CJ Weekly Alert  

December 15 - 21, 2009

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org  
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

For more information about these and many other upcoming initiatives, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org
Monday, December 14, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Holiday Lunch.  Members should arrive by 12:30 pm at La Cocina del Sol and bring a small gift.  Contact: Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  

Wednesday Morning Latina Women’s Support Group. Free support group, sponsored by the Women’s Initiative, held at the Word of Faith Church, every Wednesday at 10.  Transportation and childcare is provided. For more information, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472.

Friday, December 18, 2009: Annual Cville Fire Department Posada.  See details below.
Friday Morning Domestic Violence Bilingual Support Group. The Shelter for Help in Emergency offers a support group for women who have been victims of Domestic Violence every Friday from 10 – 11:30 am in its office 1410 Sachem Place. For more information, contact Dilcia Colindres at 434-960-1941. 

For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org   

********************** 

B – THIS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18:  ANNUAL CVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT POSADA

The Annual Cville Fire Department Posada will be held this year on Friday, December 18 at 6 pm at the Ridge Street Fire House.  The Posada is a great way to interact and learn about a different culture and provides Latinos an opportunity to practice and enjoy their customs and to learn about fire safety. For more information, flyers are available in

Spanish:  http://www.cj-network.org/cjcomm_ann/docs_2009/PosadaSpanish.doc 

English:  http://www.cj-network.org/cjcomm_ann/docs_2009/PosadaEnglish.doc
Or contact Mary Loose (MLoose@aol.com  or 970-3536) or Felipe  (felipemendoza@yahoo.com  or 301/537-8312).

**********************

C - BILINGUAL EMPLOYMENT VACANCIES

Bilingual employment opportunities are presently available at:

Charlottesville AIDS/HIV Services Group

Charlottesville 2010 Census Team
Region Ten Clinician, Access.  
  

Region Ten Prevention Specialist (Strengthening Families Program)

For details about these and other bilingual employment and volunteer vacancies, and for information on bilingual professionals seeking such positions, visit the Community Announcement section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org
***********************

D – ESSAY BY LOU HART:  MY FRIEND JUAN

The following essay was published last week in the Quaker/Friends bulletin:

My friend Juan

Earlier this year we were asked to visit prisoners at the Piedmont Regional Jail in Farmville,

Virginia. My new friend there was Juan from Bolivia. He needed assistance with the paperwork which was required when he appeared before the Immigration Judge.

Juan was a steel worker and a welder. He was detained with 40 other men at 6:00AM as they arrived at the job site. Suspected of not having legal papers, they were handcuffed, chained from their waist to their feet, and held up against an Immigration bus for hours, without food and water.

At the Farmville Jail, Juan and others were being held for an Immigration Hearing and probable

deportation. Juan couldn’t seem to understand why the U.S. Government was so angry with him----he said he just wanted to work.

Juan was young, strong, skilled, and Christian. He was fearful for the safety and well-being of his wife Carlita and their two small children in Falls Church. He was afraid about being deported back to Bolivia because he feared the money lenders there. And then, for himself, he said that he was afraid of being raped in jail.

My visit with Juan was unique and chilling. Later, at home, I called the Jail and asked if I could send money for him to use at the Jail Commissary. They said that I could by sending postal money orders, which I did for some weeks. I also sent some funds to his wife Carlita in Falls Church. 

Then, one day, my letter was returned with two words scrawled on the envelope, “Not Here” -------two words “Not Here.” When I called the Jail, they said that Juan was gone and they didn’t know anything else.

Our immigration policy is broken because past Congresses and past Presidents have chosen not to tackle a “hot potato.” It would seem that the U.S. could show compassion for immigrants like Juan, people who are “otherwise law abiding.” Compassion for mostly young people from countries South of our border. Countries friendly to the United States. Why not?

Lou Hart can be reached at louwhart@aol.com 
***********************

E - JANUARY 14, 2010, CJ PLENARY:  FORUM - FAITH BASED PERSPECTIVES ON LATINO PROBLEMS 

More and more, leaders of Spanish language congregations are sought out by Latinos seeking assistance with a problem.  This is particularly true in communities where Spanish language front line staff and outreach materials and events are uncommon and thus breed Latino ignorance about local resources and their lack of understanding and compliance with policies and processes.

In several CJ plenaries, church leaders have voiced diverse concerns, from the police’s use of Latino children as interpreters to Latinos not being paid for their work.  Too, in October 2009, some 400 members of IMPACT, a local network of churches, voted to make language access their advocacy issue, recognizing that many Latinos and other limited English proficiency populations lack access to services or lose services due to the failure of service providers to make appropriate language and cultural accommodations.

The objective of this CJ panel is to provide a bridge, between the faith based community and other service providers working with Latinos, to enhance understanding about problems facing the Latino community and generate ideas and opportunities to explore partnerships to respond to them.  

The panel will be moderated by Daniel Bannister, Iglesia Fuente de Vida and member of CJ’s Executive Committee.  Speakers will include Pastor Judy Hubbard, Iglesia Rios de Agua Viva (formerly Palabra de Fe); Fanny Smedle, Incarnation Church; Claire Moore, Abundant Life Ministry; and Veronica Pina IMPACT.  During the discussion period, everyone will be given an opportunity to share their knowledge, and after the panel is adjourned at 11:30, attendees will be encouraged to mingle, meet, and exchange contact information.

Registration, coffee & donuts will begin at 9:40 am. This forum is free, open to the public, and in English and Spanish. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am, Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Danniel Bannister at mdbannister@liberty.edu  or Linda Hemby at lhemby@albemarle.org
***********************

F – NEW STUDY ABOUT LATINO YOUTH:  TIES TO PARENTS' HOMELAND HOLD STRONG.  
Hispanic young people born in the United States retain a strong identification with their immigrant parents' homelands but also remain optimistic about their future in this country despite lower- than-average levels of education and income, according to one of the most wide-ranging studies of young Latinos to date. The report includes detailed analysis of government data on Hispanics ages 16 to 25 -- a generation often referred to as "millennials" -- as well as a survey of more than 2,000 respondents. "If you want to understand what America will be like in the 21st century, you need to have an understanding of how today's young Latinos, most of whom are not immigrants, are growing up," said Paul Taylor, executive director of the Pew Hispanic Center. Hispanics already make up one out of five school-age children and one out of four newborns in the nation, Taylor said. Their presence is even more pronounced in states such as New Mexico, California and Texas, where they account for 40 percent or more of millennials. (In Maryland, Virginia and the District they represent between 7 and 8 percent.) "Never before in this nation's history has a minority ethnic group made up such a large share of the youngest Americans," Taylor said. "Their importance derives from their sheer numbers." View the Pew Hispanic Study at:   http://pewhispanic.org/reports/report.php?ReportID=117 ; a Washington Post article on the report is available at:  http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/12/10/AR2009121003951.html
***********************

G - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES  

Unless indicated, the following are free, in English, and open to the public.  

For more information on these and many other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or job openings), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS SECTION OF THE CJ WEBSITE:  http://www.cj-network.org  
Now Enrolling:  Spanish Classes at Speak!  This language center specializes in dynamic, effective language education and small classes (max 8, average 4-5). Spanish classes offered at all levels, from beginner through advanced, morning and evening, long and short-term, workplace Spanish, including regular group classes (starting in early and mid January) as well as Plunge! Speak's Two Week Immersion Course (two levels) - Jan 4-15, 2010. Special: Enroll by Dec 14 and save $75! Or take $25 off any class by mentioning that you heard about us from Creciendo Juntos! For more info, visit: www.speaklanguagecenter.com or call (434) 245-8255.
Tuesday, January 5, 2010:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com   , ns7e@virginia.edu   or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html
Monday, January 11, 2010:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm. Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  

Thursday, January 14, 2010: CJ Plenary - Faith Based Perspectives on Latino Problems and Problem Solving. This CJ forum is free, open to the public, and in English and Spanish. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40., Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Daniel Bannister at mdbannister@liberty.edu or 434-426-4122.

Tuesday, February 2, 2010:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com   , ns7e@virginia.edu   or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html
Monday, February 8, 2010:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm. Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  

Thursday, February 11, 2010: CJ Plenary:  Southwood Update: 2009 Survey Results and Habitat’s Response with consultant firm, Habitat for Humanity and Southwood representatives.  This CJ panel is free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Linda Hemby at lhemby@albemarle.org 

Thursday, March 11, 2010: CJ Plenary - Latino Legal Issues, facilitated by Doug Ford (UVa Immigration Clinic), with attorneys Eddie Summers, Tim Frielich, Elva Mason and Erin Trodden. This CJ forum is free, open to the public, and in English and Spanish. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Linda Hemby at lhemby@albemarle.org 

Thursday April 8, 2010: Latinos & Mental Health facilitated by Elizabeth Irvin (The Women’s Initiative), with UVA’s Dr. Sandy Lopez-Baez, Ingrid Ramos (Charlottesville League of Therapists) and other Latino mental health providers. This CJ panel is free, open to the public, and in English and Spanish. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472.

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Years 2009 - 2010:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:40 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. 

***********************

The weekly CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. as soon as possible and no later than the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org     

The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org    Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Dilcia Colindres

Chair, Creciendo Juntos (CJ) and

Advocate for the Spanish-speaking Community

PO Box 3013

Charlottesville, VA 22903

dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org   

434-963-4676 Ext. 4

