CJ Weekly Alert  

September 29 – October 5, 2009
The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org  
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

For more information about these and other announcements, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org
Every Wednesday - Latina Women’s Support Group:  For more information, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472, or Dilcia Colindres at 434-963-4676 Ext 4.
Every Friday -  Domestic Violence Bilingual Support Group.  Beginning Friday, October 2, the Shelter for Help in Emergency will be offering a support group for women who have been victims of Domestic Violence every Friday from 10 – 11:30 am in its office 1410 Sachem Place (close to Albemarle High School).  For more information, contact Dilcia Colindres at 434-960-1941 or dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org   

For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org   

********************** 

B – WHAT’S NEW?  LOCAL LATINO ORIENTED INITIATIVES
English Classes: Trinity Presbyterian Church

During the school year, beginning and intermediate English classes are free as are related didactic materials. Classes at this 3101 Fontaine Ave Ext location are on Sundays. Trinity welcomes other service providers to explore partnerships to enhance this service. For more information, contact Joe Magri at joe.magri@trinitycville.org 
New Latina Mom’s Group: Southwood

The organizers of the Hydraulic Latina Mom’s Group began to offer a Mom’s Group in Southwood in September 2009. Moms will be taught parenting skills, English, and advised of community resources, while their children are being entertained. Multiple service providers will participate including Habitat, which will allow the group to use is Southwood Community Center, ACDSS Bright Stars (Kim Rambow), the ARC’s Infant Toddler Services(Maria Williams), and Albemarle County School’s ESOL program (Laura Brown and Paula Mehring). For more information, contact Paula Mehring (ACPS) at 434/295-7936 or pmehring@nexet.net 

Yes, Casa Del Padre moved.

For those of you who wanted to know where, the church is holding its Spanish language services on Sundays at 11:30 am at the chapel of the Belmont Baptist Church chapel on Monticello Avenue.  For more information contact Pastor Hazael Garay, Phone (434) 989-2508 or hazaelgaray@gmail.com
***********************

C – SEEKING BILINGUAL VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Ashley Tucker is a fourth year UVA student, majoring in Spanish and Anthropology.  She has travelled in Latin American and during the summer of 2009 she helped Tanya Gonzales in the Hispanic Liaison Office. Ashley is would like to volunteer a few hours a week working in the Latino community.  Email her at:  aet8v@virginia.edu 
Andrea Hidalgo is looking for volunteer opportunities in the local Latino/Hispanic community.  She is fluent in Spanish reading, writing and speaking and can donate some time in the evenings.  Contact Andrea at:  mspris27@gmail.com 
***********************

D - MEET CARLOS VALLADARES FROM ACPD
When he was 18 months old, this Salvadoran, along with an aunt, snuck into the U.S. in a car trunk.  Carlos lived most of his life in gang ridden Los Angeles where he became a citizen before enlisting in the Army (serving multiple tours in Iraq) and becoming an Albemarle County Police officer in April 2008.  Recently, the 26 year old donated a kidney to his mother with whom he lives.  

Last week Nuevas Raíces published an article about Officer Valladares along with his photo:  http://www.nuevasraices.com/content/templates/BannerArticle.asp?articleid=6352&zoneid=48 
The previous week, another Nuevas Raíces article provided an overview of Lt. James Bond’s presentation at the September CJ Plenary on Latinos & Crime: 

http://www.nuevasraices.com/content/templates/articulosnr.asp?articleid=6333&zoneid=6 
The ACPD has been impressive in its efforts to learn about Latinos and to gain their confidence, and has two Mexican-American officers, Eliza Espinoza and Jerry Shank, in addition to officer Valladares.  
***********************

E - H1N1 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The Thomas Jefferson Area Health Department is looking for volunteers - including those with bilingual skills – to provide support for our upcoming H1N1 vaccination clinics.  Volunteers are needed for a variety of duties including: filing, data entry, and greeting and providing information to clients.  We are currently conducting a needs assessment for priority groups and anticipate the need for volunteers both onsite at our Charlottesville location and for clinics in surrounding counties (Fluvanna, Greene, Louisa and Nelson). Clinics are expected to begin in mid October and end in mid to late December.  While we do not have specific dates at this time, we

anticipate a need for volunteers predominately on weekdays, with some occasional evening or weekend clinics.  You may volunteer for one or more time slots as convenient to your schedule.  Volunteers will be required to undergo a background check.  Basic training, orientation and HIPAA/privacy training will be provided.  For more information and to sign-up, please contact Rebecca Schmidt at  Rebecca.Schmidt@vdh.virginia.gov  or by phone at 434-972-6230.

***********************

F - NOVEMBER 20, 2009:  SUPPORT THE SOUTHWOOD TALENT SHOW!
 
Service providers working in Southwood are encouraged to promote and attend the November Southwood Talent Show.

 
Southwood and the Albemarle County Police Department are inviting Southwood children ages 6 – 18 to participate in a Community Talent Show on Friday, November 20th at 7:00 PM at the Southwood Community Center.  Participating children with singing, dancing, music performances, magic, and other acts will receive an award.  The evening’s festivities will start with a community Pot Luck Meal, so residents should bring their favorite foods to be shared and enjoyed by everyone. The evening event will conclude with several door prize drawings and a short Neighborhood Watch Meeting during which time the newly purchased Neighborhood Watch signs will be dedicated.  The signs are in English as well as Spanish.  
Help make Southwood one of Albemarle’s best communities by encouraging your Southwood clients to attend, accompanying them, or by supporting this and future Southwood Neighborhood Watch events with a donation.  For more information contact:  Lieutenant James Bond at (434) 296-5874 or bondj@albemarle.org or Gloria Rockhold at g.rockhold@gmail.com
**********************

G – NEW REPORT ABOUT HEALTH COVERAGE AND HISPANICS
A Pew Hispanic Center survey released on September 25, found 60% of undocumented adult Hispanics lack health insurance; 28% of adult Hispanics who are either legal permanent residents or U.S. citizens go without health insurance, compared to 17 percent of the U.S. adult population as a whole.  To review the study, visit http://pewhispanic.org/reports/report.php?ReportID=113
**********************

H - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

Unless indicated, the following are free, in English, and open to the public.  

For more information on these and many other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or job openings), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS SECTION OF THE CJ WEBSITE:  http://www.cj-network.org
Monday, October 5, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm at TBA.  New members are most welcomed.  Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com   if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  For more information on the Executive Committee, visit www.cj-network.org   

Tuesday, October 6, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the Albemarle County Office Building, 5th Street, Room C. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com , ns7e@virginia.edu   or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html
Thursday, October 8, 2009: CJ Plenary/Workshop - Domestic Violence in the Latino Community.  Learn culturally sensitive solutions to violence in Latino families.  Facilitated by Aaron Miller (Sexual Assault Resource Agency), presenters  include Dilcia Colindres (Shelter for Help in Emergencies/SHE) and Sandra Abbott (Albemarle County Victim/Witness Assistant Coordinator) and may include clips from Ya No Más! and Abriendo las Cajas.  Registration, coffee & donuts will begin at 9:40 am. The workshop is free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am, Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. Contact Aaron Miller, aemiller@ntelos.net  or (434) 295-7273. 

Tuesday, October 20, 2009:  Cultural Sensitivity Training:  Latinos in Albemarle County, 3 - 4:30 pm in the County building downtown on McIntire, Room 241, with sociologist and CJ Executive Committee member, Linda Hemby.  Sponsored by Albemarle County and open to the public.  Free for county employees; $25 for others but you can request a waiver.  Registration is required: lwyatt@albemarle.org  
Thursday, October 22, 2009, in Washington, DC:  Investing in Our Future:  The State of Latino Children and Youth.  Sponsored by the national Council of La Raza (NCLR), at the Washington Marriott at Metro Center, Washington, D.C., from 8:30 am – 5:00 pm.  Contact: Patricia Foxen at pfoxen@nclr.org   or (202) 776-1789

Saturday, October 24, 2009:  CJ Annual Help Fair – Fería de Ayuda from 2-5 pm at Word of Faith Church. Government offices, non-profits, churches, educational institutions, businesses and others serving the Latino community are invited to participate and/or to donate funds, food, music, dance performance, or a door prize.  Contact Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org  or visit
http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/annualhelpfair.doc 

Tuesday, November 3, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com   , ns7e@virginia.edu   or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html   

Saturday, November 7, 2009:  Second Annual Bilingual Para Ti, Mujer.  Conference will be held at the Albemarle County Building on 5th St. Registration is free.   Contact:  hazael@hazaelgaray.com  

Monday, November 9, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm at TBA.  New members are most welcomed.  Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  For more information on the Executive Committee, visit www.cj-network.org   

Thursday, November 12, 2009: CJ Plenary – How To Get Latinos Counted in the 2010 Census with Juan José Callejas, U.S. Census Bureau.  Registration, coffee & donuts will begin at 9:40 am. The training is free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am, Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org   

Thursday, October 22, 2009, in Washington, DC:  Investing In Our Future:  The State Of Latino Children And Youth.  This day long symposium sponsored by the national Council of La Raza (NCLR) will be held at the Washington Marriott at Metro Center, Washington, D.C., from 8:30 am – 5:00 pm.  It will convene an audience of policymakers, practitioners, advocates, and researchers to discuss the most important issues affecting the well-being of Latino children nationwide.  It will feature panels of experts who will speak about threats and opportunities influencing Latino youth in the areas of education, health, poverty, immigration, juvenile justice, and civic engagement.  For more information, contact Patricia Foxen at pfoxen@nclr.org or (202) 776-1789
NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Years 2009 - 2010:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:40 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. 

***********************

The weekly CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. as soon as possible and no later than the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org     

The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org    Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Dilcia Colindres

Chair, Creciendo Juntos (CJ) and

Advocate for the Spanish-speaking Community

PO Box 3013

Charlottesville, VA 22903

dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org   

434-963-4676 Ext. 4

