CJ Weekly Alert  

September 8 - 14, 2009

 

 

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

 

Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org 

******************
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

 

For more information about these and other announcements, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org  

 

Wednesdays:  Women's Initiative in collaboration with the Shelter for Help in Emergency is offering a support group for Latina women every Wednesday at 10 am at the Word of Faith Church (across the street from Albemarle High School). Transportation and childcare is provided. For more information, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472, or Dilcia Colindres at 434-963-4676 Ext 4.

Sign Up Now!  Southwood Latino Families with Children ages 0-5:   Two programs from Children, Youth and Family Services:  Early Learning Program on Wednesdays designed for English and non-English families and the Early Literacy/Playgroup on Fridays for Latino mothers and their young children ages 0-5. Registration before September 1 with Hilary Nagel at (434) 296-4119 ex 238 or at hnagel@cyfs.org  Access new flyers in the Community Announcements section of the CJ website.

September 8:  Last week to sign up Albemarle Latinos for  Free Health Promoter Training. Offered by the CJ Health Promoter Work Group.  Contact Maritza Gomez (962-10410) or Olga Castillo (409-7500) or for a flyer with a class schedule, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjcomm_ann/docs_2009/Promotores.doc 
September 10 – 11:  Conference - Advancing Health Equity:  From Theory To Practice (Richmond).  Addressing inequities in health is probably our most significant public health challenge and crosses all disciplines. The goal of the conference is a call to action by stakeholders throughout Virginia to reverse the inequitable distribution of social determinants of health by designing healthy communities.  Agenda, location, sponsorship and other event details are located at  http://www.vdh.state.va.us/healthpolicy/2009conference/documents/sponsorship-document.pdf  

 

Monday, September 14:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm at Piedmont Housing Alliance (downtown), next to ACAC.  New members are most welcomed.  Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  For more information on the Executive Committee, visit www.cj-network.org  

For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org  

 

********************** 

 

B –CJ PLENARY THIS THURSDAY!  LATINOS & CRIME

Lt. James Bond from the Albemarle County Police Department will be the guest at the first plenary of this season, on Thursday, September 10.  Join us for an important presentation that will provide an overview on Latinos and local crime before focusing on Southwood as a case study and discussing new community crime fighting initiatives, one electronic and the other, the Neighborhood Watch Group.

Registration, coffee & donuts will begin at 9:40 am. The workshop is free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am, Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Linda Hemby at lhemby@albemarle.org 

For a schedule of future plenaries, visit the Upcoming Meetings section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org 

********************** 

C – FALL SPANISH CLASSES

Speak! Language Center is now enrolling for several fall spanish classes as well as custom small group and workplace Spanish courses. Fall group offerings include morning and evening courses for all levels -beginners (Mon and Wed), intermediate (Tues evenings or Tues/Thurs mornings) through advanced. Tired of crowded classrooms? At Speak! all classes are limited to 8 in order to guarantee lots of speaking practice. Speak! also offers two drop-in Spanish conversation hours each Saturday at 9-10am and 11am-Noon ($10/$5 for currently enrolled students). 

Special Offer: TAKE $25 off any Spanish course by mentioning you found out about Speak! through the CJ Weekly Alert  
For more information, visit http://speaklanguagecenter.com  or call Christina Ball at 434-245-8255.  
***********************

D - SEPTEMBER IMPACT LISTENING SESSIONS FOR HISPANICS

The annual IMPACT listening process will begin again during the months of September and October. Many meetings are held in all 30 IMPACT congregations and serve as a way for all of us to listen carefully to the most pressing justice concerns of people in our community. Results from all the listening sessions help to shape presentations at the Oct. 19th Fall Assembly where a vote will identify the two issues IMPACT will address in the coming year. This year IMPACT has recommended that the listening sessions also be utilized to build better relationships among the 30 IMPACT congregations. Accordingly, three bilingual listening sessions have been scheduled and will be open to all members of both the Incarnation and St. Thomas Aquinas parishes, including our Hispanic brothers and sisters. This is an exciting opportunity to spend some quality time with other Catholics who have an interest in making our community a more just and fair place for all. Sessions will be held immediately following Sunday liturgies and FOOD will be provided. Mark your calendar and plan on attending one of the following sessions: Sunday, Sept. 13 from 2:15 to 3:45 pm at Incarnation; Sunday, Sept. 20 from 5:45 to 7:15 pm at Incarnation; Sunday, Oct. 4 from 6:30 to 8:00 pm at St. Thomas Aquinas. Please contact Incarnation’s Social Justice Minister Laura Brown with any questions at 434/973-4381 or lsb@incarnationparish.org 
***********************

E - SERVICE OPPORTUNITY FOR UVA STUDENTS IN THE LOCAL LATINO COMMUNITY

The Southwood Community Outreach Program is a new program this year sponsored by the Latino Student Alliance and Madison House. It consists of mentoring and tutoring a diverse group of kids, the majority of whom are Latino elementary and middle school students, ranging from ages 6-13 who live in Southwood Mobile Home Park. As a volunteer for the program you will participate in one-on-one tutoring once a week and monthly activities with the families community. If interested contact Alexandra Triana, Program Director, Madison House at amt7f@virginia.edu  
***********************

F - BEST PRACTICE: HISPANIC CHURCHES IN VIRGINIA BEACH COMBAT ATTITUDES OF 'MACHISMO'

“As the new pastor at Vino Nuevo in Virginia Beach, the Rev. Gladys Mejias-Ashmore has been teaching a lot about family, parenting - and the dangers of machismo.  In Latin culture, the macho man looms large as boss of wife and family. But more than a few local Hispanic evangelical pastors are teaching that machismo violates Christian norms for husbands and fathers.”  

Read the entire Virginia Pilot article at http://hamptonroads.com/2009/08/hispanic-churches-combat-attitudes-machismo
**********************

G - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Unless indicated, the following are free, in English, and open to the public.  

 

For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or job openings), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS SECTION OF THE CJ WEBSITE:  http://www.cj-network.org  

 

For Albemarle Latinos:  Strengthening Families Program.  This Region Ten family skills training program will be offered in Spanish in 2010 to Albemarle residents, preferably those living between 29 and Hydraulic Road. To refer your Latino Clients or for more information, contact  Robert Wadden, SFP Manager, Region Ten, 434-972-1881 or robertw@regionten.org 

Saturday, September 26, 2009: Harrisonburg International Festival, noon – 6 pm, at Hillandale Park in Harrisonburg, includes international foods, music, Aztec and other dancers, artists, vendors, storytellers, activities for all ages, a multi-language area, and a cultural fashion show featuring traditional dress.  http://www.harrisonburg-international-festival.org  

Tuesday, October 6, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com  , ns7e@virginia.edu  or  aemiller@ntelos.net   For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html  

Monday, October 12, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm at Piedmont Housing Alliance (downtown), next to ACAC.  New members are most welcomed.  Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  For more information on the Executive Committee, visit www.cj-network.org  

Tuesday, October 20, 2009:  Cultural Sensitivity Training:  Latinos in Albemarle County, 3 - 4:30 pm in the County building downtown on McIntire, Room 241, with sociologist and CJ Executive Committee member, Linda Hemby.  Sponsored by Albemarle County but open to both employees and other interested individuals.  Registration is required: lwyatt@albemarle.org Last year’s power point presentation is located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjleproblems/CulturalSensitivity.ppt There will be several important changes this year.

Saturday, October 24, 2009:  CJ Annual Help Fair – Fería de Ayuda from 2-4 pm at Word of Faith Church. Government offices, non-profits, churches, educational institutions, businesses and others serving the Latino community are invited to participate and/or to donate funds, food, music, dance performance, or a door prize.  Contact Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org  for overviews of previous CJ Help Fairs, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/cs.html  

 

Thursday, October 29, 2009:  CJ & United Way Workshop for Service Providers - Helping Latinos Negotiate the Paperwork Maze.  3:30 pm at United Way, downtown Cville.   Contact:  Martha Trujillo at 972-1701 or mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 

 
Tuesday, November 3, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com  , ns7e@virginia.edu  or  aemiller@ntelos.net   For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html  

Saturday, November 7, 2009:  Second Annual Bilingual Para Ti, Mujer.  Conference will be held at the Albemarle County Building on 5th St. Registration is free.   Contact:  hazael@hazaelgaray.com. 
Monday, November 9, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm at Piedmont Housing Alliance (downtown), next to ACAC.  New members are most welcomed.  Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  For more information on the Executive Committee, visit www.cj-network.org  

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Years 2009 - 2010:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:40 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. 

 

***********************

 

The weekly CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. as soon as possible and no later than the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org    

 

The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

 

 

Dilcia Colindres

Chair, Creciendo Juntos (CJ) and

Advocate for the Spanish-speaking Community

PO Box 3013

Charlottesville, VA 22903

dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org  

434-963-4676 Ext. 4

 

