friday evening, October 3rd from 7-9 PM, and Saturday October 4th from 9 AM - 5 PM.  For more information contact Tim McCarthy at Mccarthyt@aol.com 

Saturday, October 4, 2008:  Free Spanish Conversation Class. Spain on Main is offering free Sat chat classes in Spanish, every Saturday morning at 9am-10am in its classroom at the Pink Building.  Contact:  Christina Ball at 825-4390 or visit http://www.spainonmain.com
Tuesday, October 7, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4 – 5 pm at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Thursday, October 9, 2008: CJ Panel -  Immigration Raids & Latino Children.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 

Saturday, October 11, 2008:  Free Spanish Conversation Class. Spain on Main is offering free Sat chat classes in Spanish, every Saturday morning at 9am-10am in its classroom at the Pink Building.  Contact:  Christina Ball at 825-4390 or visit http://www.spainonmain.com
Saturday, October 18, 2008:  Free Spanish Conversation Class. Spain on Main is offering free Sat chat classes in Spanish, every Saturday morning at 9am-10am in its classroom at the Pink Building.  Contact:  Christina Ball at 825-4390 or visit http://www.spainonmain.com
Saturday, October 25, 2008:  CJ Annual Help Fair, from 2:00 – 5:00 pm at the Word of Faith Church, next to Albemarle High School, on the corner of Lambs & Hydraulic Roads.  The annual CJ Help Fair offers outreach and networking opportunities to service providers working in the areas of health, housing, education, employment, and social services.  If you are a service provider and would like to participate,  and/or are interested in donating funds, food or door prizes, or being an interpreter, please contact Martha Trujillo at (434) 972-1703 or mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org  

Saturday, October 25, 2008:  Free Spanish Conversation Class. Spain on Main is offering free Sat chat classes in Spanish, every Saturday morning at 9am-10am in its classroom at the Pink Building.  Contact:  Christina Ball at 825-4390 or visit http://www.spainonmain.com
Saturday, November 1, 2008:  Free Spanish Conversation Class. Spain on Main is offering free Sat chat classes in Spanish, every Saturday morning at 9am-10am in its classroom at the Pink Building.  Contact:  Christina Ball at 825-4390 or visit http://www.spainonmain.com
Saturday, November 8, 2008:  Free Spanish Conversation Class. Spain on Main is offering free Sat chat classes in Spanish, every Saturday morning at 9am-10am in its classroom at the Pink Building.  Contact:  Christina Ball at 825-4390 or visit http://www.spainonmain.com
Tuesday, November 11, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4 – 5 pm at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Thursday, November 13, 2008: CJ-ASG Workshop: AIDS/HIV in The Latino Community.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 
Thursday, December 11, 2008: CJ Presentation – Police Experiences & Perceptions of the Latino Community in Albemarle County.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2008:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).

***********************
This Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Peter W. Loach

Deputy Director of Operations
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