CJ Weekly Alert  
December 30, 2008 – January 5, 2009
The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
For more information about these and other announcements, visit  http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html  

There are no Latino related events planned for New Year’s week.  
However, we encourage those who work on immigration issues to remember that Tuesday, December 30 is the last day for renewing TPS for Salvadorans, Hondurans and Nicaraguans.  See below.
********************** 
B -  DECEMBER 30, 2008:  TPS [Temporary Protected Status] RENEWAL DEADLINE

TPS is a temporary immigration status granted to eligible nationals of designated countries.  In Latin America, these include El Salvador, Honduras and Nicaragua.
About 229,000 Salvadorans are eligible for temporary protected status, but only about 39%, or 90,340, have submitted applications, according to U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services. El Salvador's consul general in Los Angeles, Hector Hugo Herrera,  recently said he believed many haven't completed the paperwork because they cannot afford the $80 fee for the fingerprints and the $340 fee for the work permit.
There are currently no local resources to help Salvadorans, Hondurans and Nicaraguans to renew.  Service providers and others are encouraged to help persons from these countries to re-register.  A “one-stop resource” for TPS is located at:
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=609d3591ec04d010VgnVCM10000048f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=609d3591ec04d010VgnVCM10000048f3d6a1RCRD
El Salvador: Currently designated through September 9, 2010. The 90-day re-registration began October 1, 2008, and ends December 30, 2008. Employment Authorization Documents (EADs) are automatically extended through September 9, 2009.
Honduras: Currently designated through July 5, 2010. The 90-day re-registration began October 1, 2008, and ends December 30, 2008. Employment Authorization Documents (EADs) are automatically extended through July 5, 2009.
Nicaragua: Currently designated through July 5, 2010. The 90-day re-registration began October 1, 2008, and ends December 30, 2008. Employment Authorization Documents (EADs) are automatically extended through July 5, 2009.
***********************

C - BILINGUAL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP WITH 2009 INCOME TAX RETURNS
Martha Trujillo, United Way, will be volunteering again this year to help Latinos file their income taxes.  

Martha would like to coordinate a group of volunteers to participate in this important effort.  

Persons interested in being trained or who have questions about this initiative should contact Martha at 972-1701 or mtrujillo@UnitedWayTJA.org
***********************

D – NEXT WEEK - THURSDAY, JANUARY 8, 2009: CJ ROUNDTABLE

Creciendo Juntos’ (CJ) Roundtables are offered three times a year to allow all attendees an opportunity to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in an effort to encourage networking, partnering and other support of these projects and interests.

This is an excellent opportunity for government, community, academic, faith based and other groups and individuals that offer services to the Latino community or want to know what community resources exist for Latinos. 

Yes, do bring information about your services, ideally a one page Word document that briefly describes them and eligibility requirements and provides contact information. If possible, your fact sheet should offer the same information in Spanish on the reverse side.  Also welcomed are brochures and other resources for Latinos.  Tables will be available to display your agencies materials.

Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am. The Roundtable will begin promptly at 10:00 am and will be adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. As always, this CJ event will be held in Room A of the Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd. Free – Public Invited. For more information contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org 

***********************

E - VIRGINIA LATINO LEGISLATIVE SUMMIT (JANUARY 11) & LATINO LOBBY DAY (FEBRUARY 2)
VACOLAO is organizing the Latino Legislative Summit in Arlington, Virginia to discuss the legislation that is being introduced in the upcoming Legislative session in Richmond and how to prepare for it.   The event is being hosted to prepare for VACOLAO’s upcoming Latino Lobby Day in February. 
Confirmed panelists speaking on legislative initiatives include attorney Luis Parada, who has worked on legislative bills that address in-state tuition restrictions on undocumented immigrant students graduating from Virginia’s schools and Jeanne Smoot of the Tahirah Justice Center, who will address legislative initiatives on immigrant victims of crimes.

VACOLAO will also be inviting a number of Virginia State Legislators to participate in our Legislative Summit. Join VACOLAO on Sunday, January 11, 2009, 12:00pm-4:00pm, Barcroft Community House 800 South Buchanan Street, Arlington, VA 22204 - 12:00pm-12:30pm Registration 12:30pm-1:00pm Welcome and Purpose of Summit 1:00pm-2:00pm Discussion on I mmigrant Focused Legislation 2:00pm-3:00pm Effective Legislative Advocacy in Richmond 3:00pm-4:00pm VACOLAO’s Advocacy Role and How to get Involved. 

VACOLAO’s Latino Lobby Day is scheduled for  Monday, February 2, 2009.  It will be held in Richmond. 

For more information and to register contact: vacolao@aol.com or andrestobar@comcast.net or 703-379-7487.  

The Virginia Coalition of Latino Organizations (VACOLAO) is an alliance among organizations in Virginia that serve or support the interests of the Latino/Hispanic community to empower the community and secure equal treatment, equal opportunity, and equal representation for Latinos/Hispanics.
***********************

F - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals looking for work or job openings), visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html  
Now:  Latino Boy Scout Troop Beginning:  Encourage Your Latino Families To Get Their Children Involved.  A Hispanic Cub Scout Pack will begin in January at Incarnation Church.  Contact:  Jackie Newton, Membership Chair/BSA Monticello District,

434/977-4815.
Thursday, January 8, 2009: CJ Roundtable.  CJ Roundtables are offered three times a year to allow all attendees an opportunity to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in in an effort to encourage networking, partnering and other support of these projects and interests.   10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am.  Contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org 
Sunday, January 11, 2009:  VACOLAO’s Latino Legislative Summit in Arlington, 12:00pm-4:00pm, Barcroft Community House 800 South Buchanan Street, Arlington, VA 22204.  For more information and to register contact: vacolao@aol.com or andrestobar@comcast.net or 703-379-7487
Monday, January 12, 2009:  PVCC Spanish Language Landscaping Classes Begin.  Mondays & Wednesdays, 6pm – 9pm, 1/12 – 4/29; at Snow’s Nursery, 1977 Avon Street Extended. Contact:  Lucia Caycedo at (434) 961-5285
Monday, January 12, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  New members welcomed!  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  
Monday, January 12, 2009: CJ Health Promoter Working Group.  at SHE at 9:15.  New members welcomed!  Contact Jan Wolfe:  434/263-4858, jan@rhop-brmc.org  
Monday, February 2, 2009:  VACOLAO’s Latino Lobby Day in Richmond.  Join us in responding to legislation the Assembly will be considering this year. For more information and to register contact: vacolao@aol.com or andrestobar@comcast.net or 703-379-7487

Monday, February 9, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  New members welcomed! Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  
Tuesday, February 10, 2009:  Cultural Diversity Training for Albemarle County Employees:  Albemarle’s Latino Residents with Linda Hemby, sociologist and member of CJ’s Executive Committee who has dual citizenship (US/Salvadoran). The training, is from 10:00 – 11:00 am in Room 235.  For more information, County employees can contact Louise Wyatt at (434) 296-5827 Ext. 3894 or lwyatt@albemarle.org 
NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Years 2009 & 2010:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).  
***********************

This Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

 

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.
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