CJ Weekly Alert  

October 6 - 12, 2009

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org  
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

For more information about these and other announcements, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org
Monday, October 5, 2009: SHE Domestic Violence Awareness Month Activities Begin.  See details below.
Monday, October 5, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm. Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  
Tuesday, October 6, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the Albemarle County Office Building, 5th Street, Room C. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com , ns7e@virginia.edu   or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html
Wednesday Morning Latina Women’s Support Group. Free support group, sponsored by the Women’s Initiative, held at the Word of Faith Church, every Wednesday at 10.  Transportation and childcare is provided. For more information, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472.

Thursday, CJ Plenary:  Domestic Violence & Latinos.  See details below.
Friday Morning Domestic Violence Bilingual Support Group. The Shelter for Help in Emergency offers a support group for women who have been victims of Domestic Violence every Friday from 10 – 11:30 am in its office 1410 Sachem Place. For more information, contact Dilcia Colindres at 434-960-1941. 
For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org   

********************** 

B – OCTOBER 5, 2009: SHE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH ACTIVITIES BEGIN

Figures from the Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Action Alliance show that of the 5,823 adults seeking help at domestic-violence agencies in 2007, 54% were white, 29% were black and 11% were Hispanic. When compared to 2004 figures, there is a decrease among whites and an increase among blacks (1%) and Hispanics (4%). The statistics for Latinos are likely lower than the reality due to cultural issues related to domestic violence in their households, like the fear of asking for help because they fear deportation, or being financially dependent on the abuser  
The Shelter for Help in Emergencies (SHE) has organized various activities to educate the public about domestic violence issues.  They include:  

Monday, October 5th: Speak Out Against Domestic Violence at the Community Chalkboard where staff & volunteers will be available to answer questions and provide materials about relationship violence.  9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Downtown Mall.

Monday, October 5th: Candlelight Vigil remembering the over 65 people in our community have been murdered by their abusers since 1979 through special readings, poetry, and song.  7:00 p.m., Jackson Park.  

Wednesdays in October: Brown Bag Lunch Series with guest speakers from across the state offering insight on issues surrounding domestic violence.  12:00 p.m. each Wednesday, SHE office at 1410 Sachem Place (close to Albemarle High).
Among other activities for October and November are PEACE Week, outreach to and recognition of law enforcement’s efforts to support victim safety and the work of the Shelter, and the Thirteenth Annual 5K Run for Shelter.  For a complete list contact SHE at  434/963-4676  These and other SHE activities at listed at http://www.shelterforhelpinemergency.org/Shelter_Activities.html One of many online Spanish language domestic violence resources is http://www.vsdvalliance.org/espanol.html 

***********************

C – OCTOBER 8, 2009: CJ PLENARY/WORKSHOP - DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN THE LATINO COMMUNITY 

Domestic violence is a complicated issue for those born in the U.S. It is even more difficult for Latinos to deal with because of language barriers, ignorance about community resources and the lack of bilingual service providers, fear of deportation for some, and misinformation about legal rights. Regardless of their immigration status, Latino victims of domestic violence often fear being hurt by the very authorities charged with protecting their well being.

This workshop, facilitated by Aaron Miller (Sexual Assault Resource Agency/SARA), will help service providers learn culturally sensitive solutions to violence in Latino families and how to find effective ways to reach this growing segment of the population. Presenters will include Dilcia Colindres (Shelter for Help in Emergencies/SHE) and Sandra Abbott (Albemarle County Victim/Witness Assistant Coordinator) and will may include clips from the videos Ya no más or Abriendo las Cajas.
Registration, coffee & donuts will begin at 9:40 am. The workshop is free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am, Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Aaron Miller at aemiller@ntelos.net  or (434) 295-7273. 

***********************

D – SEEKING BILINGUAL EMPLOYMENT
Veronica Vargas was born Ecuador, graduated from Fluvanna High School in 2001, and has experience translating and helping Latinos and others fill out applications for WIC, Social Service, DMV, and rental offices.  She has 7 Years of experience as Administrative Assistant and Customer Service Representative. She is able to efficiently perform numerous of tasks while answering a multi-line telephone and to deliver exceptional customer service in both languages Spanish and English.  She is presently in the process of obtaining the Certificate of Translation. She is seeking a job to utilize her experience and skills helping the Latino community. Contact Veronica at 434/760-4879 or vargaspina@hotmail.com  
Visit the Community Announcements section of the CJ website for bilingual job and volunteer opportunities or to locate your agency a valuable bilingual employee or volunteer:  www.cj-network.org 

***********************

E - SEEKING BILINGUAL VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Laura Von Dohlen is originally from Charlottesville and just moved back after 6 years of being away. During that time she attended JMU in Harrisonburg where she studied ESL Education and Spanish, and was an ESL teaching assistant at a public elementary school. Most of this past year she spent in Guatemala working for the Highland Support Project which is based out of Richmond, and over the summer interned with Coal River Mountain Watch. “While my Spanish isn't completely fluent, I would say it's advanced and I would like to get involved in community organizations where I can use it.”  Laura is interested in doing community outreach, involvement in a work group, language tutoring and translation.  Contact her at lauravond@gmail.com or 540/578-2575
Visit the Community Announcements section of the CJ website for bilingual job and volunteer opportunities or to locate your agency a valuable bilingual employee or volunteer:  www.cj-network.org 

***********************

F - LATINOS WELCOMED TO CITY’S DIALOGUE ON RACE COMMITTEE
According to Peter Loach (Piedmont Housing Alliance and CJ Executive Committee Member), the city's Dialogue on Race is seeking a new member for its Steering Committee and would love to see some Latino applicants.  
For information visit: 
http://www.charlottesville.org/index.aspx?recordid=1038&page=635
To access the online application:  https://www.charlottesville.org/index.aspx?recordid=130&page=454  
**********************

G – BEFORE DECEMBER 10, 2009:  APPLY FOR IMMIGRANT INTEGRATION FUNDING OPPORTUNITY

A funding resource suggested by Eddie Summers (Cville Immigration Law Center) is the E Pluribus Unum Prizes, a national awards program that provides four $50,000 prizes annually to exceptional initiatives that promote immigrant integration.  The awards are intended to recognize exceptional immigrant integration initiatives that help immigrants and their children adapt, thrive, and contribute to the United States or that bring immigrants and the native born together to build stronger, more cohesive communities.  Deadline for applications is December 10, 2009.  

For more information and to access the online application visit http://www.migrationinformation.org/integrationawards  
**********************

H - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

Unless indicated, the following are free, in English, and open to the public.  

For more information on these and many other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or job openings), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS SECTION OF THE CJ WEBSITE:  http://www.cj-network.org
 Tuesday, October 20, 2009:  Cultural Sensitivity Training:  Latinos in Albemarle County, 3 - 4:30 pm in the County building downtown on McIntire, Room 241, with sociologist and CJ Executive Committee member, Linda Hemby.  Sponsored by Albemarle County and open to the public.  Free for county employees; $25 for others but you can request a waiver.  Registration is required: lwyatt@albemarle.org  
Thursday, October 22, 2009, in Washington, DC:  Investing in Our Future:  The State of Latino Children and Youth.  Sponsored by the national Council of La Raza (NCLR), at the Washington Marriott at Metro Center, Washington, D.C., from 8:30 am – 5:00 pm.  Contact: Patricia Foxen at pfoxen@nclr.org   or (202) 776-1789
Saturday, October 24, 2009:  CJ Annual Help Fair – Fería de Ayuda from 2-5 pm at Word of Faith Church. Government offices, non-profits, churches, educational institutions, businesses and others serving the Latino community are invited to participate and/or to donate funds, food, music, dance performance, or a door prize.  Contact Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org  or visit
http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/annualhelpfair.doc 

Tuesday, November 3, 2009:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 9:00 am at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact  wlfwmn@gmail.com   , ns7e@virginia.edu   or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html   

Saturday, November 7, 2009:  Second Annual Bilingual Para Ti, Mujer.  Conference will be held at the Albemarle County Building on 5th St. Registration is free.   Contact:  hazael@hazaelgaray.com  

Monday, November 9, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1:00 pm at TBA.  New members are most welcomed.  Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  For more information on the Executive Committee, visit www.cj-network.org   

Thursday, November 12, 2009: CJ Plenary – How To Get Latinos Counted in the 2010 Census with Juan José Callejas, U.S. Census Bureau.  Registration, coffee & donuts will begin at 9:40 am. The training is free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am, Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org   
November 20, 2009:  Support The Southwood Talent Show!  Southwood and the Albemarle County Police Department are inviting Southwood children ages 6 – 18 to participate in a Community Talent Show on Friday, November 20th at 7:00 PM at the Southwood Community Center.  Participating children with singing, dancing, music performances, magic, and other acts will receive an award.  The evening’s festivities will start with a community Pot Luck Meal.  Service Providers are encouraged to advise their Southwood clients to attend, accompany them, or support this and future Southwood Neighborhood Watch events with a donation.  For more information contact:  Lieutenant James Bond at (434) 296-5874 or bondj@albemarle.org or Gloria Rockhold at g.rockhold@gmail.com
December 18, 2009: Annual Cville Fire Department Posada at 7 pm at the Ridge Street Fire House.  The Posada is a great way to interact and learn about a different culture and provides Latinos an opportunity to practice and enjoy their customs and to learn about fire safety. For more information contact Mary Loose (MLoose@aol.com  or 970-3536) or Felipe (felipemendoza@yahoo.com  or 301/537-8312).

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Years 2009 - 2010:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:40 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. 

***********************

The weekly CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. as soon as possible and no later than the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org     

The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org    Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Dilcia Colindres

Chair, Creciendo Juntos (CJ) and

Advocate for the Spanish-speaking Community

PO Box 3013

Charlottesville, VA 22903

dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org   

434-963-4676 Ext. 4

