CJ Weekly Alert  

November 17 - 23 , 2009

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org  
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

For more information about these and other initiatives, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org
Wednesday Morning Latina Women’s Support Group. Free support group, sponsored by the Women’s Initiative, held at the Word of Faith Church, every Wednesday at 10.  Transportation and childcare is provided. For more information, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472.

Friday, November 20:  Support The Southwood Talent Show!  Southwood and the Albemarle County Police Department are inviting Southwood children ages 6 – 18 to participate in a Community Talent Show at 7:00 PM in the Southwood Community Center.  Participating children with singing, dancing, music performances, magic, and other acts will receive an award.  The evening’s festivities will start with a community Pot Luck Meal.  Service Providers are encouraged to advise their Southwood clients to attend, accompany them, or support this and future Southwood Neighborhood Watch events.  For more information contact:  Lieutenant James Bond at (434) 296-5874 or bondj@albemarle.org 

Friday Morning Domestic Violence Bilingual Support Group. The Shelter for Help in Emergency offers a support group for women who have been victims of Domestic Violence every Friday from 10 – 11:30 am in its office 1410 Sachem Place. For more information, contact Dilcia Colindres at 434-960-1941. 

For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org   

********************** 

B – ATLANTIC ARTICLE ON CASA DE PADRE

The December 2009 issue of the Atlantic features an article on the economic crisis and the church,  “Did Christianity Cause the Crash?”, using Casa de Padre, a Charlottesville Latino church, as a case study: 

“Like the ambitions of many immigrants who attend services there, Casa del Padre’s success can be measured by upgrades in real estate. The mostly Latino church, in Charlottesville, Virginia, has moved from the pastor’s basement, where it was founded in 2001, to a rented warehouse across the street from a small mercado five years later, to a middle-class suburban street last year, where the pastor now rents space from a lovely old Baptist church that can’t otherwise fill its pews. Every Sunday, the parishioners drive slowly into the parking lot, never parking on the sidewalk or grass—“because Americanos don’t do that,” one told me—and file quietly into church. Some drive newly leased SUVs, others old work trucks with paint buckets still in the bed. The pastor, Fernando Garay, arrives last and parks in front, his dark-blue Mercedes Benz always freshly washed, the hubcaps polished enough to reflect his wingtips.”  

“… Garay’s church is comprised mostly of first-generation immigrants. More than others I’ve visited, it echoes back a highly distilled, unself-conscious version of the current thinking on what it means to live the American dream. 

One other thing makes Garay’s church a compelling case study. From 2001 to 2007, while he was building his church, Garay was also a loan officer at two different mortgage companies. He was hired explicitly to reach out to the city’s growing Latino community, and Latinos, as it happened, were disproportionately likely to take out the sort of risky loans that later led to so many foreclosures. To many of his parishioners, Garay was not just a spiritual adviser, but a financial one as well.”

Read the entire Atlantic article at http://www.theatlantic.com/doc/200912/rosin-prosperity-gospel   For more information about Cville´s Latino congregations, visit the CJ website section,  Local Latino Oriented Initiatives, www.cj-network.org 
***********************

C – WHAT´S NEW?  GLORIA ROCKHOLD JOINS DIALOGUE ON RACE; LOU DOBBS RESIGNS; AND FILMS FOR EDUCATIONAL EVENTS
Dialogue on Race to kick off December 5.  Charlottesville´s Dialogue on Race, a community effort to confront and solve local race issues, will begin its work on December 5.  CJ´s Gloria Rockhold has joined the group.  For more information about the Dialogue on Race, visit http://www.charlottesville.org/index.aspx?page=2554  For this week´s Cville article on the community endeavor and Rockhold´s involvement, visit

http://www.c-ville.com/index.php?cat=141404064431134&ShowArticle_ID=11800911093686143 
Lou Dobbs resigns.   “After 30 years, commentator Lou Dobbs -- infamous for his tirades against undocumented immigrants -- has left CNN, as TPM reports. Dobbs employed disturbing, dangerous, and dated language to slur immigrants, often equating them with disease and infection. There is a connection between this type of demagoguery and violence.  Clearly, the organizing efforts of groups like Basta Dobbs have borne fruit, as even Dobbs admits. GRITtv recently covered the “way the mainstream media equates ‘Latino’ with ‘immigrant’” and Latino organizing efforts to correct this perspective.”  Read more at http://rabble.ca/blogs/bloggers/media-consortium-blog/2009/11/weekly-diaspora-deporting-dobbs 

9500Liberty. This documentary, shown  at the 2009 VA Film Festival, takes you to Prince William County, Virginia as it becomes ground zero in America's explosive battle over immigration policy when elected officials adopt a law requiring police officers to question anyone they have "probable cause" to suspect is an undocumented immigrant.  A must-see for anyone interested in local politics, immigration policy, or the combustible mix of the two.  Now a feature-length documentary, 9500Liberty began as an "Interactive Documentary" on YouTube about the politicization of the immigration issue in Prince William County:  www.youtube.com/user/9500Liberty  To learn about where the movie is being shown, visit http://www.9500liberty.com
      
Children in No Man's Land is a  documentary that uncovers  the current plight of the 100,000 unaccompanied  minors entering the United States every year. Through the  retelling of these young people's experiences one  sees the environment and circumstances that motivates  these youngsters' desperate decisions. Regardless of  where one stands on the immigration debate, this  documentary works as a good starting point to open up  the discussion on immigration issues and policy in the  United States."  To view a tráiler or for more info, visit http://impactofilms.com/cinml/ or email ImpactoFilms@hotmail.com The DVD is available to community / grassroots organizations for  $85 plus $10 shipping and handling.  Running time: 40 minutes in color with English and Spanish subtitles.

***********************

D - RESOURCE FOR HIGH SCHOOLS: UNDOCUMENTED STUDENTS WITH SIGHTS ON COLLEGE
Thanks to Cville Immigration Law Center´s Eddie Summers, for sharing the following resource: 

The National Council on La Raza designed a student-friendly resource handbook to help undocumented students better prepare for postsecondary education options and, in particular, a college degree. The guide presents information on state-level initiatives which offer in-state tuition to undocumented students as well as information on the “Development, Relief and Education for Alien Minors (DREAM) Act.” In addition, students will learn about college requirements, means of fundraising for college, and academic and extracurricular activities which pave the way to college.  Access the document at http://www.nclr.org/content/publications/detail/60303 

***********************

E - LATINAS:  PARTICIPATE IN RESEARCH STUDY ON ETHNIC MIDLIFE WOMEN AND PHYSICAL ACTIVITY

CJ has been asked by the University of Texas to circulate the following announcement:

Eun-Ok Im, PhD, MPH, RN, CNS, FAAN, School of Nursing, The University of Texas at Austin and her colleagues are conducting a study to explore ethnic differences in midlife women's attitudes toward physical activity.

You are eligible to participate in this study if you are a midlife woman aged 40 to 60 years old who does not have any mobility problems; who can read and write English; who is online; and whose self-reported ethnic identity is Hispanic, non-Hispanic (N-H) White, N-H African American, or N-H Asian.

Data will be collected through an internet survey among 500 midlife women in the U.S. starting Feb. 1, 2008 and ending May 21, 2011.  Your involvement will  consist of about 30 minutes to complete the Internet survey questionnaire. You will be reimbursed with a $10.00 gift certificate for filling out the Internet survey.

For more information and to begin the survey, please visit our project website http://mapa.nur.utexas.edu/MAPA/ <http://mapa.nur.utexas.edu/MAPA/>  and/or contact Chelsea McPeek, Research Assistant, at  cgmcpeek@mail.utexas.edu
***********************

F - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES  

Unless indicated, the following are free, in English, and open to the public.  

For more information on these and many other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or job openings), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS SECTION OF THE CJ WEBSITE:  http://www.cj-network.org  

Tuesday, December 1, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the Albemarle County Office Building, 5th Street, Room C. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com , ns7e@virginia.edu   or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html
Wednesday, December 2, 2009:  Workshop for Service Providers – Helping Laitnos Obtaing DMV and other Documents.  Leni Gonzalez, Department of Motor Vehicles, will talk about the problems and obstacles Latinos face obtaining a U.S. legal ID.  Learn DMV´s requirements for obtaining or renewing an ID or driver’s license, purchasing license plates, etc. Also service providers will learn to identify a Green Card, Work Permit, and how to obtain an individual taxpayer identification number (ITIN) to file taxes.  This workshop is designed for all service providers working with Latinos. Join us on December 2nd, 2009 at 10:30 at the United Way office.  Space is limited; please RSVP with Martha Trujillo at (434) 972-1703.
Before December 10, 2009:  Apply For Immigrant Integration Funding Opportunity.  http://www.migrationinformation.org/integrationawards  

Thursday, December 10, 2009: CJ Roundtable.  All attendees have an opportunity to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in an effort to encourage networking, partnering and other support of these projects and interests. This CJ plenary is free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40., Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Linda Hemby at lhemby@albemarle.org 
Monday, December 14, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm. Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  

Friday, December 18, 2009: Annual Cville Fire Department Posada at 7 pm at the Ridge Street Fire House.  The Posada is a great way to interact and learn about a different culture and provides Latinos an opportunity to practice and enjoy their customs and to learn about fire safety. For more information contact Mary Loose (MLoose@aol.com  or 970-3536) or Felipe  (felipemendoza@yahoo.com  or 301/537-8312).

Tuesday, January 5, 2010:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com   , ns7e@virginia.edu   or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html
Monday, January 11, 2010:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm. Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  

Thursday, January 14, 2010: CJ Plenary - Faith Based Perspectives on Latino Problems and Problem Solving. This CJ plenary is free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40., Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Daniel Bannister at mdbannister@liberty.edu or 434-426-4122.
Thursday, February 11, 2010: CJ Plenary:  Southwood Update: 2009 Survey Results and Habitat’s Response with consultant firm, Habitat for Humanity and Southwood representatives.  This CJ plenary is free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Linda Hemby at lhemby@albemarle.org 
Thursday, March 11, 2010: CJ Plenary - Latino Legal Issues, facilitated by Doug Ford (UVa Immigration Clinic), with attorneys Eddie Summers, Tim Frielich, Elva Mason and Erin Trodden. This CJ plenary is free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Linda Hemby at lhemby@albemarle.org 

Thursday April 8, 2010: Latinos & Mental Health facilitated by Elizabeth Irvin (The Women’s Initiative), with UVA’s Dr. Sandy Lopez-Baez, Ingrid Ramos (Charlottesville League of Therapists) and other Latino mental health providers. This CJ plenary is free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472.

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Years 2009 - 2010:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:40 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. 

***********************

The weekly CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. as soon as possible and no later than the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org     

The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org    Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Dilcia Colindres

Chair, Creciendo Juntos (CJ) and

Advocate for the Spanish-speaking Community

PO Box 3013

Charlottesville, VA 22903

dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org   

434-963-4676 Ext. 4

