CJ Weekly Alert  
April 7 - 13, 2009
 

 
The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
 

 **********************
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
 

For more information about these and other announcements, visit  

http://ww" \t "_blank" 
http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html
  
Starting In April 2009:  New Spanish Classes At Spain On Main - Enroll With A Friend And Save! You are invited to try out any first class as a guest to see if the level is right for you!  Information on new classes is located at http://spainonmain.com 
Tuesday, April 7, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Work Group Meeting at 9:00 am at SHE.  Everyone is welcomed. Contact Jan Wolfe at:  jan@rhop-brmc.org  or wlfwmn@gmail.com 

 

Thursday, April 9, 2009: CJ Plenary:  Immigration Bills in the Virginia General Assembly with Tim Freilich, 10 – 11:30, Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended.  Contact Tim Freilich at tim@justice4all.org 

Monday, April 13, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  New members welcomed! Contact dilciacolindres@msn.com 

********************** 
B - APRIL 9, 2009 CJ PLENARY:  VIRGINIA IMMIGRATION POLICY AND THE STATE BUDGET - 2009 GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTIONS AND THEIR IMPACT ON LATINOS
Tim Freilich, Legal Director of the Immigrant Advocacy Program at the Legal Aid Justice Center, will review legislation from the 2009 Virginia General Assembly that impacts Latinos.  Ali Faruk, Policy Analyst for the Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy, will provide information on the 2010 Virginia state budget and its impact on community programs that serve Latinos.

Come hear about state policies and funding and how they will affect your work in the coming year. Registration, with coffee and donuts, begins at 9:45 am. The Plenary will begin promptly at 10:00 am and will be adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. Tables will be available to display your agencies materials. As always, this CJ event will be held in Room A of the Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd. Free – Public Invited. For more information, contact Jon Nafziger at jnafziger@unitedwaytja.org
***********************

C - HELP SEND A CHILD TO 4H SUMMER CAMP

A number of Albemarle County ESOL students would like to attend 4H summer camp.  The kids have loved it and learned a lot in the past.  There are several who have trained to become junior counselors as well. It costs $165 to send each child.  If you would be able to sponsor a child or donate toward a scholarship, or would like more information, please contact Elaine Cecelski at ececelski@k12albemarle.org or Laura Brown at lbrown2@k12albemarle.org
***********************

D - APRIL 24, 2009:  PRACTICE YOUR SPANISH – FREE MONTHLY CONVERSATION GROUP

Danielle Fuentes-Johnson, Region Ten, has booked a room at the Gordon Ave Library (off Grady) on April 24, 2009, from 12:30 - 1:30, to hold the second Spanish language conversation lunch group.  Join us with your lunch to practice your Spanish, regardless of your level of fluency.  For more information, contact Danielle at:  daniellj@regionten.org 
***********************

E – REGION TEN VACANCIES – BILINGUAL APPLICANTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO APPLY

Lisa D'Oliviera, Employment Recruiter, Region Ten, has asked CJ to disseminate the following announcement since the agency is interested in hiring bilingual staff. 
Region Ten Community Services Board provides mental health, mental retardation, and substance abuse services to the city of Charlottesville and the counties of Albemarle, Greene, Nelson, Fluvanna, and Louisa.

One of 40 community service boards (CSBs) in the state of Virginia, Region Ten has a reputation for providing exceptional service to the residents of our community, including adults, children, infants, and families.  Region Ten has become a leader in the field not only because of the professional and caring staff we employ, but also because of the range of innovative services we offer, in an effort to treat every person we serve based upon their individual needs.

Region Ten is one of the largest employers in the Charlottesville area, with over 600 employees.  With our array of services, opportunities exist for direct care staff, social workers, nurses, clinicians, teachers, office staff, administrators, and others looking to make a valuable contribution to their community and work in the human services field.

For a complete list of our job openings and to apply, please visit our website at: www.regionten.org.  You can also apply in person at Region Ten CSB, 502 Old Lynchburg Road, Charlottesville, Virginia; or call 434-970-1392 for an application.

Bilingual applicants are encouraged to apply.  EOE

***********************

F - BILINGUAL WESTERN STATE ADMINISTRATIVE AND OFFICE SPECIALIST II 

Western State Hospital is seeking an individual to serve on the team of Information Center Operators to provide 24-hour, seven days a week, emergency response to hospital alarms, medical emergencies and security dispatching.  Other duties will be to provide a central reception area for the hospital that is capable of directing visitors; contacting on-call personnel for emergencies; and, to provide data entry services for Security and Risk Management Departments.  Applicants must be proficient in the use of a personal computer; multi-line telephone system and other office equipment.   Demonstrated experience in data entry, two-way radio usage and dispatching skills preferred.  Demonstrated ability to maintain confidentiality.  High school graduate or equivalent.  Additional clerical courses or equivalent work experience preferred.  Bi-lingual Spanish and English preferred.  Salary: Pay Band 2 (Minimum - $20,082 annually)  Position: #810  Shift: rotating  Dept: Information Center   Excellent state benefits. 

Submit a completed state application by 5 p.m. on Thursday, April 16, 2009, to Human Resources Management and Development, 1301 Richmond Road, P. O. Box 2500, Staunton, Virginia  24402-2500.  For current vacancy listings call 540-332-8315 or visit the web at www.wsh.dmhmrsas.virginia.gov    EEO

***********************

G - SEVERING A LIFELINE: THE NEGLECT OF CITIZEN CHILDREN IN AMERICA’S IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT POLICY

In October 2008, CJ sponsored a training on Immigration Detentions and Latino Children with Eddie Summers, attorney at the Charlottesville Immigration Center.  
According to Eddie, there is a related report, released in March 2009, that “summarizes the issues surrounding the impact of the current immigration system - specifically raids and removals - on US citizen children. The report brings together many issues such as the failure of ICE to fully take into account humanitarian needs in raids, the trauma to US children from home raids, the fact that the immigration court and system give virtually no weight to the effect of removal on US citizen children, and the likelihood of the US children being effectively deported along with their families.”  Access the report at:  http://www.dorsey.com/probono_severing_lifeline/
Follow up to the October 2008 training includes the section Latino Parents & their Children, located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjimmrights/know_your_rights.html#lat_parents on the CJ website.  This resource contains many references, including local ones, related to the issue of US children of undocumented Latino parents, from reports about the impact of detentions on children to the Preparation for Action Kit (PAK), a bilingual comprehensive guideline (43 pages) to help Latinos prepare for deportation in ways to protect their children and assets and a related bilingual Deportation Preparation Checklist.  

***********************

H - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Unless indicated, the following are free, in English, and open to the public.  

 

For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or job openings), visit 

http://ww" \t "_blank" 
http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html
  

April 16, 2009:  Immigrant Advocacy Program Open House.  Lawyers from Legal Aid Justice Center’s Immigrant Advocacy Program explain how they help low-wage workers find fair treatment.  Doug Ford of the Pro-Bono Immigration Project addresses issues related to immigration status. 12 noon - 1:00 pm at 1000 Preston Avenue. RSVP appreciated, Susan Kruse, susan@justice4all.org, 977-0553 ext. 101.
April 24, 2009:  Practice Your Spanish – Free Monthly Conversation Group at the Gordon Ave Library (off Grady) from 12:30 - 1:30 pm.  Join us with your lunch to practice your Spanish, regardless of your level of fluency.  Contact Danielle at:  daniellj@regionten.org 
Saturday, May 9, 2009:  Charlottesville Festival Of Cultures, from 10 am to 4 pm in Lee Park, (on Market Street, next to the public library, downtown Charlottesville).  For more information visit http://avenue.org/festivalofcultures or contact:  Debra Tuler at Debra.Tuler@ccs.k12.va.us or at (434) 245-2819.

Thursday, May 14, 2009: CJ Plenary - The State of Education for English Language Learners, 10 – 11:30, Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended.  Registration starts at 9:45.  Presentations about ELL demographics, stories of challenges and triumphs, how the County is helping studens and families adjust and succeed in school, and other topics with Courtney Stewart, International & ESOL Coordinator, Gloria Rockhold, Coordinator of Latino Community Relations, and Laura Brown, Family Support.  Contact Gloria Rockhold at: grockhold@k12albemarle.org 
Thursday, June 11, 2009: CJ Roundtable.  10 – 11:30, Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended. Registration starts at 9:45. Roundtables are offered three times a year to allow all attendees an opportunity to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in an effort to encourage networking, partnering and other support of these projects and interests. Contact: Dilcia Colindes at dilciacolindres@msn.com
Saturday, October 24, 2009:  CJ Annual Help Fair – Fería de Ayuda from 2-4 pm at Word of Faith Church. Government offices, non-profits, churches, educational institutions, businesses and others serving the Latino community are invited to participate and/or to donate funds, food, music, dance performance, or a door prize.  Contact Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org For overviews of previous CJ Help Fairs, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/cs.html 

 

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2009:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). There are no plenaries in July and August.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. 
***********************

This Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

 

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at 

http://www.cj-network.org/" \t "_blank" 
www.cj-network.org
 , is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

 

 

Dilcia Colindres

Chair, Creciendo Juntos (CJ)

and

Advocate for the Spanish-speaking Community

PO Box 3013

Charlottesville, VA 22903

dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org 
434-963-4676 Ext 4

 

 

