CJ Weekly Alert  
January 6 - 12, 2009
The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
For more information about these and other announcements, visit  http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html  

Now -  Latino Boy Scout Troop Beginning:  Encourage Your Latino Families To Get Their Children Involved.  A Hispanic Cub Scout Pack will begin in January at Incarnation Church.  Contact:  Jackie Newton, Membership Chair/BSA Monticello District,

434/977-4815.
Now - Bilingual Volunteers Needed To Help With 2009 Income Tax Returns.  Martha Trujillo, United Way, will be volunteering again this year to help Latinos file their income taxes.  Martha would like to coordinate a group of volunteers to participate in this important effort.  Persons interested in being trained or who have questions about this initiative should contact Martha at 972-1701 or mtrujillo@UnitedWayTJA.org
Now - Literacy & English Playgroups In Southwood.  See below.
Sunday, January 11, 2009:  VACOLAO’s Latino Legislative Summit in Arlington, 12:00pm-4:00pm, Barcroft Community House 800 South Buchanan Street, Arlington, VA 22204.  For more information and to register contact: vacolao@aol.com or andrestobar@comcast.net or 703-379-7487
Monday, January 12, 2009:  PVCC Spanish Language Landscaping Classes Begin.  Mondays & Wednesdays, 6pm – 9pm, 1/12 – 4/29; at Snow’s Nursery, 1977 Avon Street Extended. Contact:  Lucia Caycedo at (434) 961-5285
Monday, January 12, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  New members welcomed!  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  
Monday, January 12, 2009: CJ Health Promoter Working Group.  at SHE at 9:15.  New members welcomed!  Contact Jan Wolfe:  434/263-4858, jan@rhop-brmc.org  Also visit the group’s webpage at http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html 
********************** 
B -  THIS WEEK - THURSDAY, JANUARY 8, 2009: CJ ROUNDTABLE

Creciendo Juntos’ (CJ) Roundtables are offered three times a year to allow all attendees an opportunity to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in an effort to encourage networking, partnering and other support of these projects and interests.

This is an excellent opportunity for government, community, academic, faith based and other groups and individuals that offer services to the Latino community or want to know what community resources exist for Latinos. 

Yes, do bring information about your services, ideally a one page Word document that briefly describes them and eligibility requirements and provides contact information. If possible, your fact sheet should offer the same information in Spanish on the reverse side.  Also welcomed are brochures and other resources for Latinos.  Tables will be available to display your agencies materials.

Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am. The Roundtable will begin promptly at 10:00 am and will be adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. As always, this CJ event will be held in Room A of the Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd. Free – Public Invited. For more information contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org 

***********************

C - LITERACY & ENGLISH PLAYGROUPS IN SOUTHWOOD 

In 2008, Children, Youth and Families Services (CYFS) offered a literacy program and playgroups in Spanish to Latino Southwood residents. 
The playgroup/early literacy group will continue on Mondays from 12:45 – 2:00 pm starting the first full week of 2009 and will continue each week through May 2009.  Moms bring their children or children in their care( aged newborn-6 years) to the Southwood community center for programming.
If the demand continues, CYFS hopes to add a second group next year or possibly run a program in summer 2009. This is a bilingual program but mostly Latino families attend. 

Also for Latino Southwood residents, CYFS will hold a Saturday workshop from 10 -noon in April 2009, led by a local pediatrician on a parenting topic to be determined. 

For more information contact Hilary Nagel at hnagel@cyfs.org  or 296-4118 ex 238.

CYFS Parenting Classes
CYFS offers a six easy steps parenting program that runs for 6 weeks on Tuesday evenings. The next session begins the end of January 2009 and the last session for the year starts in March. The program is conducted in English but it has served Spanish speaking families in the past. In those occasions CYFS provided the training manual in Spanish but the family had to bring in its own interpreter.  For more information on the Six Easy Steps (SES) parenting classes, contact, Beth Castro at (434) 296-4118 x 232 or BCastro@cyfs.org , or visit http://cyfs.org/Parenting%20Class%20Schedules.shtml
***********************

D - HEP FUNDS AVAILABLE TO HELP FARMWORKERS & THEIR CHILDREN OBTAIN AN EDUCATION
Many thanks to Jonathon D. Earl, Management Analyst for Albemarle County Police Department, for sharing the following.
Who May Apply: Institutions of Higher Education (IHEs), Nonprofit Organizations

Who May Apply: IHEs or a public or nonprofit private agency in cooperation with an IHE may apply.

Applications Available: December 23, 2008 (Details at http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2008/E8-30583.htm)

Deadline for Transmittal of Applications: February 23, 2009.

"The purpose of HEP is to help migrant and seasonal farmworkers and their children obtain a general education diploma (GED) that meets the guidelines for high school equivalency established by the State in which the HEP project is conducted, and to gain employment or be placed in an institution of higher education (IHE) or other postsecondary education or training."  

 

“The High School Equivalency Program (HEP) helps migratory and seasonal farmworkers (or children of such workers) who are 16 years of age or older and not currently enrolled in school to obtain the equivalent of a high school diploma and, subsequently, to gain employment or begin postsecondary education or training. The program serves more than 7,000 students annually. Competitive awards are made for up to five years of funding.  HEP participants receive developmental instruction and counseling services intended to prepare them to:  complete the requirements for high school graduation or for General Educational Development (GED) certificates; pass standardized tests of high school equivalency; and participate in subsequent postsecondary education and career activities. The major support services offered through HEP are counseling, job placement, health care, financial aid stipends, housing for residential students, and cultural and academic programs.

***********************

E - SPANISH LANGUAGE MATERIALS AVAILABLE:  WHOOPING COUGH

Health officials in may parts of the US are reporting record cases of whooping cough or pertussis, especially in the Latino community.

CJ was recently contacted by Cecily Rodriguez who has some “well done fotonovelas on whooping cough in Spanish.  I have a disk with radionovelas on whooping cough as well.”  This information was sent to me by the National Latina Health Network.

If your agency is interested in these materials, please contact:  Cecily Rodriguez, Director, Office of Cultural & Linguistic Competence for the Virginia Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation, and Substance Abuse Services, 804/786-5872 or Cecily.Rodriguez@co.dmhmrsas.virginia.gov
http://www.dmhmrsas.virginia.gov/OHRDM-CLC.htm
***********************

F - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals looking for work or job openings), visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html  
Thursday, January 29, 2009: CJ Community Services Workgroup Meeting at 1:00 p.m..  Everyone is welcomed. Contact Martha Trujillo 972-1701 or mtrujillo@UnitedWayTJA.org Also visit the group’s webpage at:  http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/cs.html 
Monday, February 2, 2009:  VACOLAO’s Latino Lobby Day in Richmond.  Join us in responding to legislation the Assembly will be considering this year. For more information and to register contact: vacolao@aol.com or andrestobar@comcast.net or 703-379-7487

Monday, February 9, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  New members welcomed! Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  
Tuesday, February 10, 2009:  Cultural Diversity Training for Albemarle County Employees:  Albemarle’s Latino Residents with Linda Hemby, sociologist and member of CJ’s Executive Committee who has dual citizenship (US/Salvadoran). The training, is from 10:00 – 11:00 am in Room 235.  For more information, County employees can contact Louise Wyatt at (434) 296-5827 Ext. 3894 or lwyatt@albemarle.org 
NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Years 2009 & 2010:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).  The exceptions are:  there are no plenaries in the month of August and the November 2010 plenary is scheduled for Wednesday, not Thursday.
***********************

This Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

 

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

 

 

Peter W. Loach

Deputy Director of Operations

Piedmont Housing Alliance
111 Monticello Avenue, Suite 104

Charlottesville, Virginia 22902

Tel. (434) 817-2436 x116

Cel. (434) 409-2753

Fax. (434) 817-0664

