CJ Weekly Alert  

October 13 - 19, 2009

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org  
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

For more information about these and other announcements, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org
Wednesday Morning Latina Women’s Support Group. Free support group, sponsored by the Women’s Initiative, held at the Word of Faith Church, every Wednesday at 10.  Transportation and childcare is provided. For more information, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472.

Friday Morning Domestic Violence Bilingual Support Group. The Shelter for Help in Emergency offers a support group for women who have been victims of Domestic Violence every Friday from 10 – 11:30 am in its office 1410 Sachem Place. For more information, contact Dilcia Colindres at 434-960-1941. 
Tuesday, October 20, 2009:  Cultural Sensitivity Training:  Latinos in Albemarle County, 3 - 4:30 pm in the County building downtown on McIntire, Room 241, with sociologist and CJ Executive Committee member, Linda Hemby.  Sponsored by Albemarle County and open to the public.  Free for county employees; $25 for others but you can request a waiver.  Registration is required: lwyatt@albemarle.org  
For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org   

********************** 

B - LATINO PROSECUTOR INTERESTED IN PARTNERING TO PROVIDE PRESENTATIONS TO LATINOS ON LAWS AND GANGS
Juan Vega is presently in Charlottesville for a short time. He was a domestic assault prosecutor for the City of Saint Paul, Minnesota (population 350,000). As a prosecutor he convicted numerous Hispanic men for domestic assault. He was further involved with the Hispanic community as a board member of the Boy Scouts of America, Latino District, and volunteered at the Linea Legal Latina, helping indigent Hispanics with legal issues.
Among other contributions, he gave two presentations to Latino groups: Minnesota Laws for Newly Arrived Hispanic Immigrants and an Anti-Gang Presentation. He is willing to tweak both presentations and provide them at no cost to Latino audiences.
For example, he could speak on Virginia laws, explaining how, for example, a Latino may get pulled over for a broken taillight and not because the police is profiling or picking on Hispanics. Driving while intoxicated consists of a second charge of driving with an alcohol concentration of 1.0 or more. Therefore, even if a person does not “feel” intoxicated, s/he may be arrested and may have a permanent criminal conviction on her/his record. He would talk about the consequences of having a criminal conviction and mention laws that may not exist in Latin American countries.
If you are a government, community, or faith based agency interested in having Juan as a guest speaker for one or both of these topics during a Latino oriented event, please contact him at VegaLaw@Gmail.com   or 434-532-7718.
********************** 

C - GROWING NUMBER AND DIVERSITY OF SPANISH LANGUAGE CONGREGATIONS

Charlottesville city and Albemarle County are experiencing an increase in both the numbers of Latinos coming to our area or being born here, and in the number and diversity of Spanish language congregations.

Churches are a great partner for government, non-profit and other offices interested in doing outreach with Latinos.  Immediately after a service, they can offer a large attentive population.  Or, churches are often eager to partner by sharing important infrastructure to make a Latina Mom’s Group (Palabra de Fe), English classes (Trinity Presbyterian), and other Latino oriented initiatives possible.  Too, churches can provide not only a venue for an event, but too, are a valuable source for both disseminating information about community resources and services and encouraging participation in other events.

There are nine churches with Spanish language services, in addition to other churches providing services to Latinos and faith based organizations serving Latinos, like Abundant Life Ministry and IMPACT.  
The CJ online clearinghouse identifies area projects for Latinos and their related bilingual service providers, including churches.  Most recently, CJ was contacted by Catalina Garcia (catalinaviba@hotmail.com ), one of the public affairs representatives for the Charlottesville Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (La Iglesia de Jesucristo de los Santos de los Ultimos Días). For information about this or other Spanish language services, visit the Local Latino Focused Initiatives section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org
***********************

D - NOVEMBER 20, 2009:  SUPPORT THE SOUTHWOOD TALENT SHOW!
 
Service providers working in Southwood are encouraged to promote and attend the November Southwood Talent Show.

 
Southwood and the Albemarle County Police Department are inviting Southwood children ages 6 – 18 to participate in a Community Talent Show on Friday, November 20th at 7:00 PM at the Southwood Community Center.  Participating children with singing, dancing, music performances, magic, and other acts will receive an award.  The evening’s festivities will start with a community Pot Luck Meal, so residents should bring their favorite foods to be shared and enjoyed by everyone. The evening event will conclude with several door prize drawings and a short Neighborhood Watch Meeting during which time the newly purchased Neighborhood Watch signs will be dedicated.  The signs are in English as well as Spanish.  
Help make Southwood one of Albemarle’s best communities by encouraging your Southwood clients to attend, accompanying them, or by supporting this and future Southwood Neighborhood Watch events with a donation.  

For flyers (English and Spanish) or for more information contact:  Lieutenant James Bond at (434) 296-5874 or bondj@albemarle.org, Anne Ternes at (434) 979-0856, or Gloria Rockhold at g.rockhold@gmail.com
***********************

E - DECEMBER 18, 2009: ANNUAL CVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT POSADA 

For two years, Charlottesville’s Fire Department has held wonderfully authentic Posadas in December as a way to enhance its relationship with Latinos living in the city, gain their trust, and increase their knowledge about fire safety and other Fire Department issues.

Felipe Mendoza, from State Farm, has helped coordinate the Posadas in his role as a member of Fire Corps, a volunteer body assisting the Department with outreach. He and Mary Loose DeViney, Fire Corps director, welcome Latinos and service providers working with them – including elementary teachers, churches, social workers and others - to volunteer their time to make this year’s Posada better than ever.  Those with limited time can also support the event by promoting it or with financial or in-kind items.

The Posada will be held on Friday, December 18, beginning at 6 pm at the Ridge Street Fire House.  
Many CJ members are planning on attending the November monthly Fire Corps meeting to explore how they can support this event and partner with the Fire Department on future Latino focused initiatives.

Remember, the Posada is a great way to interact and learn about a different culture and also provides Latinos an opportunity to practice and enjoy their customs and to learn about fire safety. For more information contact Mary Loose (MLoose@aol.com or 970-3536) or Felipe (felipemendoza@yahoo.com or 301/537-8312).

***********************

F - RESOURCE TO RECRUIT LOCAL BILINGUAL VOLUNTEERS AND BILINGUAL EMPLOYEES

The Community Announcements section of the CJ website has a listing of many bilingual, sometimes bilingual/bicultural, persons seeking job and volunteer opportunities.  

If your agency has a need for this great resource, please visit the Community Announcements section at:  www.cj-network.org  

Those seeking bilingual job and volunteer opportunities are welcomed to list their information in this section, and too, are strongly encouraged to make direct contact with service providers working with Latinos by using the directory Local Latino Focused Initiatives on the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org 

***********************

G - DIVERSITY TOOL FOR EDUCATORS &  YOUTH WORKERS
Kim Rambow, with ACDSS’ Brights Stars, would like to share an online diversity tool for educators and others working with youth.   In 1991, Teaching Tolerance began supporting the efforts of K-12 teachers and other educators to promote respect for differences and an appreciation of diversity. As part of its mandate, Teaching Tolerance publishes a semiannual self-titled magazine that profiles educators, schools and programs promoting diversity and equity in replicable ways. In addition, the program produces and distributes free, high-quality anti-bias multimedia kits.  There are a wealth of resources on its website including:   Teaching Tolerance magazine, current and back issues; ordering instructions for multimedia kits, handbooks, and the magazine; web-exclusive features such as "Writing for Change," lessons that challenge bias in language; and classroom activities and resources, classified by subject and grade level.  Visit the website at http://www.tolerance.org
**********************

H - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

Unless indicated, the following are free, in English, and open to the public.  

For more information on these and many other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or job openings), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS SECTION OF THE CJ WEBSITE:  http://www.cj-network.org
Thursday, October 22, 2009, in Washington, DC:  Investing in Our Future:  The State of Latino Children and Youth.  Sponsored by the national Council of La Raza (NCLR), at the Washington Marriott at Metro Center, Washington, D.C., from 8:30 am – 5:00 pm.  Contact: Patricia Foxen at pfoxen@nclr.org   or (202) 776-1789
Saturday, October 24, 2009:  CJ Annual Help Fair – Fería de Ayuda from 2-5 pm at Word of Faith Church. Government offices, non-profits, churches, educational institutions, businesses and others serving the Latino community are invited to participate and/or to donate funds, food, music, dance performance, or a door prize.  Contact Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org  or visit

http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/annualhelpfair.doc 

Tuesday, November 3, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com   , ns7e@virginia.edu   or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html   

Saturday, November 7, 2009:  Second Annual Bilingual Para Ti, Mujer.  Conference will be held at the Albemarle County Building on 5th St. Registration is free.   Contact:  hazael@hazaelgaray.com  

Monday, November 9, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm at TBA.  New members are most welcomed.  Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  For more information on the Executive Committee, visit www.cj-network.org   

Thursday, November 12, 2009: CJ Plenary – How To Get Latinos Counted in the 2010 Census with Juan José Callejas, U.S. Census Bureau.  Registration, coffee & donuts will begin at 9:40 am. The training is free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am, Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org   
November 20, 2009:  Support The Southwood Talent Show!  Southwood and the Albemarle County Police Department are inviting Southwood children ages 6 – 18 to participate in a Community Talent Show on Friday, November 20th at 7:00 PM at the Southwood Community Center.  Participating children with singing, dancing, music performances, magic, and other acts will receive an award.  The evening’s festivities will start with a community Pot Luck Meal.  Service Providers are encouraged to advise their Southwood clients to attend, accompany them, or support this and future Southwood Neighborhood Watch events with a donation.  For more information contact:  Lieutenant James Bond at (434) 296-5874 or bondj@albemarle.org or Gloria Rockhold at g.rockhold@gmail.com
Tuesday, December 1, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the Albemarle County Office Building, 5th Street, Room C. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com , ns7e@virginia.edu   or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html
Before December 10, 2009:  Apply For Immigrant Integration Funding Opportunity.  http://www.migrationinformation.org/integrationawards  
Monday, December 14, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm. Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  
December 18, 2009: Annual Cville Fire Department Posada at 7 pm at the Ridge Street Fire House.  The Posada is a great way to interact and learn about a different culture and provides Latinos an opportunity to practice and enjoy their customs and to learn about fire safety. For more information contact Mary Loose (MLoose@aol.com  or 970-3536) or Felipe (felipemendoza@yahoo.com  or 301/537-8312).

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Years 2009 - 2010:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:40 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. 

***********************

The weekly CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. as soon as possible and no later than the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org     

The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org    Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Dilcia Colindres

Chair, Creciendo Juntos (CJ) and

Advocate for the Spanish-speaking Community

PO Box 3013

Charlottesville, VA 22903

dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org   

434-963-4676 Ext. 4

