CJ Weekly Alert  

September 22 - 28, 2009

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org  

******************
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

For more information about these and other announcements, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org
Every Wednesday - Latina Women’s Support Group:  For more information, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472, or Dilcia Colindres at 434-963-4676 Ext 4.
Wednesday, September 23:  Cville Parent’s Night For All CHS ESL Students.  Charlottesville High School with have a Parents' Night for all CHS ESL students and their parents. Parents are invited to come meet ESL teachers and counseling staff to learn all about what their children need to do to graduate from high school. There will also be tips on how to get good grades and we will talk about attendance rules for the school. Please come, listen and ask questions about how to help your children be more successful in school:  Wednesday, September 23rd, 2009 at 6 p.m. in A Commons. Snacks provided. Use bus #9 to get to Charlottesville High School. Call 245-2815 or 245-2685 for more information.
For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org   

********************** 

B – FRIDAY AND SATURDAY:  CELEBRATE HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH IN HARRISONBURG OR RICHMOND
The following activities are being held in celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month (September 15th. - October 15th.).
Harrisonburg:  Hector David Aguilar, a violinist from Honduras, was nominated to the GMA/Dove Award 2006 for best instrumental album for his production, "Adonay."  He has performed in Central America, Venezuela, Colombia, Chile, France, Spain, Israel, and many other countries.  Hector David will perform at 7 p.m. on Friday, September 25, in Martin Chapel, University Commons, EMU. Tickets are $5 for adults, $3 for children and are available at the door. For more information call (540) 432-4362.  The following night, Saturday, September 26, Hector David will perform at Harrisonburg Mennonite Church from 7 to 9 p.m.  For information, contact Marvin Lorenzana at (540) 442-0088.

Harrisonburg International Festival, Saturday, September 26, noon – 6 pm, at Hillandale Park in Harrisonburg, includes international foods, music, Aztec and other dancers, artists, vendors, storytellers, activities for all ages, a multi-language area, and a cultural fashion show featuring traditional dress.  http://www.harrisonburg-international-festival.org   

Richmond’s ¿Qué Pasa? and Hispanic Food Festival and Arts and Crafts Fair The free ¿Qué Pasa? festival includes: music and dance performances, arts and crafts vendors, authentic food vendors showcasing various types of Hispanic foods from several regions; a kid's area and much more, including tours of the Science Museum. Join Virginia’s largest Hispanic Festival, from 12:00 noon to 8:00 pm, at the Science Museum of VA in Richmond.  For more information, visit http://www.quepasafestival.com
***********************

C - BILINGUAL (ENGLISH/SPANISH) VOLUNTEER NEEDED AT MACAA
MACAA Head Start, a comprehensive preschool program for low income families, is looking for a bilingual volunteer to interpret at monthly parent meetings (held in the evenings) and for occasional parent/teacher conferences during the daytime for our families with limited English abilities.  If interested contact Michele Wills at 295-3171 ext. 3013 or Michele@macaa.org   

***********************

D – PART TIME BILINGUAL CONSULTANT WITH CRECIENDO JUNTOS (CJ)

Creciendo Juntos (CJ) is a network of over 100 organizations working to support and strengthen the Charlottesville regional community through the integration and development of its Latino/Hispanic members.
CJ is seeking a half-time, permanent consultant who is bilingual (English and Spanish) and motivated to help underserved Latino residents in the Charlottesville region.  The strongest candidate will have strong inter-cultural skills and experience working with Spanish and English speakers.  The individual will attend all CJ meetings, trainings, and events, and be responsible for assisting in their organization and documentation.  He or she will also be responsible for maintaining communication with all CJ members and member organizations, including maintaining and expanding the CJ website.  Additionally, this individual will help to identify, organize and submit grant proposals for funding.  The successful applicant will have experience organizing meetings, training sessions, and community events.  
For more information about CJ visit www.cj-network.org; to apply for the position please send your resume to:  Dilcia Colindres at dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org
**********************

E - LEARN TO SPEAK SPANISH AT SPEAK! LANGUAGE CENTER IN DOWNTOWN CHARLOTTESVILLE

Now enrolling for : Spanish for Beginners 1+2 as well as Medical Spanish (beginner and intermediate). Small classes (max 8; avg. 4), expert teachers, dynamic method. TAKE $25 OFF YOUR FIRST SPEAK! COURSE BY MENTIONING Creciendo Juntos (CJ)! Come and practice your Spanish on Saturdays at Speak's drop-in conversation classes. Spanish is from 9-10am and 11am-Noon ($5-$10 donation requested). For more info: http://www.speaklanguagecenter.com or (434) 245-8255.
**********************

F - SIGN UP NOW TO DONATE BLOOD AT THE OCTOBER CJ HELP FAIR

Blood is needed for emergencies and for people who have cancer, blood disorders, sickle cell, anemia and other illnesses. Some people need regular blood transfusions to live.

Imagine if giving blood was part of everyone's life. Something you did on a regular basis, like eating at your favorite restaurant. What kind of difference would that make? For nearly 5 million people who receive blood transfusions every year, your donation can make the difference between life and death.
If you are willing to commit your name to help achieve a list of 25+, please email me, Kimberly, at kblick@unitedwaytja.org, with a confirmation of your participation on October 24th!  You can help us thank the greater community for their participation in making the Latino Help Fair possible. Thanks so much,  Kimberly Blick, United Way.

**********************

G – WHAT’S NEW IN THE NEWS?  MEXICAN AMERICAN ASTRONAUT ISN'T CHANGING COURSE ON IMMIGRATION STAND; NEW FACT SHEETS ON U.S. MEXICANS & SALVADORANS


Mexican American Astronaut isn't Changing Course on Immigration Stand. He may have soared a gazillion miles in outer space, but back here on Earth, U.S. astronaut Jose Hernandez has stepped knee-deep in controversy. NASA went ballistic when Jose Hernandez advocated legalization of undocumented immigrants in the U.S. shortly after his return to Earth. The California-born son of migrants isn't backing down.  Read the LA Times article at: http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-mexico-astronaut17-2009sep17,0,7903541.story
Country of Origin Profiles of U.S. Hispanics.  More than eight-in-ten Hispanics self-identify themselves as being either of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Salvadoran or Dominican origin. Hispanics of Mexican origin are by far the largest group, accounting for nearly two-thirds of the Hispanic population in the U.S. The Pew Hispanic Center has just released fact sheets/profiles about two of Charlottesville’s three largest Latino populations:  Mexicans and Salvadorans.  (Our third largest Latino group is from Honduras.)  View/print out the Mexican sheet at:  http://pewhispanic.org/files/factsheets/49.pdf View/print out the Salvadoran sheet at:
http://pewhispanic.org/files/factsheets/51.pdf 
**********************

H - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

Unless indicated, the following are free, in English, and open to the public.  

For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or job openings), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS SECTION OF THE CJ WEBSITE:  http://www.cj-network.org  

For Albemarle Latinos:  Strengthening Families Program.  This Region Ten family skills training program will be offered in Spanish in 2010 to Albemarle residents, preferably those living between 29 and Hydraulic Road. To refer your Latino Clients or for more information, contact  Robert Wadden, SFP Manager, Region Ten, 434-972-1881 or robertw@regionten.org 

Monday, October 5, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm at TBA.  New members are most welcomed.  Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com   if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  For more information on the Executive Committee, visit www.cj-network.org   

Tuesday, October 6, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the Albemarle County Office Building, 5th Street, Room C. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com , ns7e@virginia.edu   or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html
Thursday, October 8, 2009: CJ Plenary/Workshop - Domestic Violence in the Latino Community.  Learn culturally sensitive solutions to violence in Latino families.  Facilitated by Aaron Miller (Sexual Assault Resource Agency), presenters  include Dilcia Colindres (Shelter for Help in Emergencies/SHE) and Sandra Abbott (Albemarle County Victim/Witness Assistant Coordinator) and will include a showing and discussion of the video Abriendo las Cajas.  Registration, coffee & donuts will begin at 9:40 am. The workshop is free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am, Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. Contact Aaron Miller, aemiller@ntelos.net  or (434) 295-7273. 

Tuesday, October 20, 2009:  Cultural Sensitivity Training:  Latinos in Albemarle County, 3 - 4:30 pm in the County building downtown on McIntire, Room 241, with sociologist and CJ Executive Committee member, Linda Hemby.  Sponsored by Albemarle County and open to the public.  Registration is required: lwyatt@albemarle.org  Last year’s power point presentation is located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjleproblems/CulturalSensitivity.ppt  There will be several important changes this year.

Thursday, October 22, 2009, in Washington, DC:  Investing in Our Future:  The State of Latino Children and Youth.  Sponsored by the national Council of La Raza (NCLR), at the Washington Marriott at Metro Center, Washington, D.C., from 8:30 am – 5:00 pm.  Contact: Patricia Foxen at pfoxen@nclr.org   or (202) 776-1789

Saturday, October 24, 2009:  CJ Annual Help Fair – Fería de Ayuda from 2-4 pm at Word of Faith Church. Government offices, non-profits, churches, educational institutions, businesses and others serving the Latino community are invited to participate and/or to donate funds, food, music, dance performance, or a door prize.  Contact Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org   for overviews of previous CJ Help Fairs, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/cs.html   

Thursday, October 29, 2009:  CJ & United Way Workshop for Service Providers - Helping Latinos Negotiate the Paperwork Maze.  3:30 pm at United Way, downtown Cville.   Contact:  Martha Trujillo at 972-1701 or mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org  

Tuesday, November 3, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com  , ns7e@virginia.edu  or  aemiller@ntelos.net   For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html  

Saturday, November 7, 2009:  Second Annual Bilingual Para Ti, Mujer.  Conference will be held at the Albemarle County Building on 5th St. Registration is free.   Contact:  hazael@hazaelgaray.com. 

Monday, November 9, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm at TBA.  New members are most welcomed.  Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  For more information on the Executive Committee, visit www.cj-network.org   

Thursday, November 12, 2009: CJ Plenary – How To Get Latinos Counted in the 2010 Census with Juan José Callejas, U.S. Census Bureau.  Registration, coffee & donuts will begin at 9:40 am. The training is free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am, Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Thursday, October 22, 2009, in Washington, DC:  Investing In Our Future:  The State Of Latino Children And Youth.  This day long symposium sponsored by the national Council of La Raza (NCLR) will be held at the Washington Marriott at Metro Center, Washington, D.C., from 8:30 am – 5:00 pm.  It will convene an audience of policymakers, practitioners, advocates, and researchers to discuss the most important issues affecting the well-being of Latino children nationwide.  It will feature panels of experts who will speak about threats and opportunities influencing Latino youth in the areas of education, health, poverty, immigration, juvenile justice, and civic engagement.  For more information, contact Patricia Foxen at pfoxen@nclr.org or (202) 776-1789
NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Years 2009 - 2010:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:40 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. 

***********************

The weekly CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. as soon as possible and no later than the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org     

The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org    Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Dilcia Colindres

Chair, Creciendo Juntos (CJ) and

Advocate for the Spanish-speaking Community

PO Box 3013

Charlottesville, VA 22903

dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org   

434-963-4676 Ext. 4

