CJ Weekly Alert  
April 21 - 27, 2009
 

 

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
 

 **********************
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
 

For more information about these and other announcements, visit  


http://ww" \t "_blank" 
http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html
  

Friday, April 24, 2009:  Practice Your Spanish – Free Monthly Conversation Group at the Gordon Ave Library (off Grady) from 12:30 - 1:30 pm.  Join us with your lunch to practice your Spanish, regardless of your level of fluency.  Contact Danielle at:  daniellj@regionten.org 
Tuesday, April 28, 2009:  The Hispanic Gala in Richmond from 6:00 – 11:30 pm at the Science Museum of Virginia. For more information visit http://www.thehispanicgala.com/about.html 

********************** 
B - BEST PRACTICE:  INNOVATIVE INTERPRETER & TRANSLATION SERVICE
“Lexington and surrounding Rockbridge County are far from the Mexican border, but more and more Spanish speakers are moving to the area.  That's complicating life for police officers, doctors, teachers and others who speak only English.”  - NPR
On April 14 and 15, WTVF, a local NPR station, broadcasted a report on a Washington & Lee University project serving Latinos in Lexington, Virginia, and sometimes providing services to Charlottesville.  The English for Speakers of Other Languages, or ESOL project, operates a Hotline offering a free, 24-hour translation service for Latinos who need help facilitating communication with English speakers in medical facilities, schools, and businesses.  

To listen to the NPR report, visit

http://www.wvtf.org/news_and_notes/audio/200904150745570.sh_hotline_3.14.2009.mp3
The ESOL has a small webpage at http://esol.wlu.edu  All interested agencies must sign a waiver. For more information or translation assistance over the phone, please call (540) 460-6606 or write esol@wlu.edu, mayocke@wlu.edu, dresdeng@wlu.edu
NOTE:  CJ’s Linda Hemby has approached UVA’s Spanish Department about providing a similar service, an idea that might catch on, especially since the university will soon be offering a Latino Studies major.
***********************

C - MAY 1, 2009:  SOUTHWOOD CHILDREN’S ART EXHIBIT

For the past year and a half, Diana Foster has been directing a program at the Boys & Girls Club at Southwood called Forest Discoveries. In short, in partnership w/ artist Ann Cheeks, they have been making it possible for children to explore the forests near Southwood and then interpret their findings through a variety of art media. “We have compiled the works of 170 children from both the Southwood and Cherry Ave B&GClub units into large-scale collaborative art pieces that will be on display at McGuffey Art Center. At least half of the works were done by the Southwood kids. Our celebratory exhibition opening will be held May 1st from 5:30 to 7:30 PM, and the art will be displayed the entire month of May.”  All events are free. Exhibit signage will be written in both English and Spanish. For more information contact:  dfoster@newventure.com or 964-1022
***********************

D - MAY 1 - 2, 2009:  THE CHANGING FACE OF THE US: LATINOS IN COLLEGE IN THE 21ST CENTURY

The Virginia Latino Higher Education Network is the only statewide organization dedicated exclusively to helping Latino kids get a post high-school education.  The VALHEN Encuentro 2009 and Virginia Tech’s conference “The Changing Face of the US: Latinos in College in the 21st Century” will take place at the Virginia Tech Hotel and Conference Center on May 1st and 2nd, 2009. The agenda, a map, online registration instructions and other information is located at

http://valhen.org For more information contact info@valhen.org
***********************

E - MAY 1, 2009:  PRIMERO DE MAYO LATIN DANCE PARTY

Friday, May 1st, 8-11pm 

At the Speak! Language Center

In the Glass Building at 313 2nd St. S.E. Suite 109 

(entrance faces Garret St.)
$10 at the door

Why wait until the 5th to celebrate Cinco de Mayo? Spain-on-Main is taking advantage of the party-mood early by hosting a LATIN DANCE PARTY with our neighbors Edwin and Amberlyn of Zabor Dance. Singles welcome!  For more information contact Christina Ball, Director, Spain-on- Main at 434/245-8255 or 434/987-0877.

***********************

F - MAY 30 & 31, 2009: MEXICAN CONSULATE VISITS CHARLOTTESVILLE 
On Saturday, May 30 and Sunday May 31, the Mexican Consulate will be at the Incarnation Church in Charlottesville (behind Toys R Us) to help Mexican citizens obtain Mexican passports and IDs. Mexicans must make an appointment in person at Incarnation Church on Fridays in April and May, between 5:30 and 7:00 pm.  For more information (in Spanish), call (434) 960-9561, Monday – Friday, between 6:00 and 7:00 pm. Written information in Spanish is located at: http://www.nuevasraices.com/content/templates/articulosnr.asp?articleid=5928&zoneid=6
***********************

G – BILINGUAL EMPLOYMENT VACANCY AT WESTERN STATE
Western State Hospital is seeking applicants for a Human Service Care Specialist Senior to assist in the implementation of the C5/6 ward program.  This includes assisting in the coordination and implementation of ward-wide and individualized contingency management programs for patients residing on C5/6; developing and implementing Psychosocial Rehabilitation programming to other Western State Hospital patients as assigned; and, collaborating with other direct care disciplines to maximize the quality of care. Knowledge, skills, and abilities required to successfully perform the work include the demonstrated ability to communicate with severely and persistently impaired psychiatric patients.  Demonstrated ability to use basic behavioral management technologies to help patients achieve maximal self-care and self-control goals.  Knowledge and demonstrated experience of the Psychosocial Rehabilitation principles and the ability to develop individualized Psychosocial Rehabilitation programming.  Knowledge and application of recovery principles in individual interactions with patients, conducting groups and implementing treatment plans.  Ability to manage contingency management (incentive) programming budgets.  Education and experience for this position includes associates degree (or equivalent) in mental health field preferred; demonstrated experience and competencies in areas of Psychosocial Rehabilitation and basic behavioral management principles; demonstrated experience using Therapeutic Options of Virginia (TOVA) techniques preferred and other competencies to insure the safety of patients and efficacy of interventions provided.  Bi-lingual Spanish and English are highly desired.  Salary: Pay Band 3 (minimum $23,999 annually)  Position:  #634  Submit a completed Virginia state application by 5 p.m. on Friday, May 1, 2009, to Human Resources Management and Development, Western State Hospital, 1301 Richmond Road, P. O. Box 2500 Staunton, Virginia  24402-2500.  For current vacancy listings call 540-332-8315 or visit the web at www.wsh.dmhmrsas.virginia.gov     EEO

For other bilingual job vacancies in Charlottesville and nearby, visit 

http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

***********************

H - NEW STUDIES ON LATINOS (UNDOCUMENTED; SCHOOL DROP OUT RATES; RELATIONSHIP WITH CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM)
A Portrait of Unauthorized Immigrants in the United States (April 2009).  School and other data is available in this new PEW Report that found “Unauthorized immigrants living in the United States are more geographically dispersed than in the past and are more likely than either U.S. born residents or legal immigrants to live in a household with a spouse and children. In addition, a growing share of the children of unauthorized immigrant parents--73%--were born in this country and are U.S. citizens.  Based on March 2008 data collected by the Census Bureau, the Center estimates that unauthorized immigrants are 4% of the nation's population and account for 5.4% of its workforce. Their children, both those who are unauthorized immigrants themselves and those who are U.S. citizens, make up 6.8% of the students enrolled in the nation's elementary and secondary schools.  As of 2008, Virginia is estimated to have the tenth largest unauthorized immigrant population in the United States, with an estimated 300,000 individuals. in Virginia, which ranks 10th in number of illegal immigrants, the unauthorized population quintupled since 1990 to 300,000 and accounts for 4 percent of residents and 5.1 percent of workers.  In 2007, the poverty rate for such children was almost twice as high as for those born to either legal immigrants or U.S.-born parents. Similarly, U.S.-born children of unauthorized immigrants were about twice as likely not to have health insurance in 2008 as those born to legal immigrants and three times as likely as those born to U.S.-born parents.  About three-quarters (76%) of the nation's unauthorized immigrants are Hispanic. The majority of undocumented immigrants (59%) are from Mexico. Significant regional sources of unauthorized immigrants include Asia (11%), Central America (11%), South America (7%), the Caribbean (4%) and the Middle East (less than 2%).”  Read the report at:
http://pewhispanic.org/reports/report.php?ReportID=107
Nearly 9% of Class of '08 Dropped Out in Virginia (April 2009).  An April Washington Post report “Nearly 9% of Class of '08 Dropped Out in Virginia” disclosed that “Nearly 9 percent of Virginia public school students in the Class of 2008 dropped out during their high school years, most showing warning signs such as missing class frequently and repeating grades before giving up on school, state education officials said yesterday. African American, Hispanic and disadvantaged students have respective graduation rates of 73.9, 71.5 and 70.6%.  In Northern Virginia, Alexandria had the highest dropout rate, with 11.1 percent. Loudoun County had one of the lowest, 3.3 percent. The rate was 5.6 percent in Fairfax County. Statewide, Hispanic students were among the most likely to fail to graduate, with nearly 20 percent dropping out.  Nearly 60 percent of Virginia dropouts repeated at least one grade in high school. More than 40 percent were freshmen or 10th-graders who were at least age 17. Dropouts were more likely to miss days of school, and many were students learning English as a second language.  To read the report, visit   

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/04/02/AR2009040203651.html
Review Virginia's 2008 on-time graduation rates at:  http://www.doe.virginia.gov/VDOE/src/

Hispanics and the Criminal Justice System: Low Confidence, High Exposure (April 2009).

Latinos' confidence in the U.S. criminal justice system is closer to the relatively low levels expressed by blacks than to the higher levels expressed by whites, according to a pair of nationwide surveys by the Pew Research Center. Six-in-ten (61%) Hispanics say they have a great deal or a fair amount of confidence that the police in their communities will do a good job enforcing the law, compared with 78% of whites and 55% of blacks. Fewer than half of Latinos say they are confident that Hispanics will be treated fairly by the courts (49%) and police officers (45%).  To read the report, visit http://pewhispanic.org/reports/report.php?ReportID=106 

See Also: A Rising Share: Hispanics and Federal Crime at http://pewhispanic.org/reports/report.php?ReportID=104
***********************

I - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Unless indicated, the following are free, in English, and open to the public.  

 

For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or job openings), visit 

http://ww" \t "_blank" 
http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html
  

Friday, May 1, 2009:  Southwood Children’s Art Exhibit at McGuffey Art Centerfrom 5:30 to 7:30 pm, and the art will be displayed the entire month of May. Free. Exhibit signage will be written in both English and Spanish. Contact:  dfoster@newventure.com 964-1022
Friday, May 1, 2009:  Cinco de Mayo Party from 8-11pm, at the Speak Language Center (formerly Spain-on-Main).  $10 cover.  For more information: Christina Ball, Director, at 434/245-8255 or 434/987-0877.
May 1 - 2, 2009:  The Changing Face Of The Us: Latinos In College In The 21st Century For details visit http://valhen.org or contact info@valhen.org
Monday, May 4, 2009:  Ballet Hispanico offers dance lesson.  Visit http://www.theparamount.net/calendar_shows_ballethispanico.aspx 
Tuesday, May 5, 2009:  Ballet Hispanico performs at the Paramount in Charlottesville.  Visit

http://www.theparamount.net/calendar_shows_ballethispanico.aspx 

Wednesday, May 6, 2009:  Training the Trainers "Raids Response Training.”  Visit http://www.immigrationadvocates.org/calendar/event.243716-Raids_Response_Training 
Saturday, May 9, 2009:  Charlottesville Festival of Cultures, from 10 am to 4 pm in Lee Park, (on Market Street, next to the public library, downtown Charlottesville).  For more information visit http://avenue.org/festivalofcultures or contact:  Debra Tuler at Debra.Tuler@ccs.k12.va.us or at (434) 245-2819.

Monday, May 11, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  New members welcomed! Contact dilciacolindres@msn.com 

Thursday, May 14, 2009: CJ Plenary - The State of Education for English Language Learners, 10 – 11:30, Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended.  Registration starts at 9:45.  Presentations about ELL demographics, stories of challenges and triumphs, how the County is helping studens and families adjust and succeed in school, and other topics with Courtney Stewart, International & ESOL Coordinator, Gloria Rockhold, Coordinator of Latino Community Relations, and Laura Brown, Family Support.  Contact Gloria Rockhold at: grockhold@k12albemarle.org 
Monday, June 8, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  New members welcomed! Contact dilciacolindres@msn.com 

Thursday, June 11, 2009: CJ Roundtable.  10 – 11:30, Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended. Registration starts at 9:45. Roundtables are offered three times a year to allow all attendees an opportunity to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in an effort to encourage networking, partnering and other support of these projects and interests. Contact: Dilcia Colindes at dilciacolindres@msn.com
Saturday, October 24, 2009:  CJ Annual Help Fair – Fería de Ayuda from 2-4 pm at Word of Faith Church. Government offices, non-profits, churches, educational institutions, businesses and others serving the Latino community are invited to participate and/or to donate funds, food, music, dance performance, or a door prize.  Contact Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org For overviews of previous CJ Help Fairs, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/cs.html 

 

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2009:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). There are no plenaries in July and August.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. 
***********************

This Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

 

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at 

http://www.cj-network.org/" \t "_blank" 
www.cj-network.org
 , is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

 

 

Dilcia Colindres

Chair, Creciendo Juntos (CJ)

and

Advocate for the Spanish-speaking Community

PO Box 3013

Charlottesville, VA 22903

dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org 
434-963-4676 Ext 4

 

 

