CJ Weekly Alert  
March 31 – April 6, 2009
 

 
The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
 

For more information about these and other announcements, visit  

http://ww" \t "_blank" 
http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html
  
Tuesday, March 31, 2009:  Last day to Enroll Students in County and Cville City Preschool programs.  For details visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 
Wednesday, April 1, 2009:  Watch the Premiere of The Real World’s Pedro Zamora.  On the MTV cable channel at 8:00 pm.  For more information visit  www.pedro.mtv.com or contact Steph at Stephanie.Shaw@pphsinc.org or at 434/296-1000 ext 6646 to find out who is having an open house party in Charlottesville to view the screening.
Friday, April 3, 2009:  Margaret Lindauer to Present On Frieda Kahlo at 1:15 p.m. in the UVA Minor Hall auditorium.  
Monday, April 6, 2009:  JMU’S 2009 "Diversity in Action" Conference from 8:30 A.M - 4:15 P.M. in the Festival Student and Conference Center. Conference information and registration is located at:  http://www.jmu.edu/training/development/diversityinaction.shtml  Contact:  Suzanne Vance at vancesn@jmu.edu or 568-4101 with questions or registration assistance.

********************** 
B - STARTING IN APRIL 2009:  NEW SPANISH CLASSES AT SPAIN ON MAIN - ENROLL WITH A FRIEND AND SAVE! 

Starting in April, Spain on Main will be offering many new classes for beginners, intermediate and advanced students.  You are invited to try out any first class as a guest to see if the level is right for you!  Information on new classes is located at http://spainonmain.com 

Come and check out our new home in the Glass Building (X Lounge, Bluegrass Grill), just 2 blocks away from our former location as well as from the Downtown Mall and ACAC. This large, gorgeous space will allow us to add more courses and languages (expect French next month) and is also ideal for cultural and other events. The new, multi-language friendly name is be Speak! Language Center and as soon as it’s ready, the website will be www.speaklanguagecenter.com 
***********************

C - APRIL 16, 2009:  IMMIGRANT ADVOCACY PROGRAM OPEN HOUSE

Edgar Aranda-Yanoc, Pamela Banner, Arnoldo Borja, Dan Choi, Tim Freilich, Claudia Henriquez and Erin Trodden of the Legal Aid Justice Center’s Immigrant Advocacy Program explain how they help low-wage workers find fair treatment.  Doug Ford of the Pro-Bono Immigration Project addresses issues related to immigration status. The event is part of the Center’s Java for Justice series of free, casual, get-to-know-us-better gatherings, and will be held on Thursday, April 16, 12 noon - 1:00 pm at 1000 Preston Avenue. 
Bring a friend and learn about our work while you enjoy a light lunch and a cup of coffee in our library. RSVP appreciated, Susan Kruse, susan@justice4all.org, 977-0553 ext. 101. 
***********************

D - APRIL 9, 2009 : CJ PLENARY - IMMIGRATION BILLS IN THE VIRGINIA GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
Come hear Tim Freilich, immigration attorney from the Legal Aid Justice Center, speak about new immigration bills and laws being passed in Virginia and what they mean for our Latino residents and service providers working with them.
Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am. The Roundtable will begin promptly at 10:00 am and will be adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. As always, this CJ event will be held in Room A of the Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd. Free – Public Invited. For more information contact Dilcia Colindes at dilciacolindres@msn.com
***********************

E – DREAM ACT INTRODUCTION SHOWS POLITICAL MUSCLE FOR IMMIGRATION REFORM

With the bipartisan introduction of the DREAM Act last Thursday, the House and Senate delivered yet another signal that the political tide for immigration reform is getting stronger. The bill seeks to remedy the predicament of a specific group of undocumented children who are blocked from realizing their full potential. By providing a path to U.S. citizenship, the DREAM Act would allow these children to pursue a higher education and contribute fully to our economy. 
Read a March 27, 2009 press release from Immigration Policy Center at

http://www.immigrationpolicy.org/images/File/pressrelease/StmtonDreamAct3-27-09.pdf 

Thanks to attorney Eddie Summers (es@ocho.com), from the Immigration Law Center, for sharing this information.
**************

F - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Unless indicated, the following are free, in English, and open to the public.  

 

For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or job openings), visit 

http://ww" \t "_blank" 
http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html
  

Tuesday, April 7, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Work Group Meeting at 9:00 am at SHE.  Everyone is welcomed. Contact Jan Wolfe at:  jan@rhop-brmc.org  or wlfwmn@gmail.com 

 

Thursday, April 9, 2009: CJ Plenary:  Immigration Bills in the Virginia General Assembly with Tim Freilich, 10 – 11:30, Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended.  Contact Tim Freilich at tim@justice4all.org 

Monday, April 13, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  New members welcomed! Contact dilciacolindres@msn.com 

Saturday, May 9, 2009:  Charlottesville Festival Of Cultures, from 10 am to 4 pm in Lee Park, (on Market Street, next to the public library, downtown Charlottesville).  For more information visit http://avenue.org/festivalofcultures or contact:  Debra Tuler at Debra.Tuler@ccs.k12.va.us or at (434) 245-2819.

Thursday, May 14, 2009: CJ Roundtable.  10 – 11:30, Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended.  Roundtables are offered three times a year to allow all attendees an opportunity to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in an effort to encourage networking, partnering and other support of these projects and interests. Contact: Dilcia Colindes at dilciacolindres@msn.com
Saturday, October 24, 2009:  CJ Annual Help Fair – Fería de Ayuda from 2-4 pm at Word of Faith Church. Government offices, non-profits, churches, educational institutions, businesses and others serving the Latino community are invited to participate and/or to donate funds, food, music, dance performance, or a door prize.  Contact Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org For overviews of previous CJ Help Fairs, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/cs.html 

 

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2009:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). There are no plenaries in July and August.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. 
***********************

This Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

 

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at 

http://www.cj-network.org/" \t "_blank" 
www.cj-network.org
 , is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

 

 

Dilcia Colindres

Chair, Creciendo Juntos (CJ)

and

Advocate for the Spanish-speaking Community

PO Box 3013

Charlottesville, VA 22903

dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org 
434-963-4676 Ext 4

 

 

