CJ Weekly Alert  

August 25 - 31, 2009

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org 
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

For more information about these and other announcements, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org  

Wednesdays:  Women's Initiative in collaboration with the Shelter for Help in Emergency is offering a support group for Latina women every Wednesday at 10 am at the Word of Faith Church (across the street from Albemarle High School). Transportation and childcare is provided. For more information, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472, or Dilcia Colindres at 434-963-4676 Ext 4.

Sign Up Now!  Southwood Latino Families with Children ages 0-5:   Two programs from Children, Youth and Family Services:  Early Learning Program on Wednesdays designed for English and non-English families and the Early Literacy/Playgroup on Fridays for Latino mothers and their young children ages 0-5. Registration before September 1 with Hilary Nagel at (434) 296-4119 ex 238 or at hnagel@cyfs.org  Access new flyers in the Community Announcements section of the CJ website.

Sign Up Albemarle Latinos Before September 8:  Free Health Promoter Training. Offered by the CJ Health Promoter Work Group.  Contact Maritza Gomez (962-10410) or Olga Castillo (409-7500) or for a flyer with a class schedule, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjcomm_ann/docs_2009/Promotores.doc 
Wednesday & Thursday: August 26 & 27:  Cville Adult Learning Center Activities.  For details see below.
Thursday, August 27:  Free Workshop for Service Providers - What to Expect from Interpreter Services.  Neil Rodrigo, from the International Rescue Committee, will discuss important information on using an interpreter, including availability, limitations, expectations, etc. At 3:30 p.m., at United Way, Downtown.  Contact Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org   or 972-1701
Friday, August 28:  Summer Showcase of Southwood Student Artwork.  For details see below.
Friday, August 28:  Gerardo Mejia @ Richmond Outreach Center.  For details see below.
Monday, August 31:  CJ Annual Help Fair Planning Meeting at 10 am at the United Way office (downtown).  Contact Martha Trujillo at 972-1701 or mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org  

Tuesday, September 1:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com  , ns7e@virginia.edu  or  aemiller@ntelos.net   For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html  

For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org  

********************** 

B – WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY: AUGUST 26 & 27, 2009:  CVILLE ADULT LEARNING CENTER ACTIVITIES

Date: Wednesday, August 26, 10 AM

Event: Assessments for Fall GED and ESL Classes
Location: Adult Learning Center, 935A 2nd St, SE, Charlottesville

Assessments take place every Wednesday morning at 10 AM.  No appointment is needed.  ALC offers GED and ESL Classes for area adults.  

Date: Thursday, August 27, 3-6 pm

Event: Open House
Location: Adult Learning Center, 935A 2nd St, SE, Charlottesville

Come to the Adult Learning Center for conversation, tours, and refreshments.  ALC offers GED and ESL Classes for area adults.   

For more information contact Susan Erno, Adult Learning Center, Charlottesville City Schools, at 434/245-2817 or Susan.Erno@ccs.k12.va.us
********************** 

C – FRIDAY, AUGUST 28, 2009:  SUMMER SHOWCASE OF SOUTHWOOD STUDENT ARTWORK

The Bridge Progressive Arts Initiative in collaboration with Albemarle County Public Schools is pleased to present a Summer Showcase of student artwork on Friday, August 28, 2009 at 6 pm at The Bridge PAI. 

This showcase event is the culmination of several summer workshops that took place throughout June and July in at the Southwood Community Center with over 35 students from first to 10th grade participating.  This series of workshops was made possible by many community partners and volunteers who donated their time and creativity with our students.  

Acting, collage-making, and digital photography are all focal points of the various workshops, and the artwork created by students will be on display and for sale at this showcase event. Additionally, the book compilation of the photographs and experiences of the iConnect Photography Workshop students will be available for viewing and purchase. 

The 2009 iConnect Photography Workshop was lead by local photographer Tom Cogill (http://www.tomcogill.com ) and invited students to explore concepts of what is familiar and what is not familiar, through photography and digital manipulation. The workshop provided participants with the opportunity to learn basic digital photography skills while also encouraging exploration and creative problem-solving. 

The Collage class was lead by local artist Shelby Fisher (http://shelbyfischer.com/collage
and the Acting class was lead by Madeline Michel, drama teacher at Monticello High School.

The Bridge PAI is located at 209 Monticello Road, in Charlottesville's Belmont neighborhood. For more information please contact Gloria Rockhold, Albemarle County Public Schools at grockhold@k12albemarle.org or 434-296-5803

***********************

D - FRIDAY, AUGUST 28, 2009:  GERARDO MEJIA @ RICHMOND OUTREACH CENTER

The Richmond Outreach Center will be hosting a free concert featuring Gerardo Mejia. In the 80's Gerardo was a popular Latin (Rap) singer. Better known as Rico Suave. He comes now with a powerful message of transformation with awesome music. You can check him out at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y_Ae6aMlHaY&feature=related For more information: Connie 804-614-5985 or e-mail asears1055@aol.com  Friday, August 28, 2009, 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM. 6255 Warwick Rd Richmond Va 23224. For more info visit www.theroc.com
***********************

E - CJ PLENARY SCHEDULE:  SEPTEMBER – DECEMBER 2009
Between September and June, Creciendo Juntos (CJ) organizes a plenary (monthly encounter) open to the public. The plenaries, from 10 – 11:30 am on the second Thursday of the month, take the form of a workshop, panel, roundtable, or presentation, include a question and answer or discussion period, and end with announcements. Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40 am.

The plenaries are an important communication and training tool, providing useful information about the Latino community and the issues they confront and about programs, events, policy, and resources related to it.  A tentative schedule for September 2009 – June 2010 is located in the Upcoming Meetings section of the CJ website: http://www.cj-network.org  To end the year, we have:  

September 10, 2009: CJ Plenary -  Improving Safety and Reducing Crime in Latino Communities:  Albemarle County Police Department’s Southwood Neighborhoood Watch with Lt. James Bond.  
October 8, 2009: Domestic Violence in the Latino Community
facilitated by Aaron Miller (Sexual Assault Resource Agency) with Dilcia Colindres (Shelter for Help in Emergencies) and Sandra Abbott (Witness Protection Program) and a showing of a short documentary.

November 12, 2009: CJ Plenary -  How to Get Latinos Counted in the 2010 Census!  

December 10, 2009:  CJ Roundtable. All attendees have an opportunity to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in an effort to encourage networking, partnering and other support of these projects and interests.

For more information about these plenaries, visit the Community Announcement section of the CJ website at http://www.cj-network.org  
**********************

F - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

Unless indicated, the following are free, in English, and open to the public.  

For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or job openings), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS SECTION OF THE CJ WEBSITE:  http://www.cj-network.org  

For Albemarle Latinos:  Strengthening Families Program.  This Region Ten family skills training program will be offered in Spanish in 2010 to Albemarle residents, preferably those living between 29 and Hydraulic Road. To refer your Latino Clients or for more information, contact  Robert Wadden, SFP Manager, Region Ten, 434-972-1881 or robertw@regionten.org 
September 10 – 11, 2009:  Conference - Advancing Health Equity:  From Theory To Practice (Richmond).  Addressing inequities in health is probably our most significant public health challenge and crosses all disciplines. The goal of the conference is a call to action by stakeholders throughout Virginia to reverse the inequitable distribution of social determinants of health by designing healthy communities.  Agenda, location, sponsorship and other event details are located at  http://www.vdh.state.va.us/healthpolicy/2009conference/documents/sponsorship-document.pdf  

Monday, September 14, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm at Piedmont Housing Alliance (downtown), next to ACAC.  New members are most welcomed.  Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  For more information on the Executive Committee, visit www.cj-network.org  

Saturday, September 26, 2009: Harrisonburg International Festival, noon – 6 pm, at Hillandale Park in Harrisonburg, includes international foods, music, Aztec and other dancers, artists, vendors, storytellers, activities for all ages, a multi-language area, and a cultural fashion show featuring traditional dress.  http://www.harrisonburg-international-festival.org  

Tuesday, October 6, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com  , ns7e@virginia.edu  or  aemiller@ntelos.net   For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html  
Monday, October 12, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm at Piedmont Housing Alliance (downtown), next to ACAC.  New members are most welcomed.  Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  For more information on the Executive Committee, visit www.cj-network.org  

Tuesday, October 20, 2009:  Cultural Sensitivity Training:  Latinos in Albemarle County, 3 - 4:30 pm in the County building downtown on McIntire, Room 241, with sociologist and CJ Executive Committee member, Linda Hemby.  Sponsored by Albemarle County but open to employees and others.  Registration is required: lwyatt@albemarle.org Last year’s power point presentation is located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjleproblems/CulturalSensitivity.ppt There will be several important changes this year.
Saturday, October 24, 2009:  CJ Annual Help Fair – Fería de Ayuda from 2-4 pm at Word of Faith Church. Government offices, non-profits, churches, educational institutions, businesses and others serving the Latino community are invited to participate and/or to donate funds, food, music, dance performance, or a door prize.  Contact Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org  for overviews of previous CJ Help Fairs, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/cs.html  

Thursday, October 29, 2009:  CJ & United Way Workshop for Service Providers - Helping Latinos Negotiate the Paperwork Maze.  3:30 pm at United Way, downtown Cville.   Contact:  Martha Trujillo at 972-1701 or mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 

Tuesday, November 3, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com  , ns7e@virginia.edu  or  aemiller@ntelos.net   For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html  
Monday, November 9, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm at Piedmont Housing Alliance (downtown), next to ACAC.  New members are most welcomed.  Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  For more information on the Executive Committee, visit www.cj-network.org  

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Years 2009 - 2010:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:40 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. 

***********************

The weekly CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org    

The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Dilcia Colindres

Chair, Creciendo Juntos (CJ) and

Advocate for the Spanish-speaking Community

PO Box 3013

Charlottesville, VA 22903

dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org  

434-963-4676 Ext. 4

