CJ Weekly Alert  
January 13 - 19, 2009
The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
For more information about these and other announcements, visit  http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html  

None are scheduled this week.
********************** 
B – RECOMMEND A LATINO FOCUSED INITIATIVE TO NUEVAS RAICES
During last week’s CJ Plenary, Carolina Parietti, editor of the Central Virginia Spanish language newspaper Nuevas Raíces, introduced Maria Pena, a new NR reporter who will be in charge of covering stories in the Charlottesville area.  
Maria has an interest in covering one CJ member agency in each weekly addition to help Latinos know what services are available to them and to learn more about the issues affecting their lives.  
To recommend a story, please contact Maria at maruja@nuevasraices.com
********************** 
C - BILINGUAL POSITION AVAILABLE AT REGION TEN WITH STRENGTHENING FAMILIES

Region Ten’s Center for Child and Family Services has an opening for a Prevention Specialist to work as part of the Strengthening Families Program (SFP) within Prevention & Adolescent Addiction Services to be part of the community team that implement an effective model prevention program with local families. A valid Virginia Driver's License, plus an acceptable driving record are required. Seven hours per week.  Bilingual applicants encouraged to apply. Hourly rate is $17.62.
All applications are due by 12:00 noon on Friday to be considered for this week's recruitments.

Region Ten does not discriminate against any person on the basis of age, citizenship, color, 

disability, national origin, political affiliation, race, religion, sex and/or sexual orientation.  Apply at Region Ten CSB, Human Resources Office, 502 Old Lynchburg Road, Charlottesville VA 

22903; mail to 800 Preston Avenue, Charlottesville VA  22903; or apply online at www.regionten.org To have an application mailed directly to you and/or receive a copy of a full job description; call the Human Resources Office.

********************** 
D -  INVITE THE POLICE TO MEET WITH LATINOS

Latinos, largely because of negative experiences of police in their home countries or because of their undocumented status, typically don’t cooperate with the police, making themselves easy victims for crime. 
Help Albemarle County Police Officer Todd Hopwood change this mindset by inviting him to talk to groups of Latinos.  Todd has been with the department for almost 20 years and during this time has had an interest in the Latino community.  In his job, coordinating media and community relations, Todd is eager to speak about the department’s interest in improving its relationship with Latinos.  Think about inviting him to speak at a Latino neighborhood gathering, apartment complex, parenting group, parent-teacher event, or among other venues, to a Spanish language church service.  
You can contact Todd at hopwoodt@albemarle.org or (434) 296-5807.  
**********************

E - UVA MEDICAL STUDENT VOLUNTEERS AVAILABLE FOR 30 HOURS
UVA’s Social Issues in Medicine course seeks to sensitize medical students to the poor and to different cultures through volunteer activities with community organizations.  During their first or second semester, medical students are placed for 30 hours (over 10 weeks) of service learning with a community organization as part of this required class.  Many of the students are bilingual and have worked in Latin America and/or with Latino populations in the US.  These volunteers prefer to work in medical settings but can also devote time to non-medical initiatives.  

For more information on how to recruit these volunteers, contact Dela Alexander  at  da7r@virginia.edu 
***********************

F - BILINGUAL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP WITH 2009 INCOME TAX RETURNS
Martha Trujillo, United Way, will be volunteering again this year to help Latinos file their income taxes.  

Martha would like to coordinate a group of volunteers to participate in this important effort.  

Persons interested in being trained or who have questions about this initiative should contact Martha at 972-1701 or mtrujillo@UnitedWayTJA.org
***********************

G - FEBRUARY 12, 2009 CJ PLENARY – OVERVIEW OF RECENT SURVEY RESULTS ABOUT AREA LATINOS
Amy Frazier-Yoder, a UVA Spanish Department professor who recently helped coordinate a Red Cross survey of Latinos in the Charlottesville and Albemarle area, will share, along with survey volunteers and Red Cross representatives, survey findings. 
About 140 households were surveyed over the fall. Latinos were asked about emergency preparedness, perceptions of their experience here in the last year, whether they plan to return to their home country, and if they are achieving their goals in the U.S.  Student volunteers handed out information on local services, LEP rights to an interpreter, and fire and disaster preparedness. 
 
Come hear about the results, how surveys were conducted, and the role of student volunteers.  A discussion will also focus on potential collaboration in the future for the carrying out of other surveys and data collection.
Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am. The Plenary will begin promptly at 10:00 am and will be adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network.  Tables will be available to display your agencies materials.   As always, this CJ event will be held in Room A of the Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd. Free – Public Invited.  For more information, contact Amy at amf5t@virginia.edu 

NOTE:  The CJ website archives local and state data related to Latinos, including UVA demographic studies, and Albemarle and Charlottesville school immigrant statistics.  Also included is the report of finding from the CJ Latino Health Survey (2007-8), coordinated by sociologist Linda Hemby.  To access these resources, visit:  http://www.cj-network.org/latinos_area.html 

***********************

H - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals looking for work or job openings), visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html  
Thursday, January 29, 2009: CJ Community Services Workgroup Meeting at 1:00 p.m..  Everyone is welcomed. Contact Martha Trujillo 972-1701 or mtrujillo@UnitedWayTJA.org Also visit the group’s webpage at:  http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/cs.html 
Monday, February 2, 2009:  VACOLAO’s Latino Lobby Day in Richmond.  Join us in responding to legislation the Assembly will be considering this year. For more information and to register contact: vacolao@aol.com or andrestobar@comcast.net or 703-379-7487

Monday, February 9, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  New members welcomed! Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  
Tuesday, February 10, 2009:  Cultural Diversity Training for Albemarle County Employees:  Albemarle’s Latino Residents with Linda Hemby, sociologist and member of CJ’s Executive Committee who has dual citizenship (US/Salvadoran). The training, is from 10:00 – 11:00 am in Room 235.  For more information, County employees can contact Louise Wyatt at (434) 296-5827 Ext. 3894 or lwyatt@albemarle.org 

Thursday, February 12, 2009 CJ Plenary – Overview Of Recent Survey Results About Area Latinos.  Overview of the results of the local portion of a state wide survey of Latino perceptions about emergency preparedness, of their experience here in the last year, whether they plan to return to their home country, and if they are achieving their goals in the U.S.  10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).  Free and open to the public.  Registration, coffee & donuts start at 9:45 a.m. Contact:  Amy Frazier Yoder at amf5t@virginia.edu
NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2009:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).

***********************

This Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

 

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.
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