CJ Weekly Alert  

August 18 - 24, 2009

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org 
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

For more information about these and other announcements, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org  

Saturday, August 22, 2009:  Meet Your Neighbor.  This week’s activity will be a Health Workshop & Screening at Rives Park, from 11 am – 2:00, where there will be free music, fun, and games as well as opportunities for service providers to network with Latinos and others and for Latinos to learn about community resources.  For more information contact Garrett Trent at garrett@hopecommunitycenter.org or visit www.hopecommunitycenter.org 

For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org  

********************** 

B – REFER YOUR LATINO CLIENTS TO NEW PROGRAMS!

Service providers are encouraged to refer their Latino Clients to these free programs:
For Southwood Latinos:   Two programs from Children, Youth and Family Services:  Early Learning Program designed for English and non-English families or caregivers with children ages 0-5 and the Early Literacy/Playgroups for Latino mothers and their young children ages 0-5. Registration before September 1 with Hilary Nagel at (434) 296-4119 ex 238 or at hnagel@cyfs.org  Access flyers at:  http://www.cj-network.org/cjcomm_ann/docs_2009/CYFSflyers.doc 
For Albemarle Latinos:  Free Health Promoter Training sponsored by the CJ Health Promoter Work Group. Registration before September 8.  Access a flyer at:  

http://www.cj-network.org/cjcomm_ann/docs_2009/Promotores.doc 
For Albemarle Latinos:  Strengthening Families Program.  This Region Ten family skills training program will be offered in Spanish in 2010 to Albemarle residents, preferably those living between 29 and Hydraulic Road. To refer your Latino Clients or for more information, contact  Robert Wadden, SFP Manager, Region Ten, 434-972-1881 or robertw@regionten.org 

Ongoing initiative:  Women's Initiative in collaboration with the Shelter for Help in Emergency is offering a support group for Latina women every Wednesday at 10 am at the Word of Faith Church (across the street from Albemarle High School). Transportation and childcare is provided. For more information, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472, or Dilcia Colindres at 434-963-4676 Ext 4.

Other area programs are listed on the CJ website – www.cj-network - in the section Local Latino Focused Initiatives.
********************** 

C – NEW STUDIES AND FACT SHEETS

Performance of Hispanic Students Improving in Virginia Schools.  Last week the Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) standards for the 2008-09 school year were released by the Virginia Department of Education.  “Hispanic” students improved in all categories, narrowing the gap between them and white students.  
http://www.nbc29.com/Global/story.asp?S=10923929
Hispanic Cancer Rates Rise after Immigration to the United States.  Researchers from the University of Miami have reported that cancer rates in Hispanics tend to rise after they immigrate to the United States, perhaps by as much as 40%. While the total cancer rates in Hispanics were lower than those of Whites and African Americans in the United States, they were still higher than those of their countries of origin. http://professional.cancerconsultants.com/oncology_main_news.aspx?id=43923 

Mexican Immigrants: How Many Come? How Many Leave? The flow of immigrants from Mexico to the United States has declined sharply since mid-decade, but there is no evidence of an increase in Mexican-born migrants returning home from the U.S. http://pewhispanic.org/reports/report.php?ReportID=112 

Fast Facts: Immigrants and Health Coverage.  A ten slide power point presentation. http://www.nclr.org/content/publications/detail/58965  
***********************

D - AUGUST 27, 2009:  WORKSHOP FOR SERVICE PROVIDERS - WHAT TO EXPECT FROM INTERPRETER SERVICES
Neil Rodrigo, from the International Rescue Committee, will discuss important information on using an interpreter, including availability, limitations, expectations, etc.

Place: United Way, 806 East High Street, Charlottesville. Time: 3:30 p.m. To RSVP or for more information, contact Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org  or 972-1701. This event is sponsored by Creciendo Juntos (CJ) and the United Way-Thomas Jefferson Area.

***********************

E - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

Unless indicated, the following are free, in English, and open to the public.  

For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or job openings), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS SECTION OF THE CJ WEBSITE:  http://www.cj-network.org  

Monday, August 31, 2009:  CJ Annual Help Fair Planning Meeting at 10 am at the United Way office (downtown).  Contact Martha Trujillo at 972-1701 or mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org  
Tuesday, September 1, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com  , ns7e@virginia.edu  or  aemiller@ntelos.net   For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html  

Thursday, September 10, 2009: CJ Plenary -  Improving Safety and Reducing Crime in Latino Communities:  Albemarle County Police Department’s Southwood Neighborhoood Watch with Lt. James Bond.  10 - 11:30 am; registration and coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. For more information email lhemby@albemarle.org 
September 10 – 11, 2009:  Conference - Advancing Health Equity:  From Theory To Practice (Richmond).  Addressing inequities in health is probably our most significant public health challenge and crosses all disciplines. The goal of the conference is a call to action by stakeholders throughout Virginia to reverse the inequitable distribution of social determinants of health by designing healthy communities.  Agenda, location, sponsorship and other event details are located at  http://www.vdh.state.va.us/healthpolicy/2009conference/documents/sponsorship-document.pdf  

Thursday, September 10, 2009:  CJ Plenary:  Improving Safety and Reducing Crime in Latino Communities.  10 - 11:30 am; registration and coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Details are posted in the Community Announcement Section of the CJ website www.cj-network.org  For more information, contact lhemby@albemarle.org   

Monday, September 14, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm at Piedmont Housing Alliance (downtown), next to ACAC.  New members are most welcomed.  Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  For more information on the Executive Committee, visit www.cj-network.org  

Saturday, September 26, 2009: Harrisonburg International Festival, noon – 6 pm, at Hillandale Park in Harrisonburg, includes international foods, music, Aztec and other dancers, artists, vendors, storytellers, activities for all ages, a multi-language area, and a cultural fashion show featuring traditional dress.  http://www.harrisonburg-international-festival.org  

Tuesday, October 6, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com  , ns7e@virginia.edu  or  aemiller@ntelos.net   For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html  

Thursday, October 8, 2009: CJ Plenary - Domestic Violence in the Latino Community.  10 - 11:30 am; registration and coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Details are posted in the Community Announcement Section of the CJ website www.cj-network.org  For more information, contact dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org  

Saturday, October 24, Tuesday, October 20, 2009:  Cultural Sensitivity Training:  Latinos in Albemarle County, 3 - 4:30 pm in the County building downtown on McIntire, Room 241, with sociologist and CJ Executive Committee member, Linda Hemby.  Sponsored by Albemarle County but open to employees and others.  Registration is required: lwyatt@albemarle.org Last year’s power point presentation is located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjleproblems/CulturalSensitivity.ppt There will be several important changes this year.
2009:  CJ Annual Help Fair – Fería de Ayuda from 2-4 pm at Word of Faith Church. Government offices, non-profits, churches, educational institutions, businesses and others serving the Latino community are invited to participate and/or to donate funds, food, music, dance performance, or a door prize.  Contact Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org  for overviews of previous CJ Help Fairs, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/cs.html  

Thursday, October 29, 2009:  CJ & United Way Workshop for Service Providers - Helping Latinos Negotiate the Paperwork Maze.  3:30 pm at United Way, downtown Cville.   Contact:  Martha Trujillo at 972-1701 or mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 

Thursday, November 12, 2009: CJ Plenary -  How to Get Latinos Counted in the 2010 Census!  10 - 11:30 am; registration and coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Details are posted in the Community Announcement Section of the CJ website www.cj-network.org  For more information, contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org 
Thursday, December 10, 2009:  CJ Roundtable.  10 - 11:30 am; registration and coffee & donuts begin at 9:45. All area service providers – government, community faith based, academic and others – are encouraged to attend since they will have opportunities to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in and to network, partner and generate other support of these projects and interests.  For more information, contact lhemby@albemarle.org 
NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Years 2009 - 2010:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:40 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. 

***********************

The weekly CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org    

The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Dilcia Colindres

Chair, Creciendo Juntos (CJ) and

Advocate for the Spanish-speaking Community

PO Box 3013

Charlottesville, VA 22903

dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org  

434-963-4676 Ext. 4

