CJ Weekly Alert  

October 26 – November 2, 2009

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org  
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

For more information about these and other initiatives, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org
Wednesday Morning Latina Women’s Support Group. Free support group, sponsored by the Women’s Initiative, held at the Word of Faith Church, every Wednesday at 10.  Transportation and childcare is provided. For more information, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472.

Friday Morning Domestic Violence Bilingual Support Group. The Shelter for Help in Emergency offers a support group for women who have been victims of Domestic Violence every Friday from 10 – 11:30 am in its office 1410 Sachem Place. For more information, contact Dilcia Colindres at 434-960-1941. 
Tuesday, November 3, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com   , ns7e@virginia.edu   or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html   

For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org   

********************** 

B - LANGUAGE ACCESS IS IMPACT’S NEW ADVOCACY ISSUE

On October 19, almost 600 people from 33 local congregations attended the annual IMPACT meeting at St. Thomas Church, held to identify the faith based coalition’s advocacy issue for the upcoming year. IMPACT’s new issue will be promoting and monitoring language access accommodations for area limited English proficient residents.  
Two area news reports about the IMPACT meeting last week are located at:
http://www.cj-network.org/cjlatarea/docs_2009/ArtIMPACT.doc
For more information on IMPACT’s approach to this new issue, contact Brian Plum (IMPACT), bjplum80@hotmail.com , or Phil Storey (Immigrant Advocacy Program/Legal Aid Justice Center), 

phil@justice4all.org 
IMPACT will be among the faith based groups presenting at the CJ Plenary in January 2010.  Each group will discuss problems identified by their Latino congregations and clients and what solutions are being provided or sought.

Local and national language access policy, laws, and non-compliance reporting mechanisms, are located in Access to Federally Funded Services subsection of the Immigrants’ Rights section of the CJ website.  References on language access barriers and solutions, are available in the LEP Problems, Proposals and Actions in Virginia section.  www.cj-network.org
********************** 

C - CJ HELP FAIR A SUCCESS DESPITE THE RAIN!

Despite the pouring rain, this year’s CJ Help Fair, held on Saturday, October 24, was a success thanks to the tireless efforts of Martha Trujillo, CJ Executive Committee member, United Way employee, and Help Fair coordinator.  

Everyone who made an appointment attended and received a mammogram.  Health promoters trained by the CJ Health Promoter Work Group took blood pressures, checked blood sugar levels, weight and height.  A dentist was on hand to answer questions.
Karen Waters (QCC) presented a healthy food and excercise workshop; Jo Olsen (PHA)  gave a talk on financial management; María Williams (Arc’s Infant Development Program) spoke about the importance of reading to infants and toddlers; and there was also a discusión about the 2010 census.  Too, State Farm provided a 911 simulator to teach children when and how to make emergency calls.

Service providers, 90% who were bilingual, managed information tables. 
Over 100 Latinos attended and were appreciative of all the services, including the delicious food, and everyone was impressed with the dramatic flamenco performance of Juanita (Holand) and Louis Garrardo (Colombia).     
The Help Fair’s coordinator, Martha Trujillo, is grateful for the generous support of pastor Rich Hubband and the Palabra de Fe/Word of Faith church, which among many contributions, provided the infrastructure for this year’s event.

********************** 

D - NEW LOCAL STATISTICAL DATA ON LATINOS
One of the services provided by the CJ website is to request, contribute to or gather, and disseminate area and state statistics relating to the Latino population.  CJ thanks Gloria Rockhold, Albemarle Schools, and Bev Caitlin, Cville Schools, for providing the following enrollment data for the current school year.
Albemarle County Public School Enrollment Statistics 
Enrollment statistics for Latino students from school years 1999-2000 to 2009-2010 demonstrate an ever increasing Latino population. To view the data, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjlatarea/docs_2009/ACLatinoStudents.pdf   For more information contact Gloria Rockhold at grockhold@k12albemarle.org     

Charlottesville LEP Statistics 
For the 2009-10 school year, city schools are serving LEP students from 49 languages, the top ones being, from most to least populous: Spanish (153), MaiMai (27), Arabic (25), Karen (23), Burmese (21) and Swahili (20). To access an overview of the city’s ESL services, visit  http://www.cj-network.org/cjlatarea/docs_2009/CPSEnrollment09-10.doc  For more information contact Beverly Caitlin at beverly.catlin@ccs.k12.va.us
Media reports, studies, individual profiles and other information on the area Latino population are located in the Latinos in Our Area section of the CJ website, www.cj-network.org 
********************** 

E - IN THE NEWS:  NEW DOCUMENTARY ON LATINOS AND A NEW STUDY ON LATINO TEENS & SUICIDES
New Documentary:  Latinos in America  

CNN’s Soledad O’Brien, hosted this two part documentary on October 20 and 21; the video, transcripts and other related information can be found at:  http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/2009/latino.in.america/
New Study:  Latino teens have high suicide rates

One out of every seven Latina teens, or 14 percent, attempts suicide according to a 2007 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention survey of high school students. And Latina high school students have higher attempted suicide rates than white non-Hispanic (7.7 percent) or black non-Hispanic (9.9 percent) girls their age, the CDC reports.

http://www.cnn.com/2009/LIVING/10/20/lia.latina.suicides/index.html
***********************

F - NOVEMBER 12, 2009: CJ PLENARY – HOW TO GET LATINOS COUNTED IN THE 2010 CENSUS!!
In just a few months, the Census Bureau will be sending out the 2010 census form to every residence in America.  How many Latinos will be missed?  How many will not be counted?  What can you do to ensure a COMPLETE COUNT?

Over $400 billion is allocated each year nationwide based on the Census data – everyone needs to be counted to make that allocation work fairly.  Service providers who receive federal and state funding know that their allocation can be based on the demographics of their service area – all derived from Census data.

CJ is very fortunate to have Juan José Callejas from the U.S. Census Bureau speaking at this month’s CJ event.  Mr. Callejas is a Partnership Specialist for the 2010 Census charged with forming partnerships and helping create Complete Count Committees to promote the census in Virginia. He has extensive experience in training, mobilization, and public speaking related to the census and other community issues.  

Come and get information you can share with Hispanic clients and see how you can make a difference to our goal for a Complete Count.  After this meeting, a Hispanic Complete Count Subcommittee will be launched.  For more information on such action groups visit http://www.nonprofitscount.org/
Registration, coffee & donuts will begin at 9:40 am. The training is free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am, Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org
***********************

G - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

Unless indicated, the following are free, in English, and open to the public.  

For more information on these and many other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or job openings), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS SECTION OF THE CJ WEBSITE:  http://www.cj-network.org
Saturday, November 7, 2009:  Second Annual Bilingual Para Ti, Mujer.  Sponsored by Casa del Padre, from 10 - 4, at the Albemarle County Building on 5th St. Registration is free.   Contact:  hazael@hazaelgaray.com  

Monday, November 9, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm at TBA.  New members are most welcomed.  Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  For more information on the Executive Committee, visit www.cj-network.org   

Thursday, November 12, 2009: CJ Plenary – How To Get Latinos Counted in the 2010 Census with Juan José Callejas, U.S. Census Bureau.  Registration, coffee & donuts will begin at 9:40 am. The training is free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am, Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org   
November 20, 2009:  Support The Southwood Talent Show!  Southwood and the Albemarle County Police Department are inviting Southwood children ages 6 – 18 to participate in a Community Talent Show on Friday, November 20th at 7:00 PM at the Southwood Community Center.  Participating children with singing, dancing, music performances, magic, and other acts will receive an award.  The evening’s festivities will start with a community Pot Luck Meal.  Service Providers are encouraged to advise their Southwood clients to attend, accompany them, or support this and future Southwood Neighborhood Watch events with a donation.  For more information contact:  Lieutenant James Bond at (434) 296-5874 or bondj@albemarle.org or Gloria Rockhold at g.rockhold@gmail.com
Tuesday, December 1, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the Albemarle County Office Building, 5th Street, Room C. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com , ns7e@virginia.edu   or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html
Before December 10, 2009:  Apply For Immigrant Integration Funding Opportunity.  http://www.migrationinformation.org/integrationawards  
Monday, December 14, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm. Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  
December 18, 2009: Annual Cville Fire Department Posada at 7 pm at the Ridge Street Fire House.  The Posada is a great way to interact and learn about a different culture and provides Latinos an opportunity to practice and enjoy their customs and to learn about fire safety. For more information contact Mary Loose (MLoose@aol.com  or 970-3536) or Felipe (felipemendoza@yahoo.com  or 301/537-8312).

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Years 2009 - 2010:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:40 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. 

***********************

The weekly CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. as soon as possible and no later than the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org     

The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org    Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Dilcia Colindres

Chair, Creciendo Juntos (CJ) and

Advocate for the Spanish-speaking Community

PO Box 3013

Charlottesville, VA 22903

dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org   

434-963-4676 Ext. 4

