*************************************************

CJ Alert: December 7 – 20, 2010


The electronic bulletin CJ Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org.   

***************************************************

A – LOCAL MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES: DECEMBER 7 – 20, 2010

B – THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9: CJ ROUNDTABLE – GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN ABOUT WHO IS DOING WHAT IN THE LATINO COMMUNITY, TO NETWORK, AND TO SHARE INFORMATION

C – SATURDAY AND SUNDAY DECEMBER 11 &12: CHRISTMAS CONCERT WITH A SPANISH FLAIR!

D – TWO GREAT BILINGUAL JOB OPPORTUNITIES

E – FREE/LOW COST ENGLISH CLASSES AT THE ADULT LEARNING CENTER; VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

F – VIRGINIA IMMIGRATION POLICY: TWO PERSPECTIVES
G – NEW RESOURCE: WASHINGTON & LEE LOW-INCOME TAXPAYER CLINIC
H – PIEDMONT HOUSING ALLIANCE’S FAIR HOUSING PROGRAM NEEDS YOUR INPUT

I – IN THE NEWS: FEDERAL LANGUAGE ACCESS POLICY

J – UPCOMING CJ WORKSHOPS 

****************** 

A – LOCAL MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES: DECEMBER 7 – 20, 2010 

Thursday, December 9: CJ Roundtable. See below for details.

Friday, December 10: CJ Southwood Work Group will meet from 9:30 – 10:30am in the Community Coordinator Trailer across from the main office in Southwood. For more information contact Gloria Rockhold at g.rockhold@gmail.com. 


Saturday and Sunday, December 11 & 12: Christmas Concert with a Spanish Flair! See below for details.


Monday, December 13: CJ Executive Committee Meeting. 12:30 – 2:00 at Piedmont Housing Alliance. Email Martha Trujillo mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org if you’d like to participate on CJ’s Executive Committee. 

Friday, December 17: Annual Posada at the Firehouse. Charlottesville’s Fire Department holds wonderfully authentic Posadas each December as a way to enhance its relationship with Latinos living in the area, gain their trust, and increase their knowledge about fire safety. The non-denominational Posada will have caroling in English and Spanish, Mexican hot cocoa, punch and tamales, a piñata, a visit from Santa and fully geared firefighters! 6:00 – 8:00pm at the Fire House at 603 Ridge St. in Charlottesville. All are welcome. For more information contact Felipe Mendoza at felipemendoza@yahoo.com  or (301) 537-8312. For English and Spanish flyers go to CJ’s Community Announcement page: http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html#5.
Every Wednesday Morning: Latina Women’s Support Group. Free support group, sponsored by the Women’s Initiative, held at the Word of Faith Church, every Wednesday at 10:00 am.  Transportation and childcare is provided. For more information, contact Elizabeth Irvin at (434) 964-6472 or eirvin@thewomensinitiative.org.

For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org.    

******************************

B – DECEMBER 9, 2010: CJ ROUNDTABLE – GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN ABOUT WHO IS DOING WHAT IN THE LATINO COMMUNITY, TO NETWORK, AND TO SHARE INFORMATION 

CJ Roundtables are offered twice a year to allow local service providers, educators, non profits, faith based organizations, government agencies, and community members an opportunity to promote the Latino-oriented initiatives and services they provide or are interested in starting. Organizations and community members that offer services to Latinos or wish to expand their initiatives to the Spanish speaking population in our area should join this discussion and be prepared to give a brief (2-3 minute) description of their programs. The roundtable is not a forum for marketing private services/products. Please bring materials about your Latino-oriented initiative as well as business cards and other information you would like distributed at this and future CJ meetings. Those seeking volunteer or paid positions, or looking to fill vacancies, should bring in resumes or job announcements.

Thursday, December 9, 10:00 - 11:30am. Registration, coffee & refreshments begin at 9:40am, with speakers beginning at 10:00am. No registration necessary. Free and open to the public. Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. (located at the corner of Old Lynchburg Road and 5th Street at 1600 5th Street Ext., Charlottesville, VA). For more information, contact the facilitator, Anna Sullivan, at annabsullivan@gmail.com or (434) 409-3703.
******************************

C – SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 & 12: CHRISTMAS CONCERT WITH A SPANISH FLAIR!
Dr. Rafael Scarfullery, internationally known classical guitarist, native of the Dominican Republic, and local soprano Rebecca Ewing will present two concerts of Spanish music, including Christmas carols from Mexico, Puerto Rico and Spain.  Saturday, Dec. 11, 4:00 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church, 500 Park Street, and Sunday, Dec. 12, 4:00 p.m. at Aldersgate United Methodist Church, 1500 East Rio Road. Both concerts are free and open to the public. We are hoping that these will be welcoming events for the Latino community. For more information contact Elizabeth Norfrey at (434) 806-1129. 

A Spanish language flyer for this event is attached. Please share it with your Latino friends and clients.
*******************************


D – TWO GREAT BILINGUAL JOB OPPORTUNITIES
Bilingual Receptionist at Albemarle County Social Services

For more than a year Albemarle Social Services has been fortunate to have a Chilean receptionist serving its Latino Clients.  Unfortunately, she will be leaving the area the end of December.  Ideally, the agency would like to fill the vacancy with someone with her bilingual and bicultural skills.  It is accepting applications for the vacancy until Friday, December 17.  Details are located at http://albemarle.org/jobdetail.asp?department=hr&ID=12114 


Bilingual Receptionist at the Charlottesville Free Clinic

Full-time position as first point of contact for the Charlottesville Free Clinic. Must speak Spanish and have excellent people skills and ability to multitask. Prior experience with clerical work and computer skills strongly preferred. Duties to include but not limited to answering phones and other phone work, scheduling patients and addressing the needs of walk-in patients. Application Deadline: Wednesday, December 8, 2010. Website: http://www.cvillefreeclinic.org. Contact by Email: laura@cvillefreeclinic.org 

*****************************

E – FREE/LOW COST ENGLISH CLASSES AT THE ADULT LEARNING CENTER; VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The Charlottesville Adult Learning Center offers a number of free and low cost classes. Free English

conversation classes are held every Monday evening from 6:30-8:00 and Friday afternoons from 1:00–3:00. There will be two new citizenship classes on Wednesdays from 6:30-8:30 and Saturdays from 1:00-3:00. The fee is $25 for the 8 week class. We also have free computer classes on Thursday mornings from 9:00-11:00. New low cost ESL and GED classes begin January 10, 2011. For more information and to register, go to: http://www.ccs.k12.va.us/programs/esl/index.html or call (434) 245-2817.

Volunteers needed to assist in a classroom setting while students from around the world learn English or

prepare for their GED tests. No need to speak another language. Daytime and evening volunteer opportunities available. For more information, call Cherry Stewart, Volunteer Coordinator at (434) 245-2815 or email cherry.stewart@ccs.k12.va.us.

*********************************

F – VIRGINIA IMMIGRATION POLICY: TWO PERSPECTIVES
Virginia has more than 40 laws on the books dealing with immigration related issues and has led the nation in addressing the issue of unauthorized immigration at the state and local level.  The fall 2010 issue of Virginia Issues and Answers: A Public Policy Forum, published by Virginia Tech, contains two perspectives on such state policy issues written by Claire Guthrie Gastañaga, CG2 Consulting, who has tracked Virginia immigration legislative proposals for years, and Jack Martin, director of special projects at the Federation for American Immigration Reform (FAIR). Neither had the opportunity to see each other’s submission before publication.  Read their opposing views at http://www.via.vt.edu/fall10/VIA-fall2010-feature4.pdf   Also, Gastañanga’s response to Martin’s points are at  http://www.changeservant.blogspot.com/
*********************************


G – NEW RESOURCE: WASHINGTON & LEE LOW-INCOME TAXPAYER CLINIC

A new Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic based out of the Washington and Lee University School of Law is bringing a much needed service to the region.  Through the Clinic, selected law students provide free legal representation to low-income taxpayers who have post-filing controversies with the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). In addition to this free legal representation, law students also engage in educational outreach to taxpayers with limited English proficiency, or who speak English as a second language, about their rights and responsibilities as U.S. taxpayers. 
All of our services are free of charge. We have a partner organization at Washington and Lee that has agreed to provide us with translators and Spanish materials.  We have flexibility as to where we would meet potential clients.  They could travel to Lexington, or we could arrange a time and place to meet in Charlottesville, whichever would be more convenient. Through the assistance of W&L's English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL), we have the capacity to assist the Spanish-speaking members of our community.  They can be reached at (540) 460-6606. More information is available at: http://law.wlu.edu/taxclinic/ 
*********************************

H – PIEDMONT HOUSING ALLIANCE’S FAIR HOUSING PROGRAM NEEDS YOUR INPUT

Piedmont Housing Alliance's (PHA) Fair Housing Program promotes equal housing opportunity and is the regional provider of fair housing education, outreach, and advocacy services. For the next several weeks, the Thomas Jefferson Planning District Committee (TJPDC), in conjunction with PHA and other local housing organizations, is conducting an analysis of impediments to fair housing choice in our planning district. An important part of this analysis is the input from community members and service providers regarding the impediments they see and experience. This process includes holding and participating in a series of public meetings in order to identify what stands in the way of fair housing opportunities for every person regardless of race, color, national origin, gender, familial status, religion, elderliness, or disability. In the end, this analysis will serve as a planning and advising document for policy makers and officials for the next several years. 

We hope to network with interested service providers at the CJ Roundtable this Thursday. If you have stories, ideas, or concerns about housing to share please come talk to us! If you can’t attend the Roundtable but have input for this important analysis, please contact Daniel Nairn at the TJPDC at (434) 979-7310 x 290. 

If you believe you have experienced housing discrimination, if you have questions about fair housing compliance, or if you are interested in scheduling a fair housing education session for your organization, please contact PHA Fair Housing Program at (434) 817-2436 x 113 or 106.
*********************************

I – IN THE NEWS: FEDERAL LANGUAGE ACCESS POLICY


This month the Justice Department’s Office for Civil Rights found that the New York Police Department often fails to ensure that New Yorkers who do not speak English have critical access to certified interpreters when seeking police assistance. The 10-month review concluded that the department is not fully complying with federal civil rights laws and must do more to provide non-English speakers with “meaningful access to its services.” Among findings, the report cites significant lack of certified interpreters for some of the city’s most commonly spoken foreign languages and that even when trained interpreters are available, officers and supervisors in the field often failed to call on them. Instead, officers “frequently rely on bystanders to interpret for them.” Read more about the audit at http://www.nytimes.com/2010/11/19/nyregion/19translate.html?emc=eta1. 

All agencies, federal, non-profit and faith based, which receive federal government funding are required to provide language access to Limited English Proficient (LEP) residents.  LEP policy, resources for filing non-compliance complaints, and other information is located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjimmrights/imm-acess.html 

*********************************

J – UPCOMING CJ WORKSHOPS 

Thursday, December 9: CJ Roundtable. See above for details. 

Thursday, January 13: CJ Workshop on Resources for Spanish Speakers Filing Income Taxes.

Virginia residents, whether US citizens or not, can greatly benefit from filing their federal and state income taxes. This CJ Workshop will help participants understand the IRS tax filing system for immigrants and how Spanish speakers can get free assistance in obtaining a taxpayer identification number, applying for tax credits, and filing their taxes. 

Osvaldo Quiroga from the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) will explain Individual Taxpayer Identification Numbers (ITIN) and their use for filing taxes and will discuss new updates for filing 2010 taxes. Pamela Frank, the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) Coordinator at United Way will talk about obtaining this tax credit as well as how people can benefit from filling taxes with IRS certified volunteer tax preparers. For more information contact the coordinator Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org. 

CJ Plenaries are free, conducted in English and open to the public. Registration, coffee and donuts begins at 9:40 a.m.; the plenary is from 10:00 am – 11:30 am in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th St Ext. 

For information on these and many other upcoming meetings, events, and opportunities (job openings, bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work, etc.), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  http://www.cj-network.org.    

***********************

The CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Anna Sullivan, the CJ Program Coordinator.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. as soon as possible and no later than the Friday morning before the Alert is circulated to: cj.cville@gmail.com. 
  
The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org, is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact cj.cville@gmail.com.  Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population. 

If you wish to unsubscribe from this newsletter or add a new email address to the subscription list, please send an email to cj.cville@gmail.com.   

***********************


Martha Trujillo


Martha Trujillo, CJ Chair

mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 
