CJ Weekly Alert  
April 14 - 20, 2009
 

 

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
 

For more information about these and other announcements, visit  

http://ww" \t "_blank" 
http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html
  
Monday, April 13, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  New members welcomed! Contact dilciacolindres@msn.com 

April 16, 2009:  Immigrant Advocacy Program Open House.  Lawyers from Legal Aid Justice Center’s Immigrant Advocacy Program explain how they help low-wage workers find fair treatment.  Doug Ford of the Pro-Bono Immigration Project addresses issues related to immigration status. 12 noon - 1:00 pm at 1000 Preston Avenue. RSVP appreciated, Susan Kruse, susan@justice4all.org, 977-0553 ext. 101.
********************** 
B - BILINGUAL EMPLOYMENT VACANCIES

Area employers have requested we circulate announcements about their bilingual job vacancies; below is a list of them.  For more information, visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

Region Ten:  Part-Time Bilingual Prevention Specialist (New)

Region Ten:  Other Bilingual Vacancies (New)

Western State Occupational Therapist (Until filled)

Western State Administrative and Office Specialist II  (New; Deadline: April 16)

Western State Human Service Care Workers (New; Deadline: April 17)   
Western State Security Officer Senior (New; Deadline:  April 17) 

League of Therapists:  Child and Family Therapists (Until Filled)

Nuevas Raíces:  Part Time Bilingual Sales Representative (Until Filled)
***********************

C - CJ MEMBERS IN THE NEWS

CJ is grateful for the attention Nuevas Raíces is giving to featuring articles on Charlottesville Latino service providers who work with area Latinos and on other Latinos who are making important contributions locally.  Some of these articles were written by UVA students involved in a  UVA-CJ-Nuevas Raíces initiative.  [http://www.cj-network.org/cjinitiatives/2009/UVAFeb909.doc]  
Colombian doctor Ivonne López, who has worked with the Rural Health Outreach Project (RHOP) for four years, has invested many volunteer hours in CJ initiatives, especially in the CJ Health Promoter Working Group.  Unfortunately, she will be leaving the area soon. An article about Dr. López, written by UVA students, appeared in the April 9 edition of Nuevas Raíces; read it at http://www.nuevasraices.com/content/templates/articulosnr.asp?articleid=5949&zoneid=6
In March, Nuevas Raíces published two articles on Maritza Gómez and Olga Castillo, Health Promoters trained by Dr. López and others from the CJ Health Promoter Work Group.  The 12 Health Promoters are currently providing medical screenings in Latino neighborhoods and meeting places.  Articles about them are located at:

http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health/docs_2009/ARTHPnuevasraices.doc
http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health/docs_2009/ARTHPMar09.doc
Another CJ volunteer is UVA student and Salvadoran Rolando Méndez, who designed and maintains the CJ website.  Last year he was the recipient of a Virginia Space Grant and on April 9, he was one of 40 graduate and 13 undergraduate students who presented the results of their research.  An article about the event and Rolando will appear in the April 16 edition of Nuevas Raíces; a draft of it is located online at 
http://www.nuevasraices.com/content/templates/articulosnr.asp?articleid=5949&zoneid=6 
***********************

D - NEW ISSUE HIGHLIGHTS LANGUAGE ACCESS ISSUES & MENTAL HEALTH

Please consider taking a look at the most recent newsletter of the Office of Cultural and Linguistic Competence at DMHMRSAS. It contains the following sections: Why Language Access is Vital; Tips for Working with Telephone Interpreters; and Cultural Competence in Mental Health.  You can read the newsletter at

http://www.dmhmrsas.virginia.gov/2008CLC/documents/clc-Newsltr-Vol-02-Ed-02.pdf
For more information, contact:  Cecily Rodriguez, Director, Office of Cultural & Linguistic Competence, Virginia Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation, and Substance Abuse Services, Cecily.Rodriguez@co.dmhmrsas.virginia.gov
***********************

E - BEFORE MAY 1, 2009:  BI-LINGUAL (SPANISH/ENGLISH) SPEAKERS AGES 45-85 NEEDED FOR RESEARCH

The University of Richmond is conducting a study on bilingualism in adulthood and how it relates to cognitive functioning.  The study is supervised by Dr. Jane Berry in collaboration with her research students in the Department of Psychology.  The study has been generously supported by grants from the University Faculty Research Committee and the Undergraduate Research Committee to Dr. Berry and to Ms. Elvira Barron, a junior undergraduate student with a major in Psychology and a minor in Education. Here is an extract from their grant proposal, which describes the purpose of the study:  The overall aim of this study is to clarify the pattern of age differences in executive control functions in Spanish-English bilinguals.  In order to reach this aim the researchers will need to investigate verbal and memory abilities, including working memory and reaction time, in adults who are Spanish-English bilinguals and English monolinguals, and who are between the ages of 45-85 years.  Participants will need to come to the University of Richmond for an interview session that should last about 25-35 minutes per participant.  Each participant will be paid $10 for his or her time. If you are interested in our study, please call 804/287-6004 to set up a date and time to come to the University.  You will be directed to voice mail, which is checked daily.  Someone will contact you within 24-48 hours to set up an appointment.  If you would like to come with a friend, please let us know and we’d be happy to schedule appointments at the same time. 

***********************

F - MAY 4 & 5, 2009:  BALLET HISPANICO AT THE PARAMOUNT THEATRE
May 4, 2009:  Latin Social Dance Class.  Taught by two of Ballet Hispanico’s talented company members, participants at any age and skill level can enjoy taking a turn around the dance floor to the irresistible rhythms of Salsa, one of today s most popular Latin dances. 7:00 – 8:00 pm. Tickets are $10, limited and sold on a first come, first served basis.  For more information, call the box office at:  434/979-1333

May 5, 2009:  Ballet Hispanico at The Paramount Theatre.  Ballet Hispanico is dedicated to exploring, preserving, and expanding the passion of Latino dance. Gathered from around the globe, they bring to the stage not only technical expertise but also a powerful dramatic sensibility and contagious delight to their performances. From the stunning individuality and expressive style of its 13 dancers, to its costumes, lighting and Latin rhythms, everything about Ballet Hispanico is smashingly theatrical. 8:00 pm.  For tickets call the box office at 434/979-1333 or visit www.ballethispanico.org 

***********************

G - MAY 6, 2009:  TRAINING THE TRAINERS "RAID RESPONSE" 

Raids Response Training
Presented by: Hogar Immigrant Services of Catholic Charities & Legal Aid Justice Center – Immigrant Advocacy Program in collaboration with: American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA) DC/VA Chapter, Just Neighbors, National Capital Immigrant Coalition (NCIC) and the Virginia Organizing Project (VOP)
WHO: Community organizers, staff of civil and immigrant rights organizations, clergy, teachers, advocates and anyone who works with the immigrant community.
WHAT: The Raids Response Training will cover immigrants’ rights when questioned by Immigration Customs and Enforcement (ICE) as well as the steps to take once under arrest by ICE or police operating under 287(g). Training materials include a “Know Your Rights” that can be used for immigrant outreach activities.
WHEN: Wednesday, May 6, 2009, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM (Registration begins at 9.45 AM)
RSVP with Edgar Aranda at edgar@justice4all.org or 703-778-3450 by April 30, 2009 so that we may plan accordingly.
WHERE: Dar Al Hijrah Islamic Center, 3159 Row Street, Falls Church, VA 22044
WHY: The goal of this training is to provide raid preparedness and response tools to those who work with the immigrant communities in Virginia to help them prepare those communities in case of raids. Better educating the immigrant community on the role of ICE and the rights of all persons, regardless of immigration status, will benefit those we are tasked to assist and will subdue some of the fear that ensues as a result of raids Having raids response trained organizations and advocates dispersed throughout Virginia will provide immigrant communities with various points of contact for information on their rights and avenues for help.

Future Virginia know your rights trainings will be held in Prince William and Loudoun Counties later this year.  

TALLER RESPUESTA A LAS REDADAS
Presentado por:  Hogar Immigrant Services of Catholic Charities & Legal Aid Justice Center – Immigrant Advocacy Program en colaboración con:  American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA) DC/VA Chapter, Just Neighbors, National Capital Immigrant Coalition (NCIC) and the Virginia Organizing Project (VOP)
Quien: Organizadores comunitarios, personal de las organizaciones civiles e inmigrantes, clérigos, profesores, defensores de los derechos de los inmigrantes y todo aquel que trabaje con la comunidad de inmigrantes.
Qué: El taller de capacitación a la respuesta contra las redadas tratará sobre los derechos de los inmigrantes cuando son interrogados por el Servicio de Inmigración y Control de Aduanas (ICE) así como los pasos a tomar una vez arrestado por ICE o agentes policiales que operan bajo la norma 287(g). Materiales de capacitación incluye “conozca sus derechos” que puede ser usado para las actividades educativas de los inmigrantes.
Cuándo: Miércoles, 06 de mayo 2009, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM (Registración comienza a las 9.45 AM)
Reservaciones con Edgar Aranda al edgar@justice4all.org<mailto:edgar@justice4all.org> o 703-778-3450 hasta el 30 de abril 2009 para efectos de una planificación adecuada.
Dónde: Dar Al Hijrah Islamic Center, 3159 Row Street, Falls Church, VA 22044
Porque: El objetivo de esta capacitación es preparar y equipar a quienes trabajan con la comunidad de inmigrantes en Virginia para responder a las redadas. Educando a la comunidad de inmigrantes acerca del rol de ICE y los derechos de las personas, sin importar el estatus migratorio, beneficiará a aquellos que tienen la tarea de asistir a la comunidad de inmigrantes y amenguará el temor que produce una redada.  Teniendo organizaciones capacitadas para responder a una redada y defensores dispersos en Virginia, brindará a la comunidad de inmigrantes con varios puntos de contacto para obtener información acerca de sus derechos y recursos de apoyo. Durante el año en curso se brindará similares talleres de capacitación en los condados de Prince William y Loudoun.
***********************

H - MAY 14, 2009: CJ PLENARY - THE STATE OF EDUCATION FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS
America's public schools enroll about 5 million English language learners (ELLs) - twice the number from just 15 years ago.  Most of these students with limited English proficiency are not immigrants or recent arrivals. More than three-fourths of the ELL elementary students are native-born; more than half of secondary ELL students are native born. Nearly 8 out of 10 English language learners speak Spanish.  
By the year 2010, over thirty percent of all school-age children will come from homes in which the primary language is not English. 

Educators across the country are working to identify programs to help ELL students and their parents to learn English.

Representatives from Albemarle County Public Schools, including Courtney Stewart, International & ESOL Coordinator, Gloria Rockhold, Coordinator of Latino Community Relations, and Laura Brown, Family Support, will provide an overview of ELL demographics, human stories that relate both challenges and triumphs, and how the County is helping students and their families adjust and succeed in school. 

Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am. The Roundtable will begin promptly at 10:00 am and will be adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. As always, this CJ event will be held in Room A of the Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd. Free – Public Invited. For more information contact Gloria Rockhold at: grockhold@k12albemarle.org 

References:

A March 2009 New York Times article provides a fascinating look at how the two goals of assimilation and English language learning are currently being met around the USA.  Read the article at:  http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/15/us/15immig.html?_r=1&hp
ELLs and the Law: Statutes, Precedents at:
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2009/01/08/17law.h28.html
***********************

I - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Unless indicated, the following are free, in English, and open to the public.  

 

For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or job openings), visit 

http://ww" \t "_blank" 
http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html
  

April 24, 2009:  Practice Your Spanish – Free Monthly Conversation Group at the Gordon Ave Library (off Grady) from 12:30 - 1:30 pm.  Join us with your lunch to practice your Spanish, regardless of your level of fluency.  Contact Danielle at:  daniellj@regionten.org 
Monday, May 4, 2009:  Ballet Hispanico offers dance lesson.  Visit http://www.theparamount.net/calendar_shows_ballethispanico.aspx 
Tuesday, May 5, 2009:  Ballet Hispanico performs at the Paramount in Charlottesville.  Visit

http://www.theparamount.net/calendar_shows_ballethispanico.aspx 
Wednesday, May 6, 2009:  Training the Trainers "Raids Response Training.”  Visit http://www.immigrationadvocates.org/calendar/event.243716-Raids_Response_Training 
Saturday, May 9, 2009:  Charlottesville Festival Of Cultures, from 10 am to 4 pm in Lee Park, (on Market Street, next to the public library, downtown Charlottesville).  For more information visit http://avenue.org/festivalofcultures or contact:  Debra Tuler at Debra.Tuler@ccs.k12.va.us or at (434) 245-2819.

Monday, May 11, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  New members welcomed! Contact dilciacolindres@msn.com 

Thursday, May 14, 2009: CJ Plenary - The State of Education for English Language Learners, 10 – 11:30, Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended.  Registration starts at 9:45.  Presentations about ELL demographics, stories of challenges and triumphs, how the County is helping studens and families adjust and succeed in school, and other topics with Courtney Stewart, International & ESOL Coordinator, Gloria Rockhold, Coordinator of Latino Community Relations, and Laura Brown, Family Support.  Contact Gloria Rockhold at: grockhold@k12albemarle.org 
Monday, June 8, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  New members welcomed! Contact dilciacolindres@msn.com 

Thursday, June 11, 2009: CJ Roundtable.  10 – 11:30, Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended. Registration starts at 9:45. Roundtables are offered three times a year to allow all attendees an opportunity to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in an effort to encourage networking, partnering and other support of these projects and interests. Contact: Dilcia Colindes at dilciacolindres@msn.com
Saturday, October 24, 2009:  CJ Annual Help Fair – Fería de Ayuda from 2-4 pm at Word of Faith Church. Government offices, non-profits, churches, educational institutions, businesses and others serving the Latino community are invited to participate and/or to donate funds, food, music, dance performance, or a door prize.  Contact Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org For overviews of previous CJ Help Fairs, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/cs.html 

 

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2009:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). There are no plenaries in July and August.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. 
***********************

This Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

 

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at 

http://www.cj-network.org/" \t "_blank" 
www.cj-network.org
 , is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

 

 

Dilcia Colindres

Chair, Creciendo Juntos (CJ)

and

Advocate for the Spanish-speaking Community

PO Box 3013

Charlottesville, VA 22903

dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org 
434-963-4676 Ext 4

 

 

