CJ Weekly Alert  
February 17 - 23, 2009
The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at 

http://mail.albemarle.org/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html" \t "_blank" 
http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
 

For more information about these and other announcements, visit  

http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html" \t "_blank" 
http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html
  

 

Tuesday, February 17, 2009:  Cultural Diversity Training for Albemarle County Employees:  Albemarle’s Latino Residents with Linda Hemby, sociologist and member of CJ’s Executive Committee, who is bilingual/bicultural and has dual citizenship (US/Salvadoran). The training is from 10:00 - 11:00 am in the Albemarle County Building on 5th Street, Room B.  For more information, County employees can contact Louise Wyatt at (434) 296-5827 Ext. 3894 or lwyatt@albemarle.org
 

Friday, February 20, 2009:  Interpreting for Social Justice Training in Harrisonburg.  This two-day training will explore interpreting as an act of social justice and provide participants with an introduction to corresponding theory and practice. Participants will walk away from the training with new ways to think of our work as interpreters, concrete practices to increase our multilingual capacity as individuals and organizations, and with experience using simultaneous interpreting equipment and openly discussing the function of the interpreter in community organizing settings.  There are slots only for 30 people.  For more information contact:  Patrick Lincoln, The People United, patrick@thepeopleunited.org  The application is at: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=nDbullAKxmG_2f22_2fGmHVmKA_3d_3d  

********************** 
 
B - DOMESTIC ASSAULT ATTORNEY SEEKING EMPLOYMENT

Juan Vega, a prosecutor in the Domestic Assault Unit in Saint Paul, Minnesota, will be moving to the Charlottesville area and is looking to use his legal and Spanish-speaking skills as an advocate for female victims of domestic abuse.  In addition to his legal responsibilities, he gives presentations to immigrants on the topic of Minnesota laws, and includes in his presentations information on domestic abuse laws, the legal consequences of their breach, and victims' resources.  

Juan would be a super asset to our community.  If you have any leads for him, please contact him at 612-366-3711 or VegaLaw@gmail.com 

********************** 
 

C - FEBRUARY 23, 2009 DEADLINE:  OUTREACH ADVOCATE VACANCY AT SARA
 
The Sexual Assault Resource Agency is hiring a full-time Outreach Advocate to provide community outreach and direct advocacy services, including crisis intervention and case management for adults affected by sexual violence. Some travel required.  
Qualifications: Understand the dynamics of sexual violence, and be sensitive to the needs of survivors, particularly self-identifying underserved populations, be available for nights, weekends and on-call shifts as needed.   Minimum of 5 years of education and/or experience in the field of psychology, social work, or human services.  Hiring contingent on criminal background check.  E.O.E.  
Mail resume and cover letter to SARA, P.O. Box 6880, Charlottesville, VA 22906  Application deadline: Feb. 23, 2009   

***********************

D – VACANCY:  PART TIME BILINGUAL SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Nuevas Raíces has an opening for a part-time sales representative to work in the Cville area, contacting government agencies, businesses, non-profits, and others that would be interested in advertising in the weekly Spanish language paper. Communications skills are a must.  Good salary.  Contact:  Gerardo Pandolfi, editor,  1-877-551-1903 or info@nuevasraices.com 

***********************

E - WANT TO JOIN A MONTHLY SPANISH CONVERSATION GROUP TO PRACTICE YOUR SPANISH?
Danielle Fuentes with Region Ten would like to know if other CJ members and others living in the community want to meet once a month to speak in Spanish.  Please contact Danielle if you’re interested in joining such a group:  daniellj@regionten.org or 434/972-1800.
For information on groups that meet to practice Spanish, visit:  http://www.cj-network.org/learn_sp.html
***********************

F - UPDATE ON THE IMMIGRANT DETENTION CENTER IN FARMVILLE

 

In late September of 2008, a press conference was held to announce plans for a new 1,040-bed immigrant detention center to be constructed in Farmville, VA. The proposed center is to be a partnership between Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and the City of Farmville; they plan to contract to house the detainees. Farmville, in turn has subcontracted the construction and management of the center to Immigration Centers of America - Farmville, LLC (ICA).  Long-range plans are to expand the facility to 2,500 beds, making it the regional hub for ICE detention in the mid-Atlantic region.  Currently, the Piedmont Regional Jail in can house up to 300 immigrant detainees, and there are plans for staff from Piedmont Regional Jail to staff the new detention facility.  Recently, the Piedmont Regional Jail attracted national attention through coverage in the New York Times and the Washington Post articles about the death of immigrant detainee Guido Newbrough caused by medical neglect.  In 2006 another immigrant detainee died, also because of lack of adequate medical care in the jail.  The detainee population at Piedmont is down to less than ½ capacity as ICE renews its investigation.  To read the New York Times or Washington Post articles, or for information on statewide organizing efforts resisting the construction of the detention center, go to www.thepeopleunited.org.  If you are interested organizing going on local through the People United against the detention center and in favor of immigrants' rights, contact Luis Oyola at lao5j@virginia.edu
***********************

G - ACCULTURATION TRAINING TOOL
Iowa State University Extension, in collaboration with other agencies, has produced “Exito en el Norte” a Spanish-language DVD series on everyday issues to help newly-arrived Latino immigrants live successfully in the United States. The seven-part series help break through language and cultural barriers, give tools to achieve independence and self-sufficiency, promote community involvement, provide resources and the means to access them, and empower immigrants with knowledge and information to live successfully in the U.S. The DVDs feature Luis Valdez, renowned writer and film director, and provide life-skills information in the following topics: taxes, health care, public assistance, education, finances, the legal system and immigration. Exito en el Norte is a useful tool for county offices, programs and agencies that work with Spanish-speaking immigrants to help them transition successfully to life in the U.S. For more information, visit http://www.exitovideos.com or  contact info@exitovideos.com or 1-800-477-4236.
To help cover costs, explore the financial assistance program, which will match half the cost for videos, in exchange for feedback to be utilized on the website.  More info about and a short form for the "Matching Funds Feedback Partnership Offer" is available at http://www.exitovideos.com/matchingfunds.htm
For a bilingual Welcome to Charlottesville Handbook, prepared by IRC (Cville), visit: http://www.cj-network.org/cjresourcessp/WTA.pdf 
***********************

 

H - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  

 

For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or job openings), visit 

http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html" \t "_blank" 
http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html
  
Thursday, February 27, 2009:  CJ Community Services Work Group at 12:30 pm at the United Way.  Everyone is invited.  Contact Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org or visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/cs.html 
Saturday, February 28, 2009:  Spanish Pronunciation Workshop from 10am – 12:30pm, $40 (includes materials) at Spain on Main.  To register, (434) 220-4747; for more information http://spainonmain.com  
Tuesday, March  3, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Work Group Meeting at 9:00 am at SHE.  Everyone is welcomed. Contact Jan Wolfe at:  jan@rhop-brmc.org  or wlfwmn@gmail.com 

 

Saturday, March 7, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Extended Training from 9 am – 5 pm in Room B, Albemarle County Office on 5th Street.  This is will be a State Certification training for blood pressure measurement.  Lunch provided.Contact Jan Wolfe at:  jan@rhop-brmc.org  or wlfwmn@gmail.com
Monday, March 9, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  New members welcomed! Contact dilciacolindres@msn.com 

 

Thursday, March 12, 2009:  CJ Plenary:  CJ’s Health Promoter Program:  Experiences and Lessons Learned, with Ivonne López and Jan Wolfe, 10 – 11:30, Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended.  Contact Jan Wolfe at:  jan@rhop-brmc.org  or wlfwmn@gmail.com
Tuesday, April 7, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Work Group Meeting at 9:00 am at SHE.  Everyone is welcomed. Contact Jan Wolfe at:  jan@rhop-brmc.org  or wlfwmn@gmail.com 

 

Thursday, April 9, 2009: CJ Plenary:  Immigration Bills in the Virginia General Assembly with Tim Freilich, 10 – 11:30, Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended.  Contact Tim Freilich at tim@justice4all.org 

Monday, April 13, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  New members welcomed! Contact dilciacolindres@msn.com 

Saturday, October 24, 2009:  CJ Annual Help Fair – Fería de Ayuda from 2-4 pm at Word of Faith Church. Government offices, non-profits, churches, educational institutions, businesses and others serving the Latino community are invited to participate and/or to donate funds, food, music, dance performance, or a door prize.  For more information contact Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org For overviews of previous CJ Help Fairs, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/cs.html 

 

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2009:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).

***********************

This Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

 

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at 

http://www.cj-network.org/" \t "_blank" 
www.cj-network.org
 , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

 

 

Dilcia Colindres
Chair, Creciendo Juntos (CJ)
and

Advocate for the Spanish-speaking Community

PO Box 3013
Charlottesville, VA 22903
dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org 

434-963-4676 Ext 4
 

 

