CJ Weekly Alert  

August 4 - 10, 2009

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html 
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

For more information about these and other announcements, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org  

Every Week:   Wednesday Morning Latina Women’s Support Group.  Free.  Contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434/964-6472 or Dilcia Colindres at 434/963-4676 Ext 4.

Tuesday, August 4, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com  , ns7e@virginia.edu  or  aemiller@ntelos.net   For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html  

Tuesday, August 4, 2009:  Southwood Meeting.  See details below.

Saturday, August 8, 2009:  Meet Your Neighbor.  This week’s MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR activity will be at Tonsler Park, from 11 am – 2:00, where there will be free music, fun, and games as well as opportunities for service providers to network with Latinos and others and for Latinos to learn about community resources.  For more information contact Garrett Trent at garrett@hopecommunitycenter.org or visit www.hopecommunitycenter.org 

Monday, August 10, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm at Piedmont Housing Alliance (downtown), next to ACAC.  New members are most welcomed.  Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  For more information on the Executive Committee, visit www.cj-network.org  

For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual  Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org  

********************** 

B – THIS TUESDAY NIGHT:  SOUTHWOOD SERVICE PROVIDERS:  DON’T FORGET TO COME!

Once again, CJ strongly urges all service providers to encourage their Southwood Clients to attend a short Neighborhood Watch Meeting on Tuesday night, August 4, that will follow a Community Cultural Evening sponsored by Albemarle County Police.

The purpose of the event is to help Southwood residents have a friendly family evening to share a pot luck meal and enjoy some live entertainment provided by the “Albemarle Pipes and Drums Bag Pipe Unit”.  Children will be provided with instruction on how to learn and play the game of chess.  Additionally there will be several demonstrations of special services provided by the Police Department, such as the Underwater Recovery Unit and a K-9 dog. There will be also be drawings for door prizes at the conclusion of the evening activities. 

Get your Southwood folks to attend the event and if you can, accompany them!  And don’t forget to bring a contribution to the pot luck!

For additional information please contact: Lieutenant James A. Bond of the Albemarle County Police Department at 1-434-296-5874 or bondj@albemarle.org. 

********************** 

C - GET THE WORD OUT:  HEALTH PROMOTER TRAINING BEGINNING IN SEPTEMBER!

Service providers and others are strongly encouraged to recommend Latinos who reside in Albemarle County to the new Health Promoter Training beginning in September.  Classes will be held from September 14 through October, on Mondays and Thursdays, from 6 to 8 pm, in the Word of Faith Church.  Graduation will be November 5.  The Health Promoter Training, conducted in Spanish, is offered by the CJ Health Promoter Work Group.  Latinos interested in enrolling must do so before September 8 by contacting Maritza Gomez (962-10410) or Olga Castillo (409-7500).  

For a Spanish language flyer, including a class schedule, visit the “Community Announcements” webpage on the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org  To learn more about the Health Promoter Work Group, visit www.cj-network.org and click on the Quick Link “Health Promoter Webpage.”

********************** 

D – SUPPORT CVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT’S IMPORTANT WORK WITH LATINOS 

For two years, Charlottesville Fire Department has held wonderfully authentic Posadas in December, as a way to enhance its relationship with Latinos living in the city, gain their trust, and increase their knowledge about fire safety and other Fire Department issues.

Felipe Mendoza, from State Farm, has helped coordinate the Posadas in his role as a member of Fire Corps, a volunteer body assisting the Department with outreach. He and Mary Loose DeViney, Fire Corps director, welcome Latinos, and service providers working with them, to join Fire Corps and/or to participate in activities to learn more about the Fire Department.  

Service providers and Latinos may want to join the Fire Corps to work on initiatives educating Latinos about fire safety, from helping to increase Cville’s Latino participation in this year’s Posada to getting Latino children excited about fire safety so they can teach their parents about important issues, like not using gas stoves to heat homes, or help them get free fire alarms. There’s also the Citizen’s Fire Academy, designed to allow city residents the opportunity to gain a realistic view of the operations of the Charlottesville Fire Department, which will include Thursday classes from  September 3 - October 15, 2009.

Working with Fire Corps is an excellent way to support the city’s Latinos and Fire Department, and will avail service providers - teachers, social workers and others working with Latino children and their parents – important and fun resources to educate their students with life skills and motivate them to share their knowledge.

For more information about Fire Corps, visit http://www.cfdonline.org/Firecorp/index.htm or contact Mary Loose (MLoose@aol.com or 970-3536) or Felipe (301/537-8312).

***********************

E – BEFORE AUGUST 14, 2009:  BILINGUAL CHIP VACANCIES

Jefferson Area CHIP is a home visiting program serving children 0-6, pregnant women, and their families in Charlottesville, Albemarle, Fluvanna and Louisa. CHIP has several full-time vacancies and Spanish language skills are a plus.   Interested applicants should email resume and cover letter indicating position(s) of interest to Lyn.Grove@jachip.org by 8/14/09. Call Sarah at (434) 964-4703 with questions. Nurse Supervisor facilitates teams working with families on health education, child development, and parenting. BSN required, Masters preferred. Supervisory and community health experience required.  Nurses for Fluvanna County (40 hours/week), Louisa County (30-40 hours/week, flexible), and Charlottesville/Albemarle (20 hours/week) to work closely with Family Support Worker, providing assessments and health education to families.  RN required, BSN and experience in community health preferred. Family Support Worker (40 hours/week) to work closely with nurses, coordinating health and related social services.  Must have own transportation.  HS diploma or equivalency required; background in child development, social work, or related field preferred.

For other bilingual vacancies, including for a director of Harrisonburg’s New Bridges immigration center, visit the Community Announcement webpage of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org 

***********************

F - NEW HEALTH DATA FOR VIRGINIA’S LATINOS
A newly released Health Care for America Now study provided some health statistics for Virginia:  31% of Latinas receive no prenatal care; the annual AIDS case rate (per 100,000 people) is 18.5% for Latinos; about 45% of Latinos lack health insurance in Virginia compared to 33.5% of Latinos nationwide; and the percentage of uninsured Latina women is much higher in Virginia, about 42.5% when compared to the national figure of 37.3%.  For more details visit  http://www.connectionnewspapers.com/article.asp?article=331164&paper=80&cat=104
***********************

G - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

Unless indicated, the following are free, in English, and open to the public.  

For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or job openings), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS SECTION OF THE CJ WEBSITE:  http://www.cj-network.org  

Saturday, August 15, 2009:  Meet Your Neighbor.  This week’s MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR activity will be at Lee Park, from 11 am – 2:00, where there will be free music, fun, and games as well as opportunities for service providers to network with Latinos and others and for Latinos to learn about community resources.  For more information contact Garrett Trent at garrett@hopecommunitycenter.org or visit www.hopecommunitycenter.org 

Saturday, August 22, 2009:  Meet Your Neighbor.  This week’s MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR activity will be a Health Workshop & Screening at Rives Park, from 11 am – 2:00, where there will be free music, fun, and games as well as opportunities for service providers to network with Latinos and others and for Latinos to learn about community resources.  For more information contact Garrett Trent at garrett@hopecommunitycenter.org or visit www.hopecommunitycenter.org 

Thursday, August 27, 2009:  CJ & United Way Workshop for Service Providers - What to Expect From Interpreter Services.  3:30 pm at United Way, downtown Cville.   Contact:  Martha Trujillo at 972-1701 or mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org  

Monday, August 31, 2009:  CJ Annual Help Fair Planning Meeting at 10 am at the United Way office (downtown).  Contact Martha Trujillo at 972-1701 or mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org  
Beginning in September 2009:  Literacy Program in Southwood.  Children, Youth and Families Services (CYFS) will be operating the early literacy program on Fridays, from 10:30-noon, beginning in September 2009.  Contact Hilary Nagel at (434) 296-4118 ex 238 or hnagel@cyfs.org  ; http://www.cyfs.org  

Tuesday, September 1, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com  , ns7e@virginia.edu  or  aemiller@ntelos.net   For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html  

Thursday, September 10, 2009: CJ Plenary -  Improving Safety and Reducing Crime in Latino Communities:  Albemarle County Police Department’s Southwood Neighborhoood Watch with Lt. James Bond.  10 - 11:30 am; registration and coffee & donuts begin at 9:45. For more information email lhemby@albemarle.org 
September 10 – 11, 2009:  Conference - Advancing Health Equity:  From Theory To Practice (Richmond).  Addressing inequities in health is probably our most significant public health challenge and crosses all disciplines. The goal of the conference is a call to action by stakeholders throughout Virginia to reverse the inequitable distribution of social determinants of health by designing healthy communities.  Agenda, location, sponsorship and other event details are located at  http://www.vdh.state.va.us/healthpolicy/2009conference/documents/sponsorship-document.pdf  

Monday, September 14, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm at Piedmont Housing Alliance (downtown), next to ACAC.  New members are most welcomed.  Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  For more information on the Executive Committee, visit www.cj-network.org  

Saturday, September 26, 2009: Harrisonburg International Festival, noon – 6 pm, at Hillandale Park in Harrisonburg, includes international foods, music, Aztec and other dancers, artists, vendors, storytellers, activities for all ages, a multi-language area, and a cultural fashion show featuring traditional dress.  http://www.harrisonburg-international-festival.org  

Tuesday, October 6, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com  , ns7e@virginia.edu  or  aemiller@ntelos.net   For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html  

Thursday, October 8, 2009: CJ Plenary - Domestic Violence in the Latino Community.  10 - 11:30 am; registration and coffee & donuts begin at 9:45. Details will soon be posted in the Community Announcement Section of the CJ website www.cj-network.org  For more information, contact dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org  

Saturday, October 24, 2009:  CJ Annual Help Fair – Fería de Ayuda from 2-4 pm at Word of Faith Church. Government offices, non-profits, churches, educational institutions, businesses and others serving the Latino community are invited to participate and/or to donate funds, food, music, dance performance, or a door prize.  Contact Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org for overviews of previous CJ Help Fairs, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/cs.html 

Thursday, October 29, 2009:  CJ & United Way Workshop for Service Providers - Helping Latinos Negotiate the Paperwork Maze.  3:30 pm at United Way, downtown Cville.   Contact:  Martha Trujillo at 972-1701 or mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 

Thursday, November 12, 2009: CJ Plenary -  Immigration Advocacy Training with Reform Immigration for America. 10 - 11:30 am; registration and coffee & donuts begin at 9:45. Details will soon be posted in the Community Announcement Section of the CJ website www.cj-network.org  For more information, contact tim@justice4all.org 

Thursday, December 10, 2009:  CJ Roundtable.  10 - 11:30 am; registration and coffee & donuts begin at 9:45. All area service providers – government, community faith based, academic and others – are encouraged to attend since they will have opportunities to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in and to network, partner and generate other support of these projects and interests.  For more information, contact lhemby@albemarle.org 
NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2009:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). There are no plenaries in July and August.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. 

***********************

The weekly CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org    

The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Dilcia Colindres

Chair, Creciendo Juntos (CJ) and

Advocate for the Spanish-speaking Community

PO Box 3013

Charlottesville, VA 22903

dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org  

434-963-4676 Ext. 4

