CJ Weekly Alert  

November 3 - 9, 2009

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org  
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

For more information about these and other initiatives, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org
Tuesday, November 3, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com   , ns7e@virginia.edu   or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html   
Wednesday Morning Latina Women’s Support Group. Free support group, sponsored by the Women’s Initiative, held at the Word of Faith Church, every Wednesday at 10.  Transportation and childcare is provided. For more information, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472.
Friday Morning Domestic Violence Bilingual Support Group. The Shelter for Help in Emergency offers a support group for women who have been victims of Domestic Violence every Friday from 10 – 11:30 am in its office 1410 Sachem Place. For more information, contact Dilcia Colindres at 434-960-1941. 
Saturday, November 7, 2009:  Second Annual Bilingual Para Ti, Mujer.  Sponsored by Casa del Padre, from 10 - 4, at the Albemarle County Building on 5th St. Registration is free.   Contact:  hazael@hazaelgaray.com  

Monday, November 9, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm at TBA.  New members are most welcomed.  Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  For more information on the Executive Committee, visit www.cj-network.org   

For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org   

********************** 

B - IMPACT TO EXPLORE LANGUAGE ACCESS:  CONTRIBUTE TO THEIR RESEARCH!
As previously reported, the faith based advocacy group IMPACT, which has brought about many important local changes, identified language access as its advocacy issue for the upcoming year.
Rhonda Miska is coordinating IMPACT’s language access research work group.  It’s first task is to network and collect information to get a sense of where access is lacking and where federal mandates aren't being followed.  Please contact Rhonda if you or a Client has had problems accessing local services – government, hospital, community, etc. – or have information to contribute to her investigation:  rhondacville@gmail.com
Two area news reports about the IMPACT annual meeting in mid October are located at:
http://www.cj-network.org/cjlatarea/docs_2009/ArtIMPACT.doc
********************** 

C - NEXT WEEK:  THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12: CJ PLENARY – HOW TO GET LATINOS COUNTED IN THE 2010 CENSUS!!
The Census Bureau, along with Latino advocacy groups, have launched an aggressive campaign to boost participation in the census, allay fears over confidentiality of the information it gathers, and counteract isolated efforts to boycott the count as a way of forcing immigration reform.  

The census is the only means for Latinos to achieve greater political representation and benefit from federal programs that directly affect immigrants and their families. Census data is collected once every ten years by law and determines apportionment of congressional seats and distribution.  
Juan José Callejas from the U.S. Census Bureau will speak at the CJ October plenary about the importance and challenges of getting Latinos counted in the 2010 Census.  After his presentation,  a Hispanic Complete Count Subcommittee will be launched.  For more information on such action groups visit http://www.nonprofitscount.org/
Registration, coffee & donuts will begin at 9:40 am. The training is free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am, Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org
***********************

D - NOVEMBER 20, 2009: SUPPORT THE SOUTHWOOD TALENT SHOW! 

All service providers  working in Southwood are encouraged to promote and attend the November Southwood Talent Show. 

Southwood and the Albemarle County Police Department are inviting Southwood children ages 6 – 18 to participate in a Community Talent Show on Friday, November 20th at 7:00 PM at the Southwood Community Center. Participating children with singing, dancing, music performances, magic, and other acts will receive an award. The evening’s festivities will start with a community Pot Luck Meal, so residents should bring their favorite foods to be shared and enjoyed by everyone. The evening event will conclude with several door prize drawings and a short Neighborhood Watch Meeting during which time the newly purchased Neighborhood Watch signs will be dedicated. The signs are in English as well as Spanish.

Help make Southwood one of Albemarle’s best communities by encouraging your Southwood clients to attend, accompanying them, or by supporting this and future Southwood Neighborhood Watch events with a donation. For more information contact: Lieutenant James Bond at (434) 296-5874 or bondj@albemarle.org 
***********************

D - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

Unless indicated, the following are free, in English, and open to the public.  

For more information on these and many other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or job openings), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS SECTION OF THE CJ WEBSITE:  http://www.cj-network.org  

Thursday, November 12, 2009: CJ Plenary – How To Get Latinos Counted in the 2010 Census with Juan José Callejas, U.S. Census Bureau.  Registration, coffee & donuts will begin at 9:40 am. The training is free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am, Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org   
November 20, 2009:  Support The Southwood Talent Show!  Southwood and the Albemarle County Police Department are inviting Southwood children ages 6 – 18 to participate in a Community Talent Show on Friday, November 20th at 7:00 PM at the Southwood Community Center.  Participating children with singing, dancing, music performances, magic, and other acts will receive an award.  The evening’s festivities will start with a community Pot Luck Meal.  Service Providers are encouraged to advise their Southwood clients to attend, accompany them, or support this and future Southwood Neighborhood Watch events with a donation.  For more information contact:  Lieutenant James Bond at (434) 296-5874 or bondj@albemarle.org or Gloria Rockhold at g.rockhold@gmail.com
Tuesday, December 1, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the Albemarle County Office Building, 5th Street, Room C. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com , ns7e@virginia.edu   or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html
Before December 10, 2009:  Apply For Immigrant Integration Funding Opportunity.  http://www.migrationinformation.org/integrationawards  
Monday, December 14, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm. Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  
December 18, 2009: Annual Cville Fire Department Posada at 7 pm at the Ridge Street Fire House.  The Posada is a great way to interact and learn about a different culture and provides Latinos an opportunity to practice and enjoy their customs and to learn about fire safety. For more information contact Mary Loose (MLoose@aol.com  or 970-3536) or Felipe (felipemendoza@yahoo.com  or 301/537-8312).

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Years 2009 - 2010:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:40 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. 

***********************

The weekly CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. as soon as possible and no later than the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org     

The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org    Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Dilcia Colindres

Chair, Creciendo Juntos (CJ) and

Advocate for the Spanish-speaking Community

PO Box 3013

Charlottesville, VA 22903

dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org   

434-963-4676 Ext. 4

