CJ Weekly Alert  

July 7 - 13, 2009

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html 
 **********************
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

For more information about these and other announcements, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org  

Every Week:   Wednesday Morning Latina Women’s Support Group.  Free.  Contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472 or Dilcia Colindres at 434-963-4676 Ext 4.
Every Week:  Saturday, Meet Your Neighbor.  This week, June 27, 11am – 2 pm, at Azelea Park. Free music, fun, and games as well as opportunities for service providers to network with Latinos and others and for Latinos to learn about community resources.  For more information contact Garrett Trent at garrett@hopecommunitycenter.org or visit www.hopecommunitycenter.org 

Tuesday, July 7, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com , ns7e@virginia.edu  or  Katie.Burke@pphsinc.org   For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html  
Wednesday, July 8, 2009:  Film Screening And Q And A: The Little Trip Of A Dream.  See details below.
Monday, July 13, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm at Piedmont Housing Alliance (downtown), next to ACAC.  New members are most welcomed.  Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  For more information on the Executive Committee, visit www.cj-network.org 

For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual  Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org  

********************** 

B - TIM FREILICH WINS IMMIGRANT ADVOCACY AWARD
There are few people working with Latinos in our area who do not know and greatly appreciate the fine work of Tim Freilich, immigration attorney with the Legal Aid Justice Center (LAJC).  

The American Constitution Society for Law and Policy has given the first David Carliner Public Interest Award to Tim, whose Immigration Advocacy Program, part of the LAJC, also received a $10,000 cash prize in addition to the award during the society’s annual convention on Saturday.  The award is meant to honor mid-career public interest lawyers who do advocacy work for marginalized people. 
Tim has worked with the Immigrant Advocacy Program since 2005.  During this time, he has served as co-counsel on a class action suit on behalf of Hispanic workers brought to American to plant trees under the H-2B work visa program, helped promote immigrant-friendly policies, and among other initiatives, has been an active CJ member, serving on its Executive Committee and providing workshops on Virginia immigration policy.
********************** 

C - WEDNESDAY, JULY 8, 2009:  FILM SCREENING AND Q AND A: THE LITTLE TRIP OF A DREAM

“The Little Trip of a Dream” is a documentary (34 min) that tells the story of an American woman who during a trip to Mexico meets the village of her undocumented friends with whom she works back in Richmond, Va. In interviews with the community, the woman, Jen, comes to understand her friends’ motivations for migrating to the U.S. Jen also runs into former co-workers and her friends’ family members who stayed behind.

Curious, Jen travels to the U.S./Mexico border to see the conditions in which her friends had to travel. There, she meets activists who are trying to help migrants and other people who don’t want migrants to enter the U.S. Jen explores the border and its different manifestations and when she returns to Richmond to share her experience with her friends, she sees them with new eyes.

Showing is at 8 pm at The Bridge.  Donations requested. 984·5669, http://www.thebridgepai.com 
********************** 

D – COOLING ASSISTANCE FOR HOUSEHOLDS WITH SENIORS, THE DISABLED, AND CHILDREN 6 YEARS OR YOUNGER 

Low income residents of the City of Charlottesville and Albemarle County, including Latinos, may be able to receive help paying an electric bill this summer if they meet eligibility requirements.  Applications and fact sheets for the following programs are available in English and Spanish.  

MACAA/CARES maximum assistance is $300.  Its requirements are: 

A/ households with persons who are at least 60 yrs:  no disconnection notice required; must have exhausted all other resources

B/  households with children 6 years or younger or with persons who are disabled:  must have exhausted all other resources; disconnection notice is required; experienced a family or personal crisis

Verifications required:  documentation of all household income; an unpaid bill in applicant’s name; a picture ID; social security numbers for everyone living in the household; a copy of lease agreement: if renting; proof of all other monthly bills

NOTE:  MACAA/CARES has no immigration status requirement
For more information and questions about this program, or for an application, please call 434-295-3171 Ex. 3050.  Spanish language speakers should ask for Ana Espinoza.  To receive a flyer or fact sheet in Spanish, write Ana at:  a_espinoza@macaa.org  

SOCIAL SERVICES

Eligibility is limited to households with persons who are 60 or older, 6 years or younger, or disabled.  Households must also meet income limits. Maximum assistance is $475 towards an outstanding electricity bill which is equal to or less than this amount.  The program also provides for the purchase/installation of an air conditioner.  

NOTE:  Social Service cooling assistance requires that eligible household members (aged, disabled or 6 years or younger) are lawful permanent residents or citizens
For more information and questions about this program please visit http://www.dss.virginia.gov/benefit/ea/cooling/index.cgi  For applications, please call Charlottesville Social Services for residents living in the city  434-970-3400, or Albemarle Social Services for county residents 434-972-4010.
********************** 

E - THURSDAY, JULY 16, 2009:  TRAIN TO BE A LATINO BOARD MEMBER
The Center for Nonprofit Excellence is hosting an information session  - on Thursday, July 16, at 4:00 pm, at  CitySpace, CCDC 100 5th St NE (Downtown Mall), - for its new Board Development Academy, now accepting nominations for a fall start.  The CNE welcomes applications from emerging leaders and those from under-represented parts of our community.  If you are a member of the Latino community who serves on a nonprofit board and may wish to strengthen your performance, or who works for a company who understand the role that nonprofits play in making the greater Charlottesville area a healthy community, or wish to explore being a high-performing board member in the future, please join us!  For more information on the CNE’s Board Development Academy, visit:  www.thecne.org/bda
********************** 

F – BEFORE JULY 31:  CALLING ALL LATINO DESIGNERS AND NON-PROFITS SERVING LATINOS!
Applications for the 2009 Design Marathon are now available!  The Design Marathon is an annual event in which teams of talented designers (architects, landscape architects, planners & graphic designers) donate 12 hours of professional services to ten competitively selected local non-profit organizations.  The Second Annual Design Marathon will be held at CCDC on Friday, October 2 from 10 am - 10 pm.  Strongly encouraged to apply are Latino designers & non-profits serving Latino.  An application can be downloaded from the Design Marathon website -  www.cvilledesign.org - or picked up at CCDC, the Charlottesville Chamber of Commerce or the Center for Non-Profit Excellence.  The deadline for applications is July 31 at 5 pm. Winners will be announced on September 1st. CCDC will host two brown bag lunch information sessions on July 7 & 13 from 12-1 pm to answer questions about the Design Marathon and the application process. Meanwhile, for more information contact  Jane Fisher at 434/984-2232 or fisher@cvilledesign.org   
***********************

G - NEW TOOL HELPS LATINO FAMILIES EAT HEALTHY AND SAVE MONEY
This new tool, available July 1, 2009, at helps families eat healthy by ensuring a variety of healthy foods from all of the food groups, including fruits, vegetables, low-fat or fat-free milk and dairy foods, whole grains and meats, beans and nuts. By providing a shopping list with ingredients to prepare a week of dinners for six people, families can save money by limiting impulse buys and extra trips to the grocery store. 

http://www.mealsmatter.org/en-espanol/plan-familiar-de-comidas.pdf ,
***********************

H – WHAT’S NEW IN THE NEWS?
Obama Administration Anti Undocumented Policy

Under the Obama administration, Homeland Security's bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) stated that it has dropped the high-profile workplace raids that marked the enforcement approach of the Bush administration. Instead, on July 1, ICE sent 650 employers written notices that they may face civil fines if they are found to be using undocumented workers. 

http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/lanow/2009/07/more-than-650-businesses-nationwide-to-have-employee-work-files-inspected.html and http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/03/us/03immig.html?_r=1&ref=us 

Bush Anti Undocumented Policy Blasted

A national commission blasted the federal government for its tactics in a series of workplace immigration raids, saying in a report, released on June 19, that U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents had violated workers' rights and traumatized communities.

http://www.greeleytribune.com/article/20090618/NEWS/906189982/1002/NONE&parentprofile=1001 

***********************

I - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

Unless indicated, the following are free, in English, and open to the public.  

For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or job openings), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS SECTION OF THE CJ WEBSITE:  http://www.cj-network.org  

Saturday, July 18, 2009:  VHDA First Time Homebuyer Education Class in Spanish.  10 am – 4 pm. To register and for more information:  Shelley Murphy at 434/817-2436 x 104 
Monday, July 27, 2009:  Forward-Adelante Kicks Off Its One Year Anniversary Celebration.  For details and to register visit www.forwardvirginia.com  
Tuesday, August 4, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com  , ns7e@virginia.edu  or  Katie.Burke@pphsinc.org   For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html  

Tuesday, August 4, 2009:  Southwood Neighborhood Watch Meeting.  Community Center, 7:30 – 9:30, beginning with a potluck.  Contact:  bondj@albemarle.org 

Monday, August 10, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm at Piedmont Housing Alliance (downtown), next to ACAC.  New members are most welcomed.  Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  For more information on the Executive Committee, visit www.cj-network.org  
Thursday, August 27, 2009:  CJ & United Way Workshop for Service Providers - What to Expect From Interpreter Services.  3:30 pm at United Way, downtown Cville.   Contact:  Martha Trujillo at 972-1701 or mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org  

Beginning in September 2009:  Literacy Program in Southwood.  Children, Youth and Families Services (CYFS) will be operating the early literacy program on Fridays, from 10:30-noon, beginning in September 2009.  Contact Hilary Nagel at (434) 296-4118 ex 238 or hnagel@cyfs.org  ; http://www.cyfs.org  

September 10 – 11, 2009:  Conference - Advancing Health Equity:  From Theory To Practice (Richmond).  Addressing inequities in health is probably our most significant public health challenge and crosses all disciplines. The goal of the conference is a call to action by stakeholders throughout Virginia to reverse the inequitable distribution of social determinants of health by designing healthy communities.  Agenda, location, sponsorship and other event details are located at  http://www.vdh.state.va.us/healthpolicy/2009conference/documents/sponsorship-document.pdf  

Saturday, September 26, 2009: Harrisonburg International Festival, noon – 6 pm, at Hillandale Park in Harrisonburg, includes international foods, music, Aztec and other dancers, artists, vendors, storytellers, activities for all ages, a multi-language area, and a cultural fashion show featuring traditional dress.  http://www.harrisonburg-international-festival.org  

Saturday, October 24, 2009:  CJ Annual Help Fair – Fería de Ayuda from 2-4 pm at Word of Faith Church. Government offices, non-profits, churches, educational institutions, businesses and others serving the Latino community are invited to participate and/or to donate funds, food, music, dance performance, or a door prize.  Contact Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org for overviews of previous CJ Help Fairs, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/cs.html 

Thursday, October 29, 2009:  CJ & United Way Workshop for Service Providers - Helping Latinos Negotiate the Paperwork Maze.  3:30 pm at United Way, downtown Cville.   Contact:  Martha Trujillo at 972-1701 or mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 
November 2009:  Segunda Conferencia Annual - Para Ti, Mujer.  Contact Pastora Hazael Garay, hazaelgaray@gmail.com  or visit http://hazaelgaray.com/SobreNosotros.html  

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2009:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). There are no plenaries in July and August.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. 

***********************

The weekly CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org    

The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Dilcia Colindres

Chair, Creciendo Juntos (CJ) and

Advocate for the Spanish-speaking Community

PO Box 3013

Charlottesville, VA 22903

dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org  

434-963-4676 Ext. 4

