CJ Weekly Alert  
May  5- 11, 2009
 

 

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
 

 **********************
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
 

For more information about these and other announcements, visit  


http://ww" \t "_blank" 
http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html
  

Tuesday, May 5, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting at 9:00 am at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com , ns7e@virginia.edu or  Katie.Burke@pphsinc.org  For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html 
Tuesday, May 5, 2009:  Ballet Hispanico performs at the Paramount in Charlottesville.  Visit

http://www.theparamount.net/calendar_shows_ballethispanico.aspx 

Entire month of May, Southwood Children’s art on display at McGuffey Art Center.  For more information contact:  dfoster@newventure.com or 964-1022.

Wednesday, May 6, 2009:  Training the Trainers "Raids Response Training.”  Visit http://www.immigrationadvocates.org/calendar/event.243716-Raids_Response_Training 
Saturday, May 9, 2009:  Charlottesville Festival of Cultures, from 10 am to 4 pm in Lee Park, (on Market Street, next to the public library, downtown Charlottesville).  For more information visit http://avenue.org/festivalofcultures or contact:  Debra Tuler at Debra.Tuler@ccs.k12.va.us or at (434) 245-2819.

Monday, May 11, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  New members welcomed! Contact dilciacolindres@msn.com
May 11 & 18, 2009:  Literacy Tutor Training Session with Literacy Volunteers of Cville/Albemarle.  Contact(434)  977-3838 or email dfoerster@literacyforall.org 
********************** 
B - HAPPY CINCO DE MAYO!
Cinco de mayo is celebrated on the 5th of May. Contrary to what many people believe, Cinco de mayo is not Mexico's independence day from Spain. Rather, it's a remembrance of a David and Goliath-like fight. In 1862, as the French invasion of Mexico began, Mexican General Ignacio Zaragoza's force of 4,000 soldiers defeated twice as many French soldiers in the Battle of Puebla. The French occupation would continue until 1866. But the Mexican soldiers' courage and determination inspired Mexican Americans. Even back then, historians say, California's Mexican Americans celebrated the win. Later, in the 1960s and 1970s, Chicanos involved in the civil rights movement related the Cinco de mayo story to their quest for respect in the United States. They identified with the Mexican Indian and mestizo (people of Mexican Indian and European descent) soldiers' triumph over European conquest attempts. Chicano activists publicized it and made it a popular holiday in the United States. Today, it's become much like St. Patrick's Day. You don't have to be Mexican to celebrate it.

An interesting yet brief Youtube Presentation along with links to other Youtube videos about Cinco de Mayo

http://tr.youtube.com/watch?v=Vn-pM5DgFJA&feature=related
Cinco de Mayo Arts, crafts & games for kids

http://www.apples4theteacher.com/holidays/cinco-de-mayo/
http://www.kiddyhouse.com/Holidays/Cinco/
Cinco de Mayo History:

http://www.inside-mexico.com/featurecinco.htm 

********************** 
C -  BILINGUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
CHIP Family Support Worker.  Jefferson Area CHIP seeks full-time Family Support Worker for home visiting program serving children 0-6, pregnant women, and their families in Fluvanna County. Works closely with Nurse to provide assessments and support services to families. Must have own transportation. High school equivalency required. Background in child development, social work, or related field preferred. Bilingual in Spanish a plus. Mail resume and cover letter to Jefferson Area CHIP, 1469 Greenbrier Place, Charlottesville, VA 22901. Email to Lyn.Grove@jachip.org Fax to 434-964-4774. Applications must be emailed, faxed or postmarked no later than 5/15/09. www.jachip.org
Part-Time Bilingual Prevention Specialist/Region Ten. The Strengthening Families Program is hiring parent and child facilitators for it's family skills training program. This program involves elementary and middle school aged children and their families in family skills training sessions to improve family relationships, parenting skills and increase the child's social and life skills. As part of the Prevention Services team, the incumbent will plan and implement the Strengthening Families Curriculum for Spanish-speaking individuals, while working with human service agencies, schools,local jurisdictions,and citizen groups to improve family functioning and reduce family risk factors. Bachelor’s degree in pertinent mental health, human services, education or related field is preferred. Teaching or teacher aide experience preferred. Bilingual (English-Spanish) required. Up to seven hours per week, one evening a week. Hourly rate is 17.62. Apply to: Robert Wadden Strengthening Families Program Manager, Region Ten, 502 old Lynchburg Road, Charlottesville VA 22903. To learn more about this job or receive a full job description call Robert Wadden @ 434-972-1881.

***********************

D – BILINGUAL VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

The Shelter for Help in Emergencies (SHE).  SHE provides services to women, children and men seeking assistance with domestic violence. Volunteers at the Shelter help with the following:  Magic Circle (playtime with kids); answering the hotline and staffing the Shelter from 5-9 p.m.; helping around the office in the daytime; court monitoring;  assisting with special events including Domestic Violence Awareness Month and a 5K Run; helping with service projects like landscaping and maintenance.  Women and men can volunteer; all you need to do is be at least 18 years old and sign-up for training.  Training will be offered from May 19 – June 4th on Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 6- 9:00.  For more information contact (434) 963-4676 x 5 or rgoldstein@shelterforhelpinemergency.org 

The Women's Initiative.  Native Spanish-speaking volunteer needed to help with the administration of a new bilingual counseling service. The primary duty will be the translation of organization materials and forms for accurate phrasings. Please contact Elizabeth Irvin, 434-827-0047 or email her at  eirvin@thewomensinitiative.org  More Information: http://www.thewomensinitiative.org 

Hope Foundation.  Volunteers needed to work with kids learning English as a second language on Monday evenings, 7-8:15 pm.  Volunteers can choose to help once or on a regular basis.  Contact Catrina at 502-439-6414 or catrina.hancock@gmail.com 

The Ixtatán Foundation.  This local, nonprofit organization built the first high school in the town of San Mateo Ixtatán, Guatemala. With additional students each year and because we are transferring additional technical and managerial responsibility to the local organizations with whom we cooperate in Guatemala, we need more volunteer support here in our North Garden office. We are seeking several part-time volunteers (flexible times) in these areas: -  General Administrative Support – correspondence, mailing list maintenance, etc -  Newsletter – twice yearly – article collection, newsletter design, mailing support -  Web Site – maintenance and upgrades -  Accounting/Bookkeeping support -  Grant Writing -  Local Event Support  Contact: Beth Neville Evans, (434)296-1263, bethneville@ixtatan.org
***********************

E – NEW STUDY:  MISSING OUT: LATINO STUDENTS IN AMERICA'S SCHOOLS 

This statistical snapshot released on April 29, 2009, provides information on a student population whose academic outcomes will define the success of our public education system and indicate whether our nation is prepared to compete in a global economy. Latino children constitute one-fifth of the under-five population and are the nation’s largest and fastest-growing minority; as such, they represent the very future of the American workforce. However, Latino students continue to miss out on critical learning opportunities and perform at lower levels than their peers. We need to make investments in their learning now to ensure their future success as students and as productive members of the U.S. economy.  Read the report at http://www.nclr.org/content/publications/detail/57016/ 
***********************

F - UPCOMING CONVERSATIONAL SPANISH CLASSES 

The Speak Language Center, formerly called Spain on Main, is offering the following new Spanish classes.  For information on its other classes, visit www.speaklanguagecenter.com or call 245-8255 or email info@speaklanguagecenter.com 

Monday-thru-Friday, 12-2pm, May 18-29
Tuition: $250 (includes $50 textbook/cd!)

Monday and Wednesday afternoons, 4-6pm, June 1 – July 1
Tuition: $250 (includes $50 textbook/cd!)
***********************

G - SEPTEMBER 10 – 11, 2009:  CONFERENCE - ADVANCING HEALTH EQUITY:  FROM THEORY TO PRACTICE (RICHMOND)

Addressing inequities in health is probably our most significant public health challenge and crosses all disciplines. In recognition of this and the importance of addressing the social, physical, economic and environmental contributors to these inequalities, the Virginia Public Health Association is partnering with the Virginia Department of Health's Office of Minority Health and Public Health Policy, UVA and other partners to offer this conference in Richmond, the purpose of which is to increase participants’ knowledge and ability to advance health equity through healthy community design.  The conference will focus on the root cause of inequities in Virginia.  A strong emphasis will be placed on policies to alleviate the negative health outcomes for the disadvantaged and a call to action by stakeholders throughout Virginia to reverse the inequitable distribution of social determinants of health by designing healthy communities.  Agenda, location, sponsorship and other event details are located at  http://www.vdh.state.va.us/healthpolicy/2009conference/documents/sponsorship-document.pdf 

***********************

H - BEGINNING IN JUNE 2009:  PLAYGROUPS IN SOUTHWOOD


In 2008, Children, Youth and Families Services (CYFS) offered a Southwood playgroup, staffed with two bilingual volunteers and a CYFS parent educator that spoke Spanish, who used the CYFS’s Parenting Mobile.  The playgroup targeted ages 0-6 year olds and their parents with an emphasis on learning English through play, songs, books …. and encouraging positive parent/child interaction through a fun and creative learning environment. Snacks were provided. CYFS will be running a playgroup on Fridays starting mid June 2009, from 10:30-noon.  For more information contact Hilary Nagel at hnagel@cyfs.org or (434) 296-4118 ex 238. CYFS’ website is http://www.cyfs.org
***********************

I – SWINE FLU EXPLOITED BY ANTI-IMMIGRANTS
The swine flu outbreak seems to have opened the floodgates of anti-immigrant sentiment as xenophobic reactions spread like an emerging virus on the Web and talk radio.  View a MNBC report and video on:

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/30467300/from/ET/ 

***********************

J - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Unless indicated, the following are free, in English, and open to the public.  

 

For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or job openings), visit 


http://ww" \t "_blank" 
http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html
  

Thursday, May 14, 2009: CJ Plenary - The State of Education for English Language Learners, 10 – 11:30, Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended.  Registration starts at 9:45.  Presentations about ELL demographics, stories of challenges and triumphs, how the County is helping studens and families adjust and succeed in school, and other topics with Courtney Stewart, International & ESOL Coordinator, Gloria Rockhold, Coordinator of Latino Community Relations, and Laura Brown, Family Support.  Contact Gloria Rockhold at: grockhold@k12albemarle.org 
Tuesday, June 2, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com , ns7e@virginia.edu or  Katie.Burke@pphsinc.org  For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html 
Monday, June 8, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  New members welcomed! Contact dilciacolindres@msn.com 

Thursday, June 11, 2009: CJ Roundtable.  10 – 11:30, Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended. Registration starts at 9:45. Roundtables are offered three times a year to allow all attendees an opportunity to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in an effort to encourage networking, partnering and other support of these projects and interests. Contact: Dilcia Colindes at dilciacolindres@msn.com
Friday, June 12, 2009:   Governor’s Latino Advisory Board Town Hall in Charlottesville, 6 – 8:00 pm at the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extd, Room A. Contact Peter Loach: peterl@piedmonthousing.org; 434-817-2436, ext. 116.

Tuesday, July 2, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com , ns7e@virginia.edu or  Katie.Burke@pphsinc.org  For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html 

Monday, July 13, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  New members welcomed! Contact dilciacolindres@msn.com 

Beginning In September 2009:  Literacy Program In Southwood.  Children, Youth and Families Services (CYFS) will be operating the early literacy program on Fridays, from 10:30-noon, beginning in September 2009.  Contact Hilary Nagel at (434) 296-4118 ex 238 or hnagel@cyfs.org ; http://www.cyfs.org 

September 10 – 11, 2009:  Conference - Advancing Health Equity:  From Theory To Practice (Richmond).  Addressing inequities in health is probably our most significant public health challenge and crosses all disciplines. The goal of the conference is a call to action by stakeholders throughout Virginia to reverse the inequitable distribution of social determinants of health by designing healthy communities.  Agenda, location, sponsorship and other event details are located at  http://www.vdh.state.va.us/healthpolicy/2009conference/documents/sponsorship-document.pdf 
Saturday, October 24, 2009:  CJ Annual Help Fair – Fería de Ayuda from 2-4 pm at Word of Faith Church. Government offices, non-profits, churches, educational institutions, businesses and others serving the Latino community are invited to participate and/or to donate funds, food, music, dance performance, or a door prize.  Contact Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org For overviews of previous CJ Help Fairs, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/cs.html 

November 2009:  Segunda Conferencia Annual - Para Ti, Mujer.  Contact Pastora Hazael Garay, hazaelgaray@gmail.com or visit http://hazaelgaray.com/SobreNosotros.html 

 

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2009:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). There are no plenaries in July and August.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. 
***********************

This Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

 

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at 

http://www.cj-network.org/" \t "_blank" 
www.cj-network.org
 , is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

 

 

Dilcia Colindres

Chair, Creciendo Juntos (CJ)

and

Advocate for the Spanish-speaking Community

PO Box 3013

Charlottesville, VA 22903

dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org 
434-963-4676 Ext 4

 

 

