CJ Weekly Alert  
May 12- 18, 2009
 

 

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
 

For more information about these and other announcements, visit  


http://ww" \t "_blank" 
http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html
  

Entire month of May, Southwood Children’s Art on Display at McGuffey Art Center.  For more information contact:  dfoster@newventure.com or 964-1022.

Monday, May 11, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  New members welcomed! Contact dilciacolindres@msn.com
May 11 & 18, 2009:  Literacy Tutor Training Session with Literacy Volunteers of Cville/Albemarle.  Contact(434)  977-3838 or email dfoerster@literacyforall.org 
For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual  Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit 

http://ww" \t "_blank" 
http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html
  

********************** 
B - THURSDAY, MAY 14, 2009: CJ PLENARY - THE STATE OF EDUCATION FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS

This CJ plenary will include presentations about ELL demographics, stories of challenges and triumphs, how Albemarle County is helping students and families adjust and succeed in school, and other related topics.  Among the speakers are Courtney Stewart, International & ESOL Coordinator, Gloria Rockhold, Coordinator of Latino Community Relations, and Laura Brown, Family Support.  
Registration is at 9:45.  The plenary is from 10 – 11:30 am in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended.  Contact Gloria Rockhold at: grockhold@k12albemarle.org 
********************** 
C -  COMING IN JUNE:  LATINA WOMEN’S SUPPORT GROUP

Elizabeth Irving Counselor, Charlottesville League of Therapist and Women’s Initiative, and Dilcia Colindres, Shelter for Help in Emergency, will be offering a support group for Latina women beginning June 12, every Friday at the Word of Faith Church (across the street from Albemarle High School). Transportation and childcare will be provided.  For more information, contact Elizabeth Irving at 434-964-6472, or Dilcia Colindres at 434-963-4676 Ext 4.
***********************

D - ADULT SUMMERTIME SOCCER SHOWDOWN 
SOCA invites adult soccer players to participate in the Second Annual Adult Summertime 6v6 Showdown.  The tournament will be held at SOCA-ACAC South Fork Soccer Park in Charlottesville, VA.  The tournament will be a one-day format, with games being played between 9:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, June 13, 2009.  In the event of inclement weather prior to the start of the tournament, the make-up day will be on Sunday, June 14, 2009. Tournament Teams will play 6 versus 6 on 60 yards long by 40 yards wide Bermuda grass fields with full size goals.  There are three divisions: 1)Co-Rec Open Division (men and women) 2)Men's Open Division and 3)Women's Open Division. The competitive bracket is meant for the more advanced players. The Tournament fee is $300 per team. Each team is allowed a minimum of 6 players and a maximum of 12 players on their tournament roster.  Tournament Fee and Team Roster due Tuesday, May 19, 2009. Teams will be placed on a first-come, first-served basis.   
Get the word out to your Latino Clients and/or help them obtain the tournament fee.  For more information, visit http://www.socaspot.org/tournaments.php or contact Zane Hill at 434/975-5025 or at Zane.Hill@socaspot.org  

***********************

E –THE DREAM ACT:  A HUMANITARIAN REFORM FOR LATINO CHILDREN

Eddie Summers, attorney with the Charlottesville Immigration Law Center, would like to remind everyone of the importance of the Dream Act.  

Approximately 2.8 million students will graduate from US High Schools this year. Some will go on to college; others will join the military or take another path in life. But they will get the opportunity to test their dreams and live their American story. However, a group of about 65,000 students a year will not have this opportunity because they bear the inherited title of undocumented immigrant. These highly motivated individuals have lived in the United States all their lives and want nothing more than to be recognized as American citizens.

The Development, Relief and Education for Alien Minors Act (The "DREAM Act") is a piece of proposed federal legislation that was introduced in the US Senate, and the US House of Representatives in March 26, 2009. This bill would provide certain immigrant students who graduate from US high schools, are of good moral character, arrived in the US as children, and have been in the country continuously for at least five years prior to the bill's enactment, the opportunity to earn conditional permanent residency. The students will obtain temporary residency for a lapse of six years. Within the six year period, a qualified student must attend college, and earn a two year degree, or serve in the military for two years in order to earn citizenship after the six years period. If student does not comply with either his/her college requirement or military service requirement, temporary residency will be taken away and student will be subjected to deportation.
Why should you care? There is no other pathway to citizenship for these students. Besides the injustice of punishing children for the alleged transgressions of their parents, throwing away the talent we have invested in from K-12 and accruing losses in human and financial capital by deporting talented students is bad public policy. The Social Security Administration has recently stated that we need a net increase of 100,000 immigrants each year to ensure Social Security solvency. Passing the DREAM Act would actually help solve the Social Security crisis by creating a larger taxable base of educated Americans that are already in the United States. It would also free some of the backlog that currently plagues the legal immigration system. Also, the DREAM Act in its latest form, does not grant in-state tuition to any student.

Talking Points:  The Dream Act – A Central Element of Reform

http://www.aila.org/Content/default.aspx?docid=28762 

Talking Points:  Relief for the Families of U.S. Citizens and Lawful Residents

http://www.aila.org/content/fileviewer.aspx?docid=28218&linkid=195067
For more information on the Dream Act, including weekly updates, media reports, student stories, visit the National Immigration Law Center’s Dream Act webpage at: 

http://www.nilc.org/immlawpolicy/DREAM/index.htm 

CJ maintains online local and selected national resources related to Latino Families and Children at http://www.cj-network.org/cjimmrights/know_your_rights.html#lat_parents 
***********************

F - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Unless indicated, the following are free, in English, and open to the public.  

 

For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or job openings), visit 


http://ww" \t "_blank" 
http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html
  

Saturday & Sunday May 30 & 31, 2009: Mexican Consulate Visits Charlottesville.  Information can only be obtained in Spanish, Monday through Friday, between 6 and 7 pm, at  434) 960-9561.
Beginning in June 2009:  Cyfs Playgroups In Southwood.  .  For more information contact Hilary Nagel at hnagel@cyfs.org or (434) 296-4118 ex 238. CYFS’ website is http://www.cyfs.org
Beginning in June 2009:  Latina Women’s Friday Support Group.  Facilitated by Charlottesville League of Therapists and SHE.  For more information, contact Elizabeth Irving at 434-964-6472, or Dilcia Colindres at 434-963-4676 Ext 4.
Tuesday, June 2, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  At 9:00 am at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com , ns7e@virginia.edu or  Katie.Burke@pphsinc.org  For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html 
Monday, June 8, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  New members welcomed! Contact dilciacolindres@msn.com 

Thursday, June 11, 2009: CJ Roundtable.  10 – 11:30, Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended. Registration starts at 9:45. Roundtables are offered three times a year to allow all attendees an opportunity to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in an effort to encourage networking, partnering and other support of these projects and interests. Contact: Dilcia Colindes at dilciacolindres@msn.com
Friday, June 12, 2009:   Governor’s Latino Advisory Board Town Hall in Charlottesville, 6 – 8:00 pm at the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extd, Room A. Contact Peter Loach: peterl@piedmonthousing.org; 434-817-2436, ext. 116.

Tuesday, July 2, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com , ns7e@virginia.edu or  Katie.Burke@pphsinc.org  For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html 

Monday, July 13, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  New members welcomed! Contact dilciacolindres@msn.com 

Beginning in September 2009:  Literacy Program In Southwood.  Children, Youth and Families Services (CYFS) will be operating the early literacy program on Fridays, from 10:30-noon, beginning in September 2009.  Contact Hilary Nagel at (434) 296-4118 ex 238 or hnagel@cyfs.org ; http://www.cyfs.org 

September 10 – 11, 2009:  Conference - Advancing Health Equity:  From Theory To Practice (Richmond).  Addressing inequities in health is probably our most significant public health challenge and crosses all disciplines. The goal of the conference is a call to action by stakeholders throughout Virginia to reverse the inequitable distribution of social determinants of health by designing healthy communities.  Agenda, location, sponsorship and other event details are located at  http://www.vdh.state.va.us/healthpolicy/2009conference/documents/sponsorship-document.pdf 
Saturday, October 24, 2009:  CJ Annual Help Fair – Fería de Ayuda from 2-4 pm at Word of Faith Church. Government offices, non-profits, churches, educational institutions, businesses and others serving the Latino community are invited to participate and/or to donate funds, food, music, dance performance, or a door prize.  Contact Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org For overviews of previous CJ Help Fairs, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/cs.html 

November 2009:  Segunda Conferencia Annual - Para Ti, Mujer.  Contact Pastora Hazael Garay, hazaelgaray@gmail.com or visit http://hazaelgaray.com/SobreNosotros.html 

 

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2009:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). There are no plenaries in July and August.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. 
***********************

This Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

 

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at 

http://www.cj-network.org/" \t "_blank" 
www.cj-network.org
 , is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

 

 

Dilcia Colindres

Chair, Creciendo Juntos (CJ)

and

Advocate for the Spanish-speaking Community

PO Box 3013

Charlottesville, VA 22903

dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org 
434-963-4676 Ext 4

 

 

