CJ Weekly Alert  

July 21- 27, 2009

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html 

 **********************
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

For more information about these and other announcements, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org  

Every Week:   Wednesday Morning Latina Women’s Support Group.  Free.  Contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434/964-6472 or Dilcia Colindres at 434/963-4676 Ext 4.

Every Week:  Saturday, Meet Your Neighbor.  This week’s activity will be on Saturday, July 25 at Hope Park, from 11 am – 2:00, where there will be free music, fun, and games as well as opportunities for service providers to network with Latinos and others and for Latinos to learn about community resources.  For more information contact Garrett Trent at garrett@hopecommunitycenter.org or visit www.hopecommunitycenter.org 

Monday, July 27, 2009:  Forward-Adelante Kicks Off Its One Year Anniversary Celebration.  For details and to register visit www.forwardvirginia.com  
For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual  Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org  

********************** 

B - BEFORE JULY 31, 2009:  ALBEMARLE SOCIAL SERVICES POSITION VACANCY

The position is responsible for intake and ongoing caseloads of major eligibility programs such as Food Stamp and Adult Medicaid, including Long Term Care Medicaid. Direct Social Services Benefits Program experience as well as bi-lingual skills is helpful, but not required. Use of computer is an integral part of the daily job activity. Must apply on the Virginia State Application. NOTE: A completed state application is required for this position. Application Deadline: July 31, 2009 at noon. SALARY RANGE: $34,378 – $41,254/Annually, depending on experience and qualification. VRS & full benefits. Albemarle County Department of Human Resources, 401 McIntire Road, Charlottesville, VA 22902 (434) 296-5827 FAX: (434) 296-5828. EOE  A complete job description and state application is available online at. http://www.albemarle.org/jobdetail.asp?department=hr&section_id=1827&ID=12337
********************** 

C – JULY 29, 2009:  CAMPAIGN TO REFORM IMMIGRATION FOR AMERICA MEETING

The Legal Aid Justice Center is proud to be part of the Campaign to Reform Immigration FOR America [www.reformimmigrationforamerica.org].  The Campaign is a united national effort that brings together individuals and grassroots organizations with the mission to build support for workable comprehensive immigration reform.  This is the year!

On Wednesday, July 29, 2009 from 7:30 to 9:00 PM, we will be hosting a meeting in our Charlottesville office at 1000 Preston Ave, Suite A, Charlottesville, VA 22903.  Key leaders of the campaign in Virginia will be presenting a discussion of the national campaign, a federal legislative update, and a call to action.  For a flyer, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjcomm_ann/docs_2009/RIFAFlyer.pdf 

Please forward this announcement to your contacts and networks in Central Virginia, including members of the faith and business communities interested in joining us in our efforts to Reform Immigration FOR America. RSVP by e-mail to the Campaign’s State Director for Virginia, Travis Worl at: tworl@reformimmigrationforamerica.org
********************** 

D – AUGUST 4, 2009:  CALL TO ALL SOUTHWOOD SERVICE PROVIDERS
 

Latinos are easy victims of crime because they typically hesitate to contact, cooperate and interact with the police.  Aware of this, Albemarle County Police Department launched a Neighborhood Watch group in Southwood to improve safety there in general, and to enhance its relationship with all residents, including the majority Latino population.  

Lt. James Bond  from Albemarle County Police will be convening the next Southwood Neighborhood Watch meeting on Tuesday, August 4, 2009, from 7:00 – 9:00 pm. The last meeting was in March.

 

The August 4th meeting will be upbeat, beginning with a potluck, a wonderful Scottish Bagpipe marching band, and K-9 dog and chess presentations, all provided by members of Albemarle Police.

 

All residents who attend are expected to bring their favorite food to share.

 

There will also be door prizes.

 

The last 10 -15 minutes will be a Neighborhood Watch meeting, advising residents of the ACDP’s interest in helping residents to curb crime and inviting their contact and suggestions.  

  

CJ is a member of the planning committee and encourages service providers, with both English and Spanish speaking clients, to help make this event a success by

 

· contacting one or more Southwood residents 

· convincing them to attend the meeting and bring food

· and by actually walking over to the meeting with them, at least to sit down and eat with them or to visit them and others you know who are enjoying the potluck. 

Also welcomed are volunteers who can help pass out flyers in Southwood, bring/donate food and door prizes.  Interested?  Please contact Linda Hemby at lhemby@albemarle.org or at 972-4010.

***********************

E - TAX CREDITS FOR LATINOS

One of the participants at the June CJ Roundtable was  Osvaldo E. Quiroga, an IRS agent from Richmond who is eager to visit Charlottesville to train service providers and communities with information to help Latinos file taxes.  Osvaldo requested that we circulate the following tip.
The "Making work pay credit" is a refundable tax credit that provides up to  $400 for working individuals and up to $800 for married taxpayers filing joint returns. For people who receive a paycheck and are subject to withholding, the credit will typically be handled by their employers through automated withholding changes that employers and payers began. However, certain taxpayers are not entitled to this credit and therefore, it is  highly recommended that all people without valid social security numbers (filing their  taxes with an ITIN), check/review their withholdings (W-4 form) with their employer or, otherwise,  they might end up owing taxes next year, receive a reduced refund. For more information and to find out about other categories of taxpayers that might also have to review their withholdings please visit IRS.gov/recovery. Publications 4766 and 4780 are also useful. Forms and publications are available on www.irs.gov or by calling the IRS at 1-800-829-3676.
Spanish version:
El "Making work pay", es un crédito de impuesto reembolsable que proporciona hasta 400 dólares a los trabajadores y hasta 800 dólares a aquellos contribuyentes casados que además presentan una declaración conjunta. Para quienes reciben un cheque como pago por su trabajo y están sujetos a retención, el crédito normalmente se percibe mediante cambios en dichas retenciones automatizadas que los empleadores y contribuyentes comenzaron. Sin embargo, algunos contribuyentes, como  aquellos sin números de seguridad social válidos (presentando sus impuestos con un ITIN), no califican para este crédito por lo que se les recomienda que revisen sus retenciones (whitholdings) en el formulario W-4  con su empleador o, de lo contrario, podrían terminar debiendo impuestos el año próximo, o con un reembolso reducido. Para obtener mayor información y para averiguar sobre otras categorías de contribuyentes que también podrían tener que revisar sus retenciones, visite IRS.gov/recovery. Las publicaciones 4766 y 4780 también son útiles. Formularios y publicaciones están disponibles en www.irs.gov o llamando al IRS al 1-800-829-3676.

To invite Osvaldo to your community or church, or for information about Latinos and taxes, write  Osvaldo.E.Quiroga@irs.gov or call 804-916-8561.
***********************

F - MYTH BUSTING FACTS:  AFRO AMERICANS AND LATINOS

Many thanks to Eddie Summers, Charlottesville Immigration Center, for this reference.

Anti-immigrant groups have repeatedly tried to drive a wedge between African Americans and immigrants by capitalizing on the myth that immigrants take American jobs-particularly jobs that would otherwise go to African Americans. That myth, as anti-immigrant groups present it, is simply not true, says Gerald Jaynes, a professor of Economics and African American Studies at Yale University. In a new Perspectives piece for the Immigration Policy Center, A Conversation about the Economic Effects of Immigration on African Americans, Jaynes dispels the myth that immigrants take "black jobs"and instead suggests we find solutions on how to lift up all low-wage American workers. (July 14, 2009)  Read more at:  http://www.immigrationpolicy.org/index.php?content=p090714
Other immigration mythbusting facts can be found in the Immigration Myths & Facts section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org 
***********************

G - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

Unless indicated, the following are free, in English, and open to the public.  

For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or job openings), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS SECTION OF THE CJ WEBSITE:  http://www.cj-network.org  

Tuesday, August 4, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com  , ns7e@virginia.edu  or  Katie.Burke@pphsinc.org   For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html  

Tuesday, August 4, 2009:  Southwood Neighborhood Watch Meeting.  Community Center, 7:30 – 9:30, beginning with a potluck.  Contact:  bondj@albemarle.org 

Saturday, August 8, 2009:  Meet Your Neighbor.  This week’s MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR activity will be at Tonsler Park, from 11 am – 2:00, where there will be free music, fun, and games as well as opportunities for service providers to network with Latinos and others and for Latinos to learn about community resources.  For more information contact Garrett Trent at garrett@hopecommunitycenter.org or visit www.hopecommunitycenter.org 

Monday, August 10, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm at Piedmont Housing Alliance (downtown), next to ACAC.  New members are most welcomed.  Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  For more information on the Executive Committee, visit www.cj-network.org  
Saturday, August 15, 2009:  Meet Your Neighbor.  This week’s MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR activity will be at Lee Park, from 11 am – 2:00, where there will be free music, fun, and games as well as opportunities for service providers to network with Latinos and others and for Latinos to learn about community resources.  For more information contact Garrett Trent at garrett@hopecommunitycenter.org or visit www.hopecommunitycenter.org 
Saturday, August 22, 2009:  Meet Your Neighbor.  This week’s MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR activity will be a Health Workshop & Screening at Rives Park, from 11 am – 2:00, where there will be free music, fun, and games as well as opportunities for service providers to network with Latinos and others and for Latinos to learn about community resources.  For more information contact Garrett Trent at garrett@hopecommunitycenter.org or visit www.hopecommunitycenter.org 

Thursday, August 27, 2009:  CJ & United Way Workshop for Service Providers - What to Expect From Interpreter Services.  3:30 pm at United Way, downtown Cville.   Contact:  Martha Trujillo at 972-1701 or mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org  

Beginning in September 2009:  Literacy Program in Southwood.  Children, Youth and Families Services (CYFS) will be operating the early literacy program on Fridays, from 10:30-noon, beginning in September 2009.  Contact Hilary Nagel at (434) 296-4118 ex 238 or hnagel@cyfs.org  ; http://www.cyfs.org  

Thursday, September 10, 2009: CJ Plenary -  Improving Safety and Reducing Crime in Latino Communities:  Albemarle County Police Department’s Southwood Neighborhoood Watch with Lt. James Bond.  10 - 11:30 am; registration and coffee & donuts begin at 9:45. For more information email lhemby@albemarle.org 
September 10 – 11, 2009:  Conference - Advancing Health Equity:  From Theory To Practice (Richmond).  Addressing inequities in health is probably our most significant public health challenge and crosses all disciplines. The goal of the conference is a call to action by stakeholders throughout Virginia to reverse the inequitable distribution of social determinants of health by designing healthy communities.  Agenda, location, sponsorship and other event details are located at  http://www.vdh.state.va.us/healthpolicy/2009conference/documents/sponsorship-document.pdf  

Monday, September 14, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm at Piedmont Housing Alliance (downtown), next to ACAC.  New members are most welcomed.  Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  For more information on the Executive Committee, visit www.cj-network.org  
Saturday, September 26, 2009: Harrisonburg International Festival, noon – 6 pm, at Hillandale Park in Harrisonburg, includes international foods, music, Aztec and other dancers, artists, vendors, storytellers, activities for all ages, a multi-language area, and a cultural fashion show featuring traditional dress.  http://www.harrisonburg-international-festival.org  

Thursday, October 8, 2009: CJ Plenary - Domestic Violence in the Latino Community.  10 - 11:30 am; registration and coffee & donuts begin at 9:45. Details will soon be posted in the Community Announcement Section of the CJ website www.cj-network.org  For more information, contact dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org  

Saturday, October 24, 2009:  CJ Annual Help Fair – Fería de Ayuda from 2-4 pm at Word of Faith Church. Government offices, non-profits, churches, educational institutions, businesses and others serving the Latino community are invited to participate and/or to donate funds, food, music, dance performance, or a door prize.  Contact Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org for overviews of previous CJ Help Fairs, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/cs.html 

Thursday, October 29, 2009:  CJ & United Way Workshop for Service Providers - Helping Latinos Negotiate the Paperwork Maze.  3:30 pm at United Way, downtown Cville.   Contact:  Martha Trujillo at 972-1701 or mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 

Thursday, November 12, 2009: CJ Plenary -  Immigration Advocacy Training with Reform Immigration for America. 10 - 11:30 am; registration and coffee & donuts begin at 9:45. Details will soon be posted in the Community Announcement Section of the CJ website www.cj-network.org  For more information, contact tim@justice4all.org 

Thursday, December 10, 2009:  CJ Roundtable.  10 - 11:30 am; registration and coffee & donuts begin at 9:45. All area service providers – government, community faith based, academic and others – are encouraged to attend since they will have opportunities to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in and to network, partner and generate other support of these projects and interests.  For more information, contact lhemby@albemarle.org 
NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2009:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). There are no plenaries in July and August.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. 

***********************

The weekly CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org    

The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Dilcia Colindres

Chair, Creciendo Juntos (CJ) and

Advocate for the Spanish-speaking Community

PO Box 3013

Charlottesville, VA 22903

dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org  

434-963-4676 Ext. 4

