CJ Weekly Alert  

February 16 - 22, 2010

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org  
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

For more information about these and many other upcoming initiatives, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org
Tuesday, February 16:  Deadline for Applications for Hispanic Scholarship Fund.  For awards of $1500, must be of Hispanic background; current high school senior; planning to enroll as a full-time undergraduate college student for 2010-2011; U.S. citizen or permanent resident; earned and maintain a cumulative GPA of no less than 3.0 on a 4.0 scale; demonstrate financial need.   http://scholarships.hispanicfund.org

Wednesday Morning Latina Women’s Support Group. Free support group, sponsored by the Women’s Initiative, held at the Word of Faith Church, every Wednesday at 10.  Transportation and childcare is provided. For more information, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472.

Friday Morning Domestic Violence Bilingual Support Group. The Shelter for Help in Emergency offers a support group for women who have been victims of Domestic Violence every Friday from 10 – 11:30 am in its office 1410 Sachem Place. For more information, contact Dilcia Colindres at 434-960-1941. 
For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org   

********************** 
B - SHELTER FOR HELP IN EMERGENCY: VOLUNTEER TRAINING BEGINS IN MARCH

The Shelter for Help in Emergency (SHE) is seeking women and men from all walks of life to participate in their Spring 2010 Volunteer Training. Bilingual volunteers are needed to serve on the hotline as well as Shelter Managers, Court Monitors, Children’s Program Assistants, Office Assistants, and Spanish language interpreters. Internships and other opportunities are also available.  Training runs Tuesdays and Thursdays evenings from 6pm—9pm from March 16th through April 1st! (Full day on Saturday March 27th also required for those interested in shelter manager position.)  Training will be held at the SHE community outreach center: 1410 Sachem Place, Suite 102 Charlottesville, VA 22901.  For more information please contact Robin Goldstein at (434) 963-4676 Ext. 5 or by email at rgoldstein@shelterforhelpinemergency.org
********************** 

C – BILINGUAL JOB VACANCIES

Child Health Outreach Worker:  Great opportunity to provide outreach to families and assist with child health insurance applications.  Bilingual/Spanish strongly preferred.  Health or human service experience, computer skills and transportation required.  24 hours per week.  Email resume to jnafziger@unitedwaytja.org  or fax (434) 972-1719 before February 19, 2010. .  No calls, please. EOE.
Therapeutic Behavior Specialist (Hourly):  Creative in-home team seeking energetic colleague to work with children and families providing individual counseling and skill building to youth and parents.  Requires Bachelor's degree in mental health field plus one year related experience.  Flexible hours.  Must have VA Driver's license and acceptable driving record.  Master's degree and/or bilingual skills a plus.  This is an hourly position. Hourly rate is $14.87. Apply at Region Ten CSB, Human Resources Office, 502 Old Lynchburg Road, Charlottesville VA 22903; mail to 502 Old Lynchburg Road, Charlottesville VA 22903; or apply online by filling out an Application at http://regionten.org/jobs_current.htm
********************** 

D - REGISTER LATINO KIDS NOW FOR SFP AND AREA PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS
Strengthening Families Program for Latino Families with Children ages 6-11 begins February 23. Free classes, transportation and food.  See the Community Announcements section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org for fact sheets and registration forms in Spanish and English or contact Robert Wadden at 434-972-1881 or robertw@regionten.org 
By March 2:  Register for Charlottesville City Preschool Programs.  Charlottesville City offers preschool programs for 3 and 4 year olds.  Information about these programs and applications in Spanish and English are available at:  http://www.ccs.k12.va.us/programs/preschool.html 

By March 23:  Register for Kinder in Albemarle County.  Parents with children who will be 5 (by 9/30/10) can register for kindergarden with the County on March 23, from 9 am – 1 pm and from 3 – 6 pm, at the elementary school where their child will be studying.  Required documents include birth certificate, Social Security card, and 3 proofs of residency.  For assistance or to request registration materials in Spanish or another language call 296-6517; for English, call 296-5877.

By March 31:  Register for Head Start.  Low income parents can register their children who will be 3 or 4 (by 9/30/10) for Head Start.  They must provide proof of income, TANF or DSS assistance. For information or to request cover letters, registration forms, and flyers in English and Spanish, contact:  (434) 295 – 3171 Ext. 3003 (English) or Ext. 3070, 3071 (Spanish).
By March 31:  Register for Albemarle County Bright Stars  puts County at-risk preschoolers into an elementary school setting a year early to help ensure a smooth transition. Children must be 4 years old by September 30, 2010. Applications (English/Spanish) can be requested at Agnor-Hurt, Cale, Greer, Red Hill, Scottsville, Stone-Robinson and Woodbrook elementary schools or at Albemarle Social Services, 972-4010.  
**********************
E - FEBRUARY 24, 2010:  WORKSHOP -  MANUEL ALVAREZ BRAVO, PHOTOGRAPHER OF MEXICO'S SOUL
Piedmont Council of the Arts and Second Street Gallery in collaboration with the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts have paired with the Office of Statewide Partnerships of the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts in Richmond to offer an information-packed training session that looks at the Mexican Renaissance in art that came about in the 1920-30’s. Manual Alvarez Bravo's photographs were deeply rooted in the culture of the Mexican people and his unique eye for the monumental, the mysterious, and the mundane revealed in the everyday made him a major international figure in the medium. Through a focus on the subtleties of human interaction, he made images of dreams, death, and transient life.  This educator workshop utilizes images Bravo created in his full century of life to explore the art, culture, and politics of Mexico during the 20th Century.  Jeffrey Allison, VMFA's Paul Mellon Collection Educator will lead this workshop that is applicable to all grade levels.  Workshop participants will leave with resource guides, a PowerPoint presentation, and a CD of images from VMFA's exhibition. Free for PCA & SSG Members; $5 for non-members.  Refreshments provided.  Advance registration is required.  Non-member payments can be made at the door.  Time:  4:30-7:00pm  Place:  Second Street Gallery, 115 Second St. SE, Charlottesville  To Register call SSG at 434.977.7284 or email outreach@secondstreetgallery.org 

**********************
F - SOUTHWOOD PANEL FOLLOW UP
Last Thursday almost 80 persons, and three local media groups, attended the CJ panel on Southwood which included presentations by Saphira Baker, Comunitas Consulting, and Dan Rosenweig, Executive Director of Charlottesville Habitat for Humanity. Southwood service providers and residents were pleased with many statements made by Rosenweig, including, 
“Habitat has no plans for Southwood development before 2013 and this date is very ambitious because we want to finish our Sunrise [trailer park] project and to use it as a learning experience before we begin any development at Southwood.”  
[Regarding restrictions against undocumented immigrants owing Habitat homes]  “The board has the ability to change policy regarding homeownership.”

The 2009 Southwood survey is in the “Other References Section” of the Southwood webpage on the CJ website, www.cj-network.org  Articles about Thursday’s panel are located in the page’s “Media Reports” section.  Next week, a summary of the panel, to include a link to Baker’s and Rosenweig’s power point presentations, will be made available.
**********************
G - THE BROKEN IMMIGRATION SYSTEM

Eddie Summers, attorney at the Charlottesville Immigration Law Center, would like to share a new ABA report, Proposals to Promote Independence, Fairness, Efficiency, and Professionalism in the Adjudication of Removal Cases. “In 2008, Homeland Security agents detained 378,582 immigrants and deported more than 358,000. Last year, with enforcement continuing at a similar pace, 231 immigration judges heard more than 300,000 cases, an average of more than 1,200 for each judge, or about three times the load of federal district judges.”  This data, along with doubts about the courts’ impartiality, contributed to a call to Congress from the ABA to scrap the current system and create a new, independent court for immigration cases.  More at http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/09/us/09immig.html or read the ABA report at
http://www.abajournal.com/files/Reforming_the_Immigration_System_Executive_Summary_advance_1_25_10.pdf

There are many tragedies related to the “broken immigration system.”  One of the most recent stories appeared in the New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/12/nyregion/12family.html?emc=eta1 

**********************
H - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES  

Unless indicated, the following are free, in English, and open to the public.  

For more information on these and many other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or job openings), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS SECTION OF THE CJ WEBSITE:  http://www.cj-network.org  

Monday, March 1, 2010:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 2 pm at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact wlfwmn@gmail.com or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit our webpage on the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org 

Monday, March 8, 2010:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1 pm at PHA. Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  

Thursday, March 11, 2010: CJ Plenary - Latino Legal Issues, facilitated by Tim Freilich (Legal Aid Justice Center), with attorneys Eddie Summers, Phil Storey, and Elva Mason. This CJ forum is free, open to the public, and in English and Spanish. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Linda Hemby at lhemby@albemarle.org 

Monday, April 5, 2010:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 2 pm at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact wlfwmn@gmail.com or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit our webpage on the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org 

Thursday April 8, 2010: CJ Plenary - Latinos & Mental Health facilitated by Elizabeth Irvin (The Women’s Initiative), with UVA’s Dr. Sandy Lopez-Baez, Ingrid Ramos (Charlottesville League of Therapists) and other Latino mental health providers. This CJ panel is free, open to the public, and in English and Spanish. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472.
Monday, April 12, 2010:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1 pm at PHA. Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  

Monday, May 10, 2010:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1 pm at PHA. Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  

Thursday May 13, 2010: CJ Roundtable Roundtables are offered twice a year to allow all attendees an opportunity to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in to encourage networking, partnering, and other support of Latino focused initiatives. This CJ panel is free, open to the public, and in English and Spanish. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Anna Sullivan at annabsullivan@gmail.com. 

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Years 2010 - 2011:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:40 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. 

***********************

The weekly CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. as soon as possible and no later than the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org or annabsullivan@gmail.com 

The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org, is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org or annabsullivan@gmail.com. Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

