CJ Weekly Alert  
February 3 - 9, 2009
The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  
Previous Alerts are located at 

http://mail.albemarle.org/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html" \t "_blank" 
http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
 

For more information about these and other announcements, visit  

http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html" \t "_blank" 
http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html
  
 

Thursday- Saturday, February 5 - 7:  El Amor del Perro y el Gato.  See details below.
 

Friday, February 6:  Black Beans and Fried Rice: Cultural Competence for Social Work Professionals, 9 am – 4:30 pm at the Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street, Room A.  Contact:  Linda Ayscue Gupta, (804) 828-3405 or lagupta@vcu.edu For more information and to register:  http://www.socialwork.vcu.edu/education/events/blackbeans.html 
 

Monday, February:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  New members welcomed! Contact dilciacolindres@msn.com
 

********************** 
 

B - STARTING IN FEBRUARY:  ENGLISH FOR SUCCESS
 

Starting Wednesday, February 4th at 7-8:15pm at Casa del Padre, the course is free except for the cost of materials  ($15.00).  The course will run for two months and break for one and restart in May for another two months.  It will run like this for the whole year!  This class is so much more than an English class.  Students will not only receive reading, writing and speaking instruction but, they will also gain confidence, cultural knowledge, computer skills, library cards, civics and much more.  We will help those that need it with Spanish literacy.   It is a power- packed one hour and fifteen minutes every Wednesday!  Contact Hazael Garay at 434-989-2508 or hazaelgaray@gmail.com 
 

********************** 
 

C - FEBRUARY 5 - 7, 2009:  UVA PLAY - EL AMOR DEL PERRO Y EL GATO
 

UVA Spanish Theater Group's annual play this year is the production "El amor del perro y el gato," and is composed of three short plays: "Resguardo personal" by Paloma Pedrero, "Breve encuentro" by Jose Luis Alonso de Santos and "El amor del perro y el gato" by Enrique Jardiel Poncela.
 

The show will take place in the Live Arts Theater (123 East Water St., Charlottesville) on February 5th, 6th and 7th at 8pm, as well as a 2pm show on February 7th.  Tickets are $10 general admission, $7 students, and should be purchased in advance in Wilson Hall 112 on the UVA campus (students cannot use art dollars).  
 

********************** 
 

D - NEW LATINO FOCUSED CHURCH
 

Our area now has four Hispanic churches in addition to Incarnation and Word of Faith churches which have Spanish language services.  Other faith based groups with Latino oriented services include Abundant Life Ministries which continues to do its good work in the Blue Ridge Commons complex, providing services to Latino residents. For a directory, visit
http://www.cj-network.org/local_init.html#churches
 

Daniel Bannister, from the newest church Iglesia Fuente de Vida, was asked to share some highlights about his new church with us.  Here’s what he had to say …
 

Iglesia Fuente de Vida (Fountain of Life Church) is a Spanish-speaking Southern Baptist church in the Charlottesville, Virginia. We are working in cooperation with the Southern Baptist Conservatives of Virginia and the North American Mission Board to bring the good news of Jesus Christ to the Spanish-speaking community in Charlottesville. Our vision is three fold: to see lives transformed by the power of the gospel of Jesus Christ, to see the quality of life in the community transformed by practically demonstrating God’s love through our involvement in serving and working with our community to effect systemic change in cooperation with other like-minded community and faith-based organizations, and to see the world transformed through missions and church planting around the world as we reproduce ourselves in other churches birthed to be catalysts of transformation in other communities.
 

We began serving Charlottesville in January of 2008 with the birth of our first small group Bible study. Since that time we have had the privilege to serve the Hispanic community in various capacities including: assistance families in need of physical resources such as food, clothing, and home furnishings; assistance individuals in need of help with the US justice system (translation, assistance with understanding the court systems, assistance with immigration process); provision of a basic practical English class; child care for working mothers; small group Bible study; and the  provision of free Bibles (both audio and written forms) for those without a copy of the Bible for personal study. While our size still limits the spectrum of ministry of which we are capable, it is our intent to serve and love our community in practical ways and thereby follow the example set for us by Jesus Christ who changed the lives of everyone He came in contact with by the practical demonstration of His love (as evidenced in both his actions and His message).
 

We have not yet begun to hold worship services (which are currently scheduled to begin on April 12, 2009), because it has been our goal to place emphasis on the practical demonstration of our love and on relationship building on a personal level before holding large group meetings. At this time we have three in-home Bible studies: one on Sunday mornings in the Hessian Hills Apartments (Georgetown Rd) at 9 AM, a women’s luncheon on Thursdays at 12 PM (for women only, Bible study is held and then followed by a time to share recipes and cook together), and an evening Bible study held on Fridays at 7 PM  at 776 Old Brook Rd in the Abbington Crossing Apartments (the pastor’s home).
 

To contact Pastor Daniel Bannister, email him at mdbannister@liberty.edu or call 434-426-4122. 
 

***********************
 

E - RECOMMEND A LATINO FOCUSED INITIATIVE TO NUEVAS RAICES
 

At CJ’s January plenary, Carolina Parietti, editor of the Central Virginia Spanish language newspaper Nuevas Raíces, introduced Maria Pena, a new NR reporter who will be in charge of covering stories in the Charlottesville area.  
 

Maria has an interest in covering one CJ member agency in each weekly addition to help Latinos know what services are available to them and to learn more about the issues affecting their lives.  
 

To recommend a story – perhaps one about your own agency - please contact Maria at maruja@nuevasraices.com
 

***********************
 

F - FEBRUARY 12, 2009 CJ PLENARY:  OVERVIEW OF RECENT SURVEY RESULTS ABOUT AREA LATINOS
 

Amy Frazier-Yoder, a UVA Spanish Department professor who recently helped coordinate a Red Cross survey of Latinos in the Charlottesville and Albemarle area, will share, along with survey volunteers and Red Cross representatives, survey findings. 
 

About 140 households were surveyed over the fall. Latinos were asked about emergency preparedness, perceptions of their experience here in the last year, whether they plan to return to their home country, and if they are achieving their goals in the U.S.  Student volunteers handed out information on local services, LEP rights to an interpreter, and fire and disaster preparedness. 
 

Come hear about the results, how surveys were conducted, and the role of student volunteers.  A discussion will also focus on potential collaboration in the future for the carrying out of other surveys and data collection.
 

Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am. The Plenary will begin promptly at 10:00 am and will be adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network.  Tables will be available to display your agencies materials.   As always, this CJ event will be held in Room A of the Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd. Free – Public Invited.  For more information, contact Amy at amf5t@virginia.edu 
 

NOTE:  The CJ website archives local and state data related to Latinos, including UVA demographic studies, and Albemarle and Charlottesville school immigrant statistics.  Also included is the report of finding from the CJ Latino Health Survey (2007-8), coordinated by sociologist Linda Hemby.  To access these resources, visit:  http://www.cj-network.org/latinos_area.html 
 

 ***********************
 

G - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  
 

For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals looking for work or job openings), visit 

http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html" \t "_blank" 
http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html
  
 

 

Thursday, February 12, 2009 CJ Plenary – Overview of Recent Survey Results about Area Latinos.  Overview of the results of the local portion of a state wide survey of Latino perceptions about emergency preparedness, of their experience here in the last year, whether they plan to return to their home country, and if they are achieving their goals in the U.S.  10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).  Free and open to the public.  Registration, coffee & donuts start at 9:45 a.m. Contact:  Amy Frazier Yoder at amf5t@virginia.edu
 

Tuesday, February 17, 2009:  Cultural Diversity Training for Albemarle County Employees:  Albemarle’s Latino Residents with Linda Hemby, sociologist and member of CJ’s Executive Committee who is bilingual/bicultural and has dual citizenship (US/Salvadoran). The training, is from 10:00 - 11:00 am in the Albemarle County Building on 5th Street, Room B.  For more information, County employees can contact Louise Wyatt at (434) 296-5827 Ext. 3894 or lwyatt@albemarle.org
 

Thursday, February 19, 2009: CJ Health Promoter Work Group Extended Training for Promoters, 6 - 8 pm at SHE.  In Spanish. Everyone is welcomed. Contact Jan Wolfe at:  jan@rhop-brmc.org
 

Friday, February 20, 2009:  Interpreting for Social Justice Training in Harrisonburg.  This two-day training will explore interpreting as an act of social justice and provide participants with an introduction to corresponding theory and practice. Participants will walk away from the training with new ways to think of our work as interpreters, concrete practices to increase our multilingual capacity as individuals and organizations, and with experience using simultaneous interpreting equipment and openly discussing the function of the interpreter in community organizing settings.  There are slots only for 30 people.  For more information contact:  Patrick Lincoln, The People United, patrick@thepeopleunited.org  The application is at: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=nDbullAKxmG_2f22_2fGmHVmKA_3d_3d  
 

Tuesday, March  3, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Work Group Meeting at 9:00 am at SHE.  Everyone is welcomed. Contact Jan Wolfe at:  jan@rhop-brmc.org  or wlfwmn@gmail.com 
 

Monday, March 9, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  New members welcomed! Contact dilciacolindres@msn.com 
 

Tuesday, April 7, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Work Group Meeting at 9:00 am at SHE.  Everyone is welcomed. Contact Jan Wolfe at:  jan@rhop-brmc.org  or wlfwmn@gmail.com 
 

Monday, April 13, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  New members welcomed! Contact dilciacolindres@msn.com 
 

 

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2009:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).
***********************
This Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   
 

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at 

http://www.cj-network.org/" \t "_blank" 
www.cj-network.org
 , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.
 

 

Dilcia Colindres
Chair, Creciendo Juntos (CJ)
and
Advocate for the Spanish-speaking Community
PO Box 3013
Charlottesville, VA 22903
dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org 
434-963-4676 Ext 4
 

 

