CJ Weekly Alert  

December 1 - 7, 2009

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org  

******************
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

For more information about these and other initiatives, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org
Tuesday, December 1:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the Albemarle County Office Building, 5th Street, Room C. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com , ns7e@virginia.edu   or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html
Wednesday, December 2, 2009:  Workshop for Service Providers – Helping Latinos Obtaining DMV and other Documents.  Leni Gonzalez, Department of Motor Vehicles, will talk about the problems and obstacles Latinos face obtaining a U.S. legal ID.  Learn DMV´s requirements for obtaining or renewing an ID or driver’s license, purchasing license plates, etc. Also service providers will learn to identify a Green Card, Work Permit, and how to obtain an individual taxpayer identification number (ITIN) to file taxes.  This workshop is designed for all service providers working with Latinos. Join us on December 2nd, 2009 at 10:30 at the United Way office.  Space is limited; please RSVP with Martha Trujillo at (434) 972-1703.
Wednesday Morning Latina Women’s Support Group. Free support group, sponsored by the Women’s Initiative, held at the Word of Faith Church, every Wednesday at 10.  Transportation and childcare is provided. For more information, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472.

Friday Morning Domestic Violence Bilingual Support Group. The Shelter for Help in Emergency offers a support group for women who have been victims of Domestic Violence every Friday from 10 – 11:30 am in its office 1410 Sachem Place. For more information, contact Dilcia Colindres at 434-960-1941. 

For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org   

********************** 

B – NEXT WEEK, CJ ROUNDTABLE:  COME AND LEARN WHO IS DOING WHAT IN THE LATINO COMMUNITY & SHARE YOUR ACTIVITIES AS WELL
The CJ Plenary (monthly, public meeting) for December will be a CJ Roundtable on Thursday, December 10, from 10 to 11:30 am.

Everyone working with the Latino community or interested in doing so are strongly urged to attend since the CJ Roundtable offers all attendees an opportunity to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in an effort to encourage networking, partnering and other support of these projects and interests.

As always, the December Roundtable will also provide quick peaks and overviews of key networking and local resource sections of the CJ website.

Attendees are welcomed to bring materials to circulate, from program brochures, event flyers, and bilingual position announcements, to calling cards and resumes.

Registration, coffee & donuts will begin at 9:40 am. The workshop is free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am, Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Linda Hemby at lhemby@albemarle.org 
***********************

C - DECEMBER 18:  VOLUNTEER FOR OR PARTICIPATE IN THE ANNUAL CVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT POSADA

The Annual Cville Fire Department Posada will be held this year on Friday, December 18 at 6 pm at the Ridge Street Fire House.  The Posada is a great way to interact and learn about a different culture and provides Latinos an opportunity to practice and enjoy their customs and to learn about fire safety. 

Support this important Latino outreach event by accompanying your Charlottesville Latinos to the Posada and/or by offering to help out with logistics.  For more information about how you can support the Posada, contact Mary Loose (MLoose@aol.com  or 970-3536) or Felipe  (felipemendoza@yahoo.com  or 301/537-8312).

You can also post flyers about the event in your office, church, and favorite hangouts.

Spanish:  http://www.cj-network.org/cjcomm_ann/docs_2009/PosadaSpanish.doc 

English:  http://www.cj-network.org/cjcomm_ann/docs_2009/PosadaEnglish.doc 

***********************

D - INVITE THE POLICE TO MEET WITH LATINOS

Latinos, largely because of negative experiences of police in their home countries or nearby Virginia counties, or because of their undocumented status, typically don’t cooperate with the police, making them easy victims for crime. 

Help Albemarle County Police Officer Todd Hopwood and Lt. James Bond change this mindset by inviting them to talk to groups of Latinos.  Todd has been with the department for almost 20 years and during this time has had an interest in the Latino community.  In his job, coordinating media and community relations, Todd is eager to speak about the department’s interest in improving its relationship with Latinos.  Lt. Bond has been with the department for 30 years, has organized the Southwood Neighborhood Watch group, and has established a close working relationship with Latinos in the trailer park.  The ACPD also have Latino police officers who can talk at events, including Carlos Valladares, from El Salvador.  Think about inviting one or more of them to speak at a Latino neighborhood gathering, apartment complex, parenting group, parent-teacher event, classroom or among other venues, at a Spanish language church service.  

You can contact Todd at hopwoodt@albemarle.org or (434) 296-5807; Lt. Bond can be reached at bondj@albemarle.org  

***********************

E – NEW NEWSLETTER FROM THE OFFICE OF CULTURAL AND LINGUISTIC COMPETENCE 
The Dept. of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services Office of Cultural and Linguistic Competence’s December 2009 newsletter is now online at:

http://www.dbhds.virginia.gov/2008CLC/documents/clc-Newsltr-Vol-02-Ed-05.pdf
The newsletter identifies best practices and lessons learned from the DBHDS system’s work around cultural and linguistic competency in Virginia.
***********************

F - UVA MEDICAL STUDENT VOLUNTEERS AVAILABLE FOR 30 HOURS

UVA’s Social Issues in Medicine course seeks to sensitize medical students to the poor and to different cultures through volunteer activities with community organizations.  During their first or second semester, medical students are placed for 30 hours (over 10 weeks) of service learning with a community organization as part of this required class.  Many of the students are bilingual and have worked in Latin America and/or with Latino populations in the US.  These volunteers prefer to work in medical settings but can also devote time to non-medical initiatives.  

For more information on how to recruit these volunteers, contact Dela Alexander  at  da7r@virginia.edu
***********************

G - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES  

Unless indicated, the following are free, in English, and open to the public.  

For more information on these and many other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or job openings), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS SECTION OF THE CJ WEBSITE:  http://www.cj-network.org  

Before December 10, 2009:  Apply For Immigrant Integration Funding Opportunity.  http://www.migrationinformation.org/integrationawards  

Thursday, December 10, 2009: CJ Roundtable.  All attendees have an opportunity to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in an effort to encourage networking, partnering and other support of these projects and interests. This CJ plenary is free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40., Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Linda Hemby at lhemby@albemarle.org 
Friday, December 11, 2009:  Colaborando Juntos – Latino Behavioral Health Symposium.  The event is designed to identify and address the many different behavioral health and disability care challenges facing Central Virginia’s diverse Latino communities.  The event is from 8:15 am – 12:45 pm at the Ramsey Memorial Methodist Church,  5900 Hull Street Road; Richmond, VA 23224.  Cost:  $25 per person/$10 for students with valid ID.  For more information visit http://www.colaborandojuntosva.com  
Monday, December 14, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm. Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  

Friday, December 18, 2009: Annual Cville Fire Department Posada at 6 pm at the Ridge Street Fire House.  The Posada is a great way to interact and learn about a different culture and provides Latinos an opportunity to practice and enjoy their customs and to learn about fire safety. For more information contact Mary Loose (MLoose@aol.com  or 970-3536) or Felipe  (felipemendoza@yahoo.com  or 301/537-8312).

Tuesday, January 5, 2010:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com   , ns7e@virginia.edu   or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html
Monday, January 11, 2010:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm. Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  

Thursday, January 14, 2010: CJ Plenary - Faith Based Perspectives on Latino Problems and Problem Solving. This CJ plenary is free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40., Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Daniel Bannister at mdbannister@liberty.edu or 434-426-4122.

Thursday, February 11, 2010: CJ Plenary:  Southwood Update: 2009 Survey Results and Habitat’s Response with consultant firm, Habitat for Humanity and Southwood representatives.  This CJ plenary is free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Linda Hemby at lhemby@albemarle.org 

Thursday, March 11, 2010: CJ Plenary - Latino Legal Issues, facilitated by Doug Ford (UVa Immigration Clinic), with attorneys Eddie Summers, Tim Frielich, Elva Mason and Erin Trodden. This CJ plenary is free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Linda Hemby at lhemby@albemarle.org 

Thursday April 8, 2010: Latinos & Mental Health facilitated by Elizabeth Irvin (The Women’s Initiative), with UVA’s Dr. Sandy Lopez-Baez, Ingrid Ramos (Charlottesville League of Therapists) and other Latino mental health providers. This CJ plenary is free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472.

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Years 2009 - 2010:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:40 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. 

***********************

The weekly CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. as soon as possible and no later than the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org     

The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org    Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Dilcia Colindres

Chair, Creciendo Juntos (CJ) and

Advocate for the Spanish-speaking Community

PO Box 3013

Charlottesville, VA 22903

dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org   

434-963-4676 Ext. 4

