CJ Weekly Alert  
January 27 - Feb 2, 2009
The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
For more information about these and other announcements, visit  http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html  

Thursday, January 29, 2009: CJ Community Services Work Group Meeting at 1:00 p.m..  Everyone is welcomed. Contact Martha Trujillo 972-1701 or mtrujillo@UnitedWayTJA.org Also visit the group’s webpage at:  http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/cs.html 

Tuesday, February 3, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Work Group Meeting at 9:00 am at SHE.  Everyone is welcomed. Contact Jan Wolfe at:  jan@rhop-brmc.org  or wlfwmn@gmail.com 
Monday, February 2, 2009:  VACOLAO’s Latino Lobby Day in Richmond.  Join us in responding to legislation the Assembly will be considering this year. For more information and to register contact: vacolao@aol.com or andrestobar@comcast.net or 703-379-7487
********************** 
B - URGENT:  LATINO SOCCER TEAM NEEDS HELP LOCATING A GYM TO PLAY
My name is Belen Martinez. I organized and am in charge of an indoor soccer league for the Latino community. The league started up well; we’ve played the first 4 of 14 games. Then I ran into a problem with the gyms. I've tried to find a gym to finish the season off, but so far I can't find a place that will rent to me.   Even when I clearly state that we need a gym for the Latino community and I repeatedly get turned down. The League hasn't played in 4 weeks. 

I would really appreciate it if someone could contact me with ideas.  I can be reached at Belen Martinez, Charlottesville Club de Futbol, (434) 249-2966 or  charlottesvillefc@gmail.com 

********************** 
C - GROUP OF BILINGUAL VOLUNTEERS SEEKING WORK

A small group of volunteers is looking for an opportunity to use their (mostly intermediate) Spanish skills and get involved in the Latino community. We encompass a wide range of ages, backgrounds, and speaking abilities, but we have in common the desire to practice Spanish and help out in a way that is truly useful in the Latino community. We’re looking for opportunities to get involved about once a month on a weekend day or evening. Particular areas of interest are: helping people find and connect to the resources they need, interpreting, and almost anything that would involve interaction with and support for the Latino population in Charlottesville. Our preference is to work together as volunteers while interacting directly with the community. 

If you have an opportunity like this and could use volunteers, please contact Erin at erinhc@gmail.com  
********************** 
D - FEBRUARY 6, 2009:  BLACK BEANS AND FRIED RICE - CULTURAL COMPETENCE FOR SOCIAL WORK PROFESSIONALS 

A continuing education activity presented by the Virginia Commonwealth University School of Social Work   in collaboration with Albemarle Department of Social Services. This program is designed for social workers and their community partners. 

With the increasing diversity in our communities, social workers and other helping professionals are responding to situations that challenge us to engage with individuals whose world views may be very different from our own. How will we develop the extensive knowledge, attitudes, and skills necessary to intervene in ways that are appropriate and effective? Dr. Humberto Fabelo, Dr. Peter Nguyen, and Anita Nadal will draw upon their extensive experience as clinicians and educators to share strategies for working with Asian, Asian American, and Latino/Hispanic populations, as well as principles of cultural competence and communication that must guide our work with all culturally different individuals. Date:  February 6, 2009  Time:  9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  Location:  Albemarle County Office Building - Meeting Room A, 1600 Fifth Street, Charlottesville

Contact:  Linda Ayscue Gupta, (804) 828-3405 or lagupta@vcu.edu  For more information and to register visit:  http://www.socialwork.vcu.edu/education/events/blackbeans.html 

***********************

E - FEBRUARY 20, 2009:  INTERPRETING FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE TRAINING

This two-day training will explore interpreting as an act of social justice and provide participants with an introduction to corresponding theory and practice. Participants will walk away from the training with new ways to think of our work as interpreters, concrete practices to increase our multilingual capacity as individuals and organizations, and with experience using simultaneous interpreting equipment and openly discussing the function of the interpreter in community organizing settings. 

Roberto Tijerina will be coming from the Highlander Center for Education and Research to lead facilitation. You can find out more information on their organization and multilingual capacity building program at www.highlandercenter.org/p-multilingual.asp  

Priority will be given to those with a commitment to interpret for social change in Virginia for at least the next year. You must be bilingual in Spanish/English, Kurdish/English or Russian/English in order to participate. 

This training is being coordinated by local interpreters, The New Bridges Immigrant Resource Center, and The People United.  It will take place on Friday 02/20/09: 9 am to 6 pm and 6:30 pm to 8 pm (this last slot is for a cultural sharing activity and will include dinner) and Saturday 02/21/09: 9 am to 6 pm.  A lot of time and energy has gone into the planning of this training, so we do ask for full participation for both days of the agenda.  The training will be held at the Park View Mennonite Church, 1600 College Avenue in Harrisonburg.  In order to cover food and material costs, and to support the travel and time of Roberto from Highlander, we are asking for a fee to attend:  With financial support from your organization or institution (i.e. they will cover your costs or you can come as part of your job): $50.  Without financial support from an organization or institution: $30.  No one will be turned away for lack of funds, we know financial times are tough.  The training will be limited to 30 people.  The application is at: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=nDbullAKxmG_2f22_2fGmHVmKA_3d_3d  For more information contact:  Patrick Lincoln, The People United, patrick@thepeopleunited.org 
***********************

F - FEBRUARY 12, 2009 CJ PLENARY:  OVERVIEW OF RECENT SURVEY RESULTS ABOUT AREA LATINOS
Amy Frazier-Yoder, a UVA Spanish Department professor who recently helped coordinate a Red Cross survey of Latinos in the Charlottesville and Albemarle area, will share, along with survey volunteers and Red Cross representatives, survey findings. 
About 140 households were surveyed over the fall. Latinos were asked about emergency preparedness, perceptions of their experience here in the last year, whether they plan to return to their home country, and if they are achieving their goals in the U.S.  Student volunteers handed out information on local services, LEP rights to an interpreter, and fire and disaster preparedness. 
 
Come hear about the results, how surveys were conducted, and the role of student volunteers.  A discussion will also focus on potential collaboration in the future for the carrying out of other surveys and data collection.
Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am. The Plenary will begin promptly at 10:00 am and will be adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network.  Tables will be available to display your agencies materials.   As always, this CJ event will be held in Room A of the Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd. Free – Public Invited.  For more information, contact Amy at amf5t@virginia.edu 

NOTE:  The CJ website archives local and state data related to Latinos, including UVA demographic studies, and Albemarle and Charlottesville school immigrant statistics.  Also included is the report of finding from the CJ Latino Health Survey (2007-8), coordinated by sociologist Linda Hemby.  To access these resources, visit:  http://www.cj-network.org/latinos_area.html 

***********************

G - VIRGINIA IMMIGRATION BILL CLEARINGHOUSE

Bills that will be introduced in the 2009 General Assembly, that have potential positive or negative consequences for the immigrant community, are listed at 

http://www.richmondsunlight.com/photosynthesis/7mlxg/ 
Once you access the list, you'll be able to bookmark it and come back to it as the session proceeds, and get the most current information on the bills.  In addition, you can comment on the legislation and register   your "vote" of approval or disapproval.

Key positive bills on the list are SB 1037 (Senator Hanger's bill allowing a small number of undocumented students to qualify for in-state tuition) and SB 1436 (Senator Howell's bill that protects people who are victims of and witnesses to crime from inquiries regarding their immigration status).

A key negative proposal is Delegate Joannou's resolution that would add an English only provision to our state Constitution, HJ 729, and Delegate Albo's bill, HB 1695, allowing police in certain localities the discretion to take a person cited for driving without a license into custody (rather than just give them a ticket) and to impound their vehicles on a second offense.

***********************

H - SCAM TARGETS IMMIGRANTS

The USCIS (US Citizenship & Immigration Services) Community Relations Program has been contacted by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) in New York City to ask for help in warning immigrants about a scam. The scam instructs the victim to complete a fraudulent “IRS Request for Recertification of Foreign Status” form. The form requests biographical information typically used for identity theft. The IRS addresses this topic on their website http://www.irs.gov/  Click on Phishing and e-mail Scams.
***********************

I - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  
For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals looking for work or job openings), visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html  
February 6, 2009:  Black Beans and Fried Rice: Cultural Competence for Social Work Professionals, 9 am – 4:30 pm at the Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street, Room A.  Contact:  Linda Ayscue Gupta, (804) 828-3405 or lagupta@vcu.edu For more information and to register:  http://www.socialwork.vcu.edu/education/events/blackbeans.html 
Monday, February 9, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  New members welcomed! Contact dilciacolindres@msn.com
Thursday, February 12, 2009 CJ Plenary – Overview Of Recent Survey Results About Area Latinos.  Overview of the results of the local portion of a state wide survey of Latino perceptions about emergency preparedness, of their experience here in the last year, whether they plan to return to their home country, and if they are achieving their goals in the U.S.  10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).  Free and open to the public.  Registration, coffee & donuts start at 9:45 a.m. Contact:  Amy Frazier Yoder at amf5t@virginia.edu
Tuesday, February 17, 2009:  Cultural Diversity Training for Albemarle County Employees:  Albemarle’s Latino Residents with Linda Hemby, sociologist and member of CJ’s Executive Committee who is bilingual/bicultural and has dual citizenship (US/Salvadoran). The training, is from 10:00 - 11:00 am in the Albemarle County Building on 5th Street, Room B.  For more information, County employees can contact Louise Wyatt at (434) 296-5827 Ext. 3894 or lwyatt@albemarle.org
Thursday, February 19, 2009: CJ Health Promoter Work Group Extended Training for Promoters, 6 - 8 pm at SHE.  In Spanish. Everyone is welcomed. Contact Jan Wolfe at:  jan@rhop-brmc.org
Friday, February 20, 2009:  Interpreting for Social Justice Training in Harrisonburg.  This two-day training will explore interpreting as an act of social justice and provide participants with an introduction to corresponding theory and practice. Participants will walk away from the training with new ways to think of our work as interpreters, concrete practices to increase our multilingual capacity as individuals and organizations, and with experience using simultaneous interpreting equipment and openly discussing the function of the interpreter in community organizing settings.  There are slots only for 30 people.  For more information contact:  Patrick Lincoln, The People United, patrick@thepeopleunited.org  The application is at: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=nDbullAKxmG_2f22_2fGmHVmKA_3d_3d  
Tuesday, March  3, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Work Group Meeting at 9:00 am at SHE.  Everyone is welcomed. Contact Jan Wolfe at:  jan@rhop-brmc.org  or wlfwmn@gmail.com 

Monday, March 9, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  New members welcomed! Contact dilciacolindres@msn.com 
Tuesday, April 7, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Work Group Meeting at 9:00 am at SHE.  Everyone is welcomed. Contact Jan Wolfe at:  jan@rhop-brmc.org  or wlfwmn@gmail.com 
Monday, April 13, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  New members welcomed! Contact dilciacolindres@msn.com 
NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2009:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).

***********************

This Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

 

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

 

 

Dilcia Colindres
Chair, Creciendo Juntos (CJ)

and
Advocate for the Spanish-speaking Community

PO Box 3013

Charlottesville, VA 22903

dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org 
434-963-4676 Ext 4
