CJ Weekly Alert  

August 11 - 17, 2009

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org 
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

For more information about these and other announcements, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org  

Every Week:   Wednesday Morning Latina Women’s Support Group.  Free.  Contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434/964-6472 or Dilcia Colindres at 434/963-4676 Ext 4.

Friday, August 14, 2009:  Last day to apply for CHIP Vacancies.

Saturday, August 15, 2009:  Meet Your Neighbor.  This week’s MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR activity will be at Lee Park, from 11 am – 2:00, where there will be free music, fun, and games as well as opportunities for service providers to network with Latinos and others and for Latinos to learn about community resources.  For more information contact Garrett Trent at garrett@hopecommunitycenter.org or visit www.hopecommunitycenter.org 

For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org  

********************** 

B – AUGUST 27, 2009:  WORKSHOP FOR SERVICE PROVIDERS - WHAT TO EXPECT FROM INTERPRETER SERVICES
Neil Rodrigo, from the International Rescue Committee, will discuss important information on using an interpreter, including availability, limitations, expectations, etc.
Place: United Way, 806 East High Street, Charlottesville. Time: 3:30 p.m. To RSVP or for more information, contact Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org  or 972-1701. This event is sponsored by Creciendo Juntos (CJ) and the United Way-Thomas Jefferson Area.
********************** 

C – MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  FALL CJ PLENARIES:  WORKSHOPS, TRAININGS & ROUNDTABLES
From September to June, Creciendo Juntos (CJ) organizes monthly plenaries on the second Thursday of the month; they can be a workshop, panel, presentation, or roundtable.  Below is a list of CJ’s 2009 fall plenaries.  To view the tentative plenary schedule through June 2010, visit the Upcoming Meetings section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org
Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40 am. Each plenary concludes with a question/answer or discussion session and time for networking.  The plenaries are free, open to the public, and in English.  Spanish speakers are welcomed since many who attend the plenaries are bilingual. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am, Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A.  

SEPTEMBER 10, 2009: CJ PLENARY/WORKSHOP - IMPROVING SAFETY AND REDUCING CRIME IN LATINO COMMUNITIES


Southwood, a trailer park of over 350 trailers, the majority inhabited by Latinos, is a perfect case study for crime in the local Latino community. While public intoxication, loud noise, speeding and reckless driving are often cited by residents as common problems, stabbings, robberies and other criminal activities also occur.

This workshop, led by Lt. James Bond, will look at crime in local Latino neighborhoods and ways to control it by focusing on Southwood and interventions there by the Albemarle County Police Department.  Lt. Bond started a Neighborhood Watch in Southwood in February 2009 and since then has held three meetings, in addition to keeping Habitat informed monthly about criminal activities in the trailer park.  In August 2008, Lt. Bond held a meeting at the police department with 15 residents to learn what they view as the major issues.  Based on their concerns, Lt. Bond conducted four law enforcement operations during the evening and early morning hours.
All service providers working with Latinos are encouraged to attend this workshop to learn about crime in Latino neighborhoods and how they can help their Clients avoid perpetuating it or being victimized by it.  For more information, contact Linda Hemby at lhemby@albemarle.org
OCTOBER 8, 2009:  CJ PLENARY - DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN THE LATINO COMMUNITY
Domestic violence is a complicated issue for those born in the U.S.  It is even more difficult for Latinos to deal with because of language barriers, ignorance about community resources and the lack of bilingual service providers, the fear of deportation for some, and misinformation about legal rights. Typically, Latino victims of domestic violence fear being hurt by the very authorities charged with protecting their well being. 
This workshop, facilitated by Aaron Miller (Sexual Assault Resource Agency/SARA), will help service providers learn culturally sensitive solutions to violence in Latino families and how to find effective ways to reach this growing segment of the population.  Presenters will include Dilcia Colindres (Shelter for Help in Emergencies/SHE) and Sandra Abbott (Albemarle County Witness Protection) and will include a showing and discussion of the video Abriendo las Cajas.  For more information, contact Aaron Miller at aemiller@ntelos.net or (434) 295-7273.
NOVEMBER 12, 2009:  CJ PLENARY – IMMIGRATION ADVOCACY TRAINING
While Creciendo Juntos (CJ) does not take a stand on the immigration issue, many in the greater Charlottesville area are interested in knowing what the issues are and what they can do to support pro immigrant legislation.  To respond to this public demand, CJ is providing a training facilitated by Tim Freilich and Reform Immigration for America.  
Tim works for the Legal Aid Justice Center and is the recent recipient of the David Carliner Public Interest Award which recognizes “outstanding mid-career public interest lawyers whose work best exemplifies its namesake's legacy of fearless, uncompromising and creative advocacy on behalf of marginalized people.”  The Reform Immigration for America campaign is a united national effort that brings together individuals and grassroots organizations with the mission to build support for workable comprehensive immigration reform. For more information, contact Tim Freilich at  tim@justice4all.org 

DECEMBER 10, 2009:  CJ ROUNDTABLE 
CJ Roundtables are offered three or four times a year to allow all attendees an opportunity to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in an effort to encourage networking, partnering and other support of these projects and interests.  

For information about previous Roundtables, visit 

http://www.cj-network.org/cjinitiatives/2009/CJRoundtableJun09.doc or
http://www.cj-network.org/cjplmin/2009/CJPlenaryJan09.doc

For more information, contact Linda Hemby at lhemby@albemarle.org 
***********************

G - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

Unless indicated, the following are free, in English, and open to the public.  

For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or job openings), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS SECTION OF THE CJ WEBSITE:  http://www.cj-network.org  

Before September 8, 2009:  Sign up for new Health Promoter Training.  Service providers and others are strongly encouraged to recommend Latinos who reside in Albemarle County to the new Health Promoter Training beginning in September.  Classes will be held from September 14 through October, on Mondays and Thursdays, from 6 to 8 pm, in the Word of Faith Church.  Graduation will be November 5.  The Health Promoter Training, conducted in Spanish, is offered by the CJ Health Promoter Work Group.  Latinos interested in enrolling must do so before September 8 by contacting Maritza Gomez (962-10410) or Olga Castillo (409-7500).  For a Spanish language flyer, including a class schedule, visit the “Community Announcements” webpage on the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org  To learn more about the Health Promoter Work Group, visit www.cj-network.org and click on the Quick Link “Health Promoter Webpage.”

Saturday, August 22, 2009:  Meet Your Neighbor.  This week’s MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR activity will be a Health Workshop & Screening at Rives Park, from 11 am – 2:00, where there will be free music, fun, and games as well as opportunities for service providers to network with Latinos and others and for Latinos to learn about community resources.  For more information contact Garrett Trent at garrett@hopecommunitycenter.org or visit www.hopecommunitycenter.org 

Thursday, August 27, 2009:  CJ & United Way Workshop for Service Providers - What to Expect From Interpreter Services.  3:30 pm at United Way, downtown Cville.   Contact:  Martha Trujillo at 972-1701 or mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org  

Monday, August 31, 2009:  CJ Annual Help Fair Planning Meeting at 10 am at the United Way office (downtown).  Contact Martha Trujillo at 972-1701 or mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org  
Beginning in early September 2009:  Literacy Program in Southwood.  Children, Youth and Families Services (CYFS) will be operating two parenting classes.  Contact Hilary Nagel at (434) 296-4118 ex 238 or hnagel@cyfs.org  ; http://www.cyfs.org  

Tuesday, September 1, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com  , ns7e@virginia.edu  or  aemiller@ntelos.net   For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html  

Thursday, September 10, 2009: CJ Plenary -  Improving Safety and Reducing Crime in Latino Communities:  Albemarle County Police Department’s Southwood Neighborhoood Watch with Lt. James Bond.  10 - 11:30 am; registration and coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. For more information email lhemby@albemarle.org 
September 10 – 11, 2009:  Conference - Advancing Health Equity:  From Theory To Practice (Richmond).  Addressing inequities in health is probably our most significant public health challenge and crosses all disciplines. The goal of the conference is a call to action by stakeholders throughout Virginia to reverse the inequitable distribution of social determinants of health by designing healthy communities.  Agenda, location, sponsorship and other event details are located at  http://www.vdh.state.va.us/healthpolicy/2009conference/documents/sponsorship-document.pdf  

Monday, September 14, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm at Piedmont Housing Alliance (downtown), next to ACAC.  New members are most welcomed.  Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  For more information on the Executive Committee, visit www.cj-network.org  

Saturday, September 26, 2009: Harrisonburg International Festival, noon – 6 pm, at Hillandale Park in Harrisonburg, includes international foods, music, Aztec and other dancers, artists, vendors, storytellers, activities for all ages, a multi-language area, and a cultural fashion show featuring traditional dress.  http://www.harrisonburg-international-festival.org  

Tuesday, October 6, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com  , ns7e@virginia.edu  or  aemiller@ntelos.net   For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html  

Thursday, October 8, 2009: CJ Plenary - Domestic Violence in the Latino Community.  10 - 11:30 am; registration and coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Details will soon be posted in the Community Announcement Section of the CJ website www.cj-network.org  For more information, contact dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org  

Saturday, October 24, 2009:  CJ Annual Help Fair – Fería de Ayuda from 2-4 pm at Word of Faith Church. Government offices, non-profits, churches, educational institutions, businesses and others serving the Latino community are invited to participate and/or to donate funds, food, music, dance performance, or a door prize.  Contact Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org for overviews of previous CJ Help Fairs, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/cs.html 

Thursday, October 29, 2009:  CJ & United Way Workshop for Service Providers - Helping Latinos Negotiate the Paperwork Maze.  3:30 pm at United Way, downtown Cville.   Contact:  Martha Trujillo at 972-1701 or mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 

Thursday, November 12, 2009: CJ Plenary -  Immigration Advocacy Training with Reform Immigration for America. 10 - 11:30 am; registration and coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Details will soon be posted in the Community Announcement Section of the CJ website www.cj-network.org  For more information, contact tim@justice4all.org 

Thursday, December 10, 2009:  CJ Roundtable.  10 - 11:30 am; registration and coffee & donuts begin at 9:45. All area service providers – government, community faith based, academic and others – are encouraged to attend since they will have opportunities to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in and to network, partner and generate other support of these projects and interests.  For more information, contact lhemby@albemarle.org 
NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2009:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:40 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. 

***********************

The weekly CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org    

The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Dilcia Colindres

Chair, Creciendo Juntos (CJ) and

Advocate for the Spanish-speaking Community

PO Box 3013

Charlottesville, VA 22903

dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org  

434-963-4676 Ext. 4

