CJ Weekly Alert  

April 6 - 12, 2010

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org  
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

For more information about these and many other upcoming initiatives, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org


Tuesday, April 6: Help with Census Forms for Latinos –Bilingual Volunteers Needed. Charlottesville’s Church of the Incarnation will be holding sessions to help Spanish-speakers fill out their 2010 Census forms. Spread the word and bring Spanish speakers who need help filling out their Census form! If you are bilingual in English and Spanish and want to help with this program, please come to this first session on Tuesday, April 6th from 7:00 – 8:00 pm at the Church of the Incarnation (1465 Incarnation Drive, behind Toys R Us on 29 N). For more information, please contact Juan Rodriguez at jurosa722@yahoo.com.

Wednesday Morning Latina Women’s Support Group. Free support group, sponsored by the Women’s Initiative, held at the Word of Faith Church, every Wednesday at 10:00 am.  Transportation and childcare is provided. For more information, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472.
Thursday, April 8: CJ Panel on Latinos and Mental Health. For details, see below.

Friday Morning Domestic Violence Bilingual Support Group. The Shelter for Help in Emergency offers a support group for women who have been victims of Domestic Violence every Friday from 10 – 11:30 am in its office 1410 Sachem Place. For more information, contact Dilcia Colindres at 434-960-1941. 

Friday, April 9: Free Naturalization Session. The US Citizenship & Information Services (USCIS) is providing free naturalization information sessions for legal permanent residents, interested naturalization applicants, and to those serving immigrant populations. Two sessions will be held: 10:30 am– 12:30 pm for Adult Educators/Service Providers, and from 1:00 – 3:00 pm for the general public. Location: Adult Learning Center, 935-A Second St, SE (IX building). To register, or request a Spanish language flyer, contact 703 285-6025 or gloria.williams-brevard@dhs.gov.

Friday, April 9: Mexican Cooking Class at UVA’s International Center. For details, see below.

Monday, April 12: New English Classes begin at the Adult Learning Center.. For information or to schedule an assessment, call (434) 245-2817. For Spanish (limited), call Cherry Stewart at (434) 245-2815. The Adult Learning Center is located in the IX building at 935-A Second St. SE. For more information, call (434) 245-2817 or visit their website: http://www.ccs.k12.va.us/programs/adult_education/

For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org   

********************** 
B – THIS THURSDAY, APRIL 8: CJ PANEL ON LATINOS & MENTAL HEALTH
Join us this Thursday for a panel discussion that will explore and address mental health issues affecting the Latino community. Presenters include Dr. Sandra Lopez-Baez, an Associate Professor and Chair of the Counselor Education programs at the Curry School in the University of Virginia, (UVA), and Ingrid Ramos, the Lead Therapist and in charge of Program Development for the League of Therapists’ Spanish speaking team. Elizabeth Irvin, LCSW, is the Interim Program Director for The Women’s Initiative and the facilitator of this CJ forum.  Participants will learn:
· Demographic and cultural factors related to the Latino community 

· The interplay between immigration, culture and mental health 

· Mental Health symptoms and disorders relevant in the Latino community 

· Ways to assess a client who may have mental health needs 

· How to support clients dealing with high stress levels and/or symptoms of emotional instability that could be indicators of Mental Health issues 

· Where and how to refer clients for services 

· How to integrate cultural strengths as a coping strategy for ourselves and our clients 

Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:45 am. The panel is free and open to the public. It will be held in Room A, Albemarle County Building on 5th St, Extd. For more information contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-872-0047or eirvin@thewomensinitiative.org
********************** 

C - NEW RESOURCES ON LATINOS & MENTAL HEALTH
Stigma Keeps Some Latinos From Depression Treatment.  A March 2010 small study of low-income, depressed Latinos finds that those who stigmatize mental illness are less likely than others are to take medication, keep scheduled appointments and control their condition.  The findings could help physicians develop a series of question to identity patients who might especially be resistant to care and then help them understand how treatment works.  Read more at:  http://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/183737.php
Spanish & English Resources on Latinos & Mental Health.  This webpage of the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) can be found at:

http://www.nami.org/Template.cfm?Section=Resources&Template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=21025   
¡Avanzamos!, NAMI’s  Spanish language newsletter, features news from NAMI states and affiliates, research and policy updates specific to Latino issues, educational resources, personals stories and more. This publication is a great outreach tool for your Latino Clients. Sign up for a free subscription at:  http://www.nami.org/template.cfm?section=Avanzamos1
********************** 

D – FRIDAY, APRIL 9th & 23rd: MEXICAN & ARGENTINEAN COOKING CLASSES 

Take advantage of the thriving Latino food culture of Charlottesville by coming to a cooking program at UVA’s Lorna Sundberg International Center. The cooking programs are led by volunteers from UVA’s international community of students, scholars and families, and the classes are free and open to the public. 

Mexican Cooking Class
Friday, April 9, 1:00 - 3:00 pm
Location: Lorna Sundberg International Center, 21 University Circle 

Argentinean Cooking Class
Friday, April 23, 1:00 - 3:00 pm
Location: Lorna Sundberg International Center, 21 University Circle

To register, go to: http://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?hl=en&formkey=dFhCSHFmWnRTd1pyUFFJM21HX1BCNWc6MA. Contact intlctr@virginia.edu with any questions, or visit the International Center’s website at www.virginia.edu/iso/ic
********************** 

E - APRIL 23: THE RICHMOND HISPANIC GALA 2010


The Virginia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce’s Annual Hispanic Gala will be held Friday, April 23, 2010 at the Science Museum of Virginia. Over 700 attendees are expected including, Latin American Ambassadors, Governors, Senators, locally elected officials and corporate and political leaders. The Science Museum of Virginia is located at 2500 West Broad St. Richmond, VA 23220.

The evening’s events include: 6:00 - 7:00pm Pre-Gala reception. 7:00 - 9:30pm Gala dinner & awards. 9:30 - 11:30pm Music & dancing. Semi-formal or business attire. For sponsorship  and ticket sales call: (804) 378-4099 or visit www.TheHispanicGala.com

********************** 

F – PARA TI, MUJER -COMMUNITY STORE NOW OPEN
Used clothing and household items for the whole family at unbelievably good prices!  Proceeds will go to local women in crisis and orphanages in Latin America. Donations are welcome all the time! Thanks to all who have donated and have helped make this store a success.  

Store hours: Saturdays from 9-1. 
Location: Casa del Padre, 155 Carlton Rd., Charlottesville, VA

For more information contact: hazaelgaray@gmail.com

Later this spring Para Ti, Mujer will expand its store hours to be open Wednesdays through Saturdays. Casa del Padre also plans to open a Business Center to serve the area’s Spanish speakers, providing translation, consulting, and printing services, as well as workshops on best business practices and other key topics.

********************** 

G – IN THE NEWS:  BEST PRACTICE - RUTGERS MAPS IMMIGRANT SERVICE PROVIDERS; DEPORTATIONS & LATINO CHILDREN; ICE DEPORTING MORE LATINOS


Best Practice:  Rutgers is going to map all 650 service providers in NJ that provide services for immigrants.  The Rutgers Immigration Infrastructure Map, a work in progress since last June, will identify and describe each of the 650-plus social-service agencies in New Jersey that support immigrants, and will map them on a website.  The "purpose of this endeavor is to look at the immigrant infrastructure in the state to see where it needs shoring up, and to see where it’s strongest."  http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2010/03/interactive_map_catering_to_nj.html
88,000 US Citizen Children Lost Lawful Immigrant Parent To Deportation: Children Left Behind Suffer Psychological, Behavioral Problems  According to a new report from the University of California, Berkeley, and the University of California, Davis, the U.S. has deported the lawful immigrant parents of nearly 88,000 citizen children in just a decade.  The report finds that forced removal of lawful permanent resident parents (or green card holders) convicted of relatively minor crimes can lead to psychological harm, behavioral changes, and disruptions in the health and education of tens of thousands of citizen children.  Drastic revisions to U.S. immigration laws in 1996 have led to large numbers of deported lawful permanent residents (LPRs) who now make up nearly 10 percent of immigrants deported from the U.S. More than 68 percent of this group is deported for minor crimes, including driving under the influence, simple assault, and non-violent drug offenses. The report also makes a number of recommendations.  http://www.law.ucdavis.edu/news/images/childsbestinterest.pdf
ICE officials set quotas to deport more illegal immigrants. The agency plans to pump up the numbers: by increasing detention space to hold more illegal immigrants while they await deportation proceedings; by sweeping prisons and jails to find more candidates for deportation and offering early release to those willing to go quickly; and, most controversially, with a "surge" in efforts to catch illegal immigrants whose only violation is lying on immigration or visa applications or reentering the United States after being deported. http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/03/26/AR2010032604891.html
********************** 

H – ADDITIONAL MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES  

For information on many other upcoming meetings, events, and opportunities (job openings, bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work, etc.), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  http://www.cj-network.org  

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Years 2010 - 2011:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month from September to June; the exception is the November 2010 plenary scheduled for Wednesday, November 10.  All plenaries are held  in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64, or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:40 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. Visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website for details.
***********************

The weekly CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Anna Sullivan of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. as soon as possible and no later than the Friday morning before the Alert is circulated to: cj.cville@gmail.com.  

The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org, is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact cj.cville@gmail.com. Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
