CJ Weekly Alert  

June 23 - 29, 2009

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html 
 **********************
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

For more information about these and other announcements, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org  

Every Week:   Wednesday Morning Latina Women’s Support Group.  Free.  Contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472 or Dilcia Colindres at 434-963-4676 Ext 4.
Every Week:  Saturday, Meet Your Neighbor.  This week, June 27, 11am – 2 pm, at Azelea Park. Free music, fun, and games as well as opportunities for service providers to network with Latinos and others and for Latinos to learn about community resources.  For more information contact Garrett Trent at garrett@hopecommunitycenter.org or visit www.hopecommunitycenter.org 
LAST WEEK:  Exhibition - El Barrio (The Neighborhood, The I connect Southwood Youth Photography Project.  Photos taken by Southwood’s children and exhibited in Belmont at the Bridge.  For more information: http://www.thebridgepai.com/2009/06/01/el-barrio-the-neighborhood-the-iconnect-southwood-youth-photography-project     

For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual  Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org  

********************** 

B - THURSDAY, JUNE 25, 2009:  TRAIN TO BE A LATINO BOARD MEMBER
The Center for Nonprofit Excellence is hosting an information session  - on Thursday, June 25, at 3:30pm, at  CitySpace - for its new Board Development Academy, now accepting nominations for a fall start.  The CNE welcomes applications from emerging leaders and those from under-represented parts of our community.  If you are a member of the Latino community who serves on a nonprofit board and may wish to strengthen your performance, or works for a company who understand the role that nonprofits play in making the greater Charlottesville area a healthy community or wish to explore being a high-performing board member in the future, please join us!  For more information on the CNE’s Board Development Academy, visit:  www.thecne.org
********************** 

C - JUNE 25, 2009: CJ & UNITED WAY WORKSHOP FOR SERVICE PROVIDERS - TAX ASSISTANCE FOR LATINOS 

Come hear lessons learned from this year’s tax preparation outreach to the Latino community. Reimi Okuyama, Thomas Jefferson Area EITC Coordinator, and Martha Trujillo, United Way Information & Referral Specialist, will talk about requirements and possible refunds for Latino workers.  Place: United Way, 806 East High Street, Charlottesville. Time: 3:30 p.m. To RSVP or for more information, contact Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org  or 972-1701. This event is sponsored by Creciendo Juntos (CJ) and the United Way-Thomas Jefferson Area. 

********************** 

D - SATURDAY, JULY 18, 2009:  VHDA FIRST TIME HOMEBUYER EDUCATION CLASS
The class is designed to take the mystery out of the home buying process and help Latino homebuyers prepare to make important decisions about buying a home. Completion of VHDA's Intro to Homeownership class is required by all borrowers in order to become eligible for all VHDA loan programs.  Time:  10:00 am – 4:00 pm.  Place:  Piedmont Housing Alliance (next to ACAC).  Call Shelley Murphy at 434/817-2436 x 104 to register or for more information or a flyer in Spanish.  
***********************

E - CJ JUNE ROUNDTABLE:  CHECK OUT WHO CAME AND WHAT THEY ARE UP TO!
CJ Roundtables are offered three or four times a year to allow all attendees an opportunity to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in an effort to encourage networking, partnering and other support of these projects and interests.
If you missed the June 2009 Roundtable, check out the meeting summary to see who came – 27 attended -  and what they are up to::

http://www.cj-network.org/cjinitiatives/2009/CJRoundtableJun09.doc 

For a summary on the previous Roundtable (January 2009), visit: 

 http://www.cj-network.org/cjplmin/2009/CJPlenaryJan09.doc 
***********************

F – WHAT’S NEW IN THE NEWS?
New Data:  Virginia's Immigrants, Latinos, and Asians are a Political and Economic Powerhouse.  There is new data about Virginia’s undocumented immigrants.  For example, they paid between $260 million and $311 million in taxes in 2007. Too, the state’s undocumented population, which earned between $2.6 billion and $3.1 billion in 2007, even after accounting for remittances sent back to their home countries, uses their income to purchase Virginia’s goods and services.  Read the report at:  http://www.immigrationpolicy.org/images/File/factcheck/New%20Americans%20in%20the%20Old%20Dominion%20State.pdf
Keeping Migrants Here: Recent Research Shows Unintended Consequences. The Department of Homeland Security released a report showing that apprehensions of undocumented immigrants at the U.S.-Mexico border are at their lowest level since 1973, leaving many observers contemplating the factors responsible for this decline. Is it the recession-plagued U.S. economy or beefed-up enforcement efforts? New data sheds light on the decline in apprehensions and reveals the surprising, unintended consequences of border enforcement. According to 4,012 interviews conducted with migrants and prospective migrants in Mexico, California, and Oklahoma between 2005 and 2009, the drying up of the U.S. job market, coupled with the high personal and financial costs of migration, are slowing the pace of undocumented migration from Mexico. At the same time, undocumented immigrants already here are staying put due to the high costs and physical risks of being smuggled back into the United States, fear of losing their U.S. jobs, and lack of economic opportunities in Mexico. The data reveals that, ironically, enhanced border security has created "reduced circularity in migration"- essentially locking migrants in the United States as the prospect of going home and returning later has become increasingly expensive and dangerous.  The new research indicates that the condition of the U.S. economy is far more significant in explaining the recent decline in border apprehensions than any of the enforcement-only measures that have been implemented to date. Border-enforcement efforts will continue to be largely ineffectual until the U.S. immigration system is brought into line with the ups and downs of U.S. labor demand, which drives so much of undocumented immigration in the first place. Enforcement is not a substitute for reform. Read the entire report at:
http://www.immigrationpolicy.org/images/File/factcheck/Keeping%20Migrants%20Here.pdf 

Pro-English measures being revived across U.S. The movement to make English the official language of U.S. government seems to come and go in cycles, and now it's back in Congress and numerous state legislatures.  Read the MSNBC report at http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/31176525/from/ET/  Also see Lost in Translation:  Latinos and the Bilingual Divide at http://allday.msnbc.msn.com/archive/2009/06/17/1968748.aspx 

New Report - Latinos targeted for abuse.  A report by the Southern Poverty Law Center is sure to throw gasoline on the fiery immigration debate. It claims low-income Latino immigrants are victims of widespread abuse in the South regardless of their immigration status. It says the phenomenon threatens to undermine America's ideals and "create an underclass of people who are invisible to justice.  Read the report at http://www.splcenter.org/news/item.jsp?aid=375 
 ***********************

G - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

Unless indicated, the following are free, in English, and open to the public.  

For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or job openings), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS SECTION OF THE CJ WEBSITE

http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html   

Sign Up Your Latino Clients for the Fall Spanish Language Strengthening Families Program.  Contact:  Robert Wadden at 434/972-1881 or robertw@regionten.org
Beginning in July 2008:  Charlottesville City Adult ESL Classes.  Cherry Stewart at 434-245-2815 or Cherry.Stewart@ccs.k12.va.us 

Tuesday, July 7, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com  , ns7e@virginia.edu  or  Katie.Burke@pphsinc.org   For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html  

Monday, July 13, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm at Piedmont Housing Alliance (downtown), next to ACAC.  New members are most welcomed.  Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  For more information on the Executive Committee, visit www.cj-network.org 

Saturday, July 18, 2009:  VHDA First Time Homebuyer Education Class in Spanish.  10 am – 4 pm. To register and for more information:  Shelley Murphy at 434/817-2436 x 104 
Tuesday, August 4, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com  , ns7e@virginia.edu  or  Katie.Burke@pphsinc.org   For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html  

Monday, August 10, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm at Piedmont Housing Alliance (downtown), next to ACAC.  New members are most welcomed.  Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  For more information on the Executive Committee, visit www.cj-network.org  
Thursday, August 27, 2009:  CJ & United Way Workshop for Service Providers - What to Expect From Interpreter Services.  3:30 pm at United Way, downtown Cville.   Contact:  Martha Trujillo at 972-1701 or mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org  

Beginning in September 2009:  Literacy Program in Southwood.  Children, Youth and Families Services (CYFS) will be operating the early literacy program on Fridays, from 10:30-noon, beginning in September 2009.  Contact Hilary Nagel at (434) 296-4118 ex 238 or hnagel@cyfs.org  ; http://www.cyfs.org  

September 10 – 11, 2009:  Conference - Advancing Health Equity:  From Theory To Practice (Richmond).  Addressing inequities in health is probably our most significant public health challenge and crosses all disciplines. The goal of the conference is a call to action by stakeholders throughout Virginia to reverse the inequitable distribution of social determinants of health by designing healthy communities.  Agenda, location, sponsorship and other event details are located at  http://www.vdh.state.va.us/healthpolicy/2009conference/documents/sponsorship-document.pdf  

Saturday, September 26, 2009: Harrisonburg International Festival, noon – 6 pm, at Hillandale Park in Harrisonburg, includes international foods, music, Aztec and other dancers, artists, vendors, storytellers, activities for all ages, a multi-language area, and a cultural fashion show featuring traditional dress.  http://www.harrisonburg-international-festival.org  

Saturday, October 24, 2009:  CJ Annual Help Fair – Fería de Ayuda from 2-4 pm at Word of Faith Church. Government offices, non-profits, churches, educational institutions, businesses and others serving the Latino community are invited to participate and/or to donate funds, food, music, dance performance, or a door prize.  Contact Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org for overviews of previous CJ Help Fairs, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/cs.html 

Thursday, October 29, 2009:  CJ & United Way Workshop for Service Providers - Helping Latinos Negotiate the Paperwork Maze.  3:30 pm at United Way, downtown Cville.   Contact:  Martha Trujillo at 972-1701 or mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 
November 2009:  Segunda Conferencia Annual - Para Ti, Mujer.  Contact Pastora Hazael Garay, hazaelgaray@gmail.com or visit http://hazaelgaray.com/SobreNosotros.html  

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2009:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). There are no plenaries in July and August.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. 

***********************

The weekly CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org    

The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Dilcia Colindres

Chair, Creciendo Juntos (CJ) and

Advocate for the Spanish-speaking Community

PO Box 3013

Charlottesville, VA 22903

dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org  

434-963-4676 Ext. 4

