CJ Weekly Alert  

February 23 – March 1, 2010

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org  
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

For more information about these and many other upcoming initiatives, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org

Wednesday, February 24: Workshop on the Photography of Manuel Alvarez Bravo. Refreshments provided.  Advance registration is required.  Time: 4:30-7:00pm. Place: Second Street Gallery, 115 Second St. SE  To Register call  434/977-7284 or email outreach@secondstreetgallery.org 

Wednesday Morning Latina Women’s Support Group. Free support group, sponsored by the Women’s Initiative, held at the Word of Faith Church, every Wednesday at 10.  Transportation and childcare is provided. For more information, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472.

Friday Morning Domestic Violence Bilingual Support Group. The Shelter for Help in Emergency offers a support group for women who have been victims of Domestic Violence every Friday from 10 – 11:30 am in its office 1410 Sachem Place. For more information, contact Dilcia Colindres at 434-960-1941. 
For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org   

********************** 
B - MARCH 3, 2010:  STOP FEMICIDE IN GUATEMALA 

Norma Cruz’s Stop Femicide in Guatemala tour is scheduled to arrive in Charlottesville and Richmond on March 3.  Norma is the founder and Director of the Survivor's Foundation in Guatemala City. She is an internationally recognized advocate and activist for women who are victims of domestic and sexual violence, human trafficking, and illegal adoptions. Her work was born out of her personal struggle and has grown to provide legal, psychosocial, physical and political support for women survivors in a country where violence against women is prevalent and tolerated. Norma’s presentation will address violence against women in Guatemala, impunity for perpetrators of crimes, and steps needed to ensure women’s right to live.  
The exact place and time for the Charlottesville and Richmond presentations have not been confirmed; for an update contact Amanda Martin, Director of Guatemala Human Rights Committee at 202/529-6599 or amartin@ghrc-usa.org 
********************** 

C - MARCH 7, 2010: YOUTH GANG INTERVENTION PRESENTATION
Everyone is invited to this presentation, sponsored by Incarnation Church and Albemarle Police Department, featuring Carlos Valladares, a Salvadoran police agent. It will be oriented to parents and to youth from 12 to 20 years of age and held in English and Spanish, beginning at 2:00 pm. at the church located behind Toys R Us. For more information contact Fanny Smedile at 434/591-0950 or fannysmed@embarqmail.com 

********************** 

D  - SEEKING BILINGUAL NURSE SUPERVISOR FOR CHIP

A Nurse Supervisor position for Jefferson Area CHIP is open until March 12, 2010.  Duties include: oversee teams of Nurses and Family Support Workers working with low-income families on health education, child development, and parenting in a home visiting program. BSN, community health and supervisory experience required. MSN and bilingual (Spanish) preferred. Family friendly, flexible, rewarding work serving families with children 0-6 and pregnant women in Albemarle, Charlottesville, Fluvanna, Louisa.  Email resume AND cover letter to lyn.grove@jachip.org  
********************** 

E - FREE ESL CLASSES 

The following list details many of the free English as a Second Language classes offered through community organizations. All classes are open to the public, though some require pre-registration. A complete list of free and low cost English classes can be found on the CJ website on the Local Latino Focused Initiates page under ESL Services for Adults: http://www.cj-network.org. Many of these programs operate through volunteer support. If you would like to volunteer to tutor ESL students or teach English classes contact any of these organizations.
English Classes at Trinity Presbyterian Church: During the school year, beginning and intermediate English classes are free, as are related didactic materials. Classes are on Sundays from 3:00-5:00 at Trinity Presbyterian Church, 3101 Fontaine Ave Ext. Trinity welcomes other service providers to explore partnerships to enhance this service. For more information, contact Joe Magri at joe.magri@trinitycville.org. 
English for Success! Casa del Padre offers English classes for Latinos. “Students will not only receive reading, writing and speaking instruction but, they will also gain confidence, cultural knowledge, computer skills, library cards, civics and much more.  We will help those that need it with Spanish literacy.” Contact Hazael Garay at 434-989-2508 or hazaelgaray@gmail.com Also, Casa del Padre offers Latinos an opportunity to learn English at: www.inglesparaelexito.webs.com
English Classes at Tabor Presbyterian Church, Crozet: English classes are offered during the school year every Sunday morning from 8-9:30 at the Crozet church at 5804 Tabor Street. The classes are for native Spanish speakers at any English level and are free and open to the public. Newcomers are welcome. For more information, contact Mercedes at (540) 456-8631.

Literacy Volunteers of Charlottesville/Albemarle (LVCA): LVCA offers free one-on-one tutoring for basic literacy, conversational partnering and group classes for non-native English speakers. To sign up, email Jackie at jbright@literacyforall.org or call (434) 977-3838. LVCA operates Conversation Corner, free and open to the public, every Monday at 2:00 pm, where Limited English Proficiency speakers can practice their English. Please call in advance if you wish to attend. Also offered is a Citizen Preparation Course that prepares individuals for the naturalization interview; this course is free but a $20 donation is requested to cover the cost of books. LVCA is located downtown off High Street at 418 7th St. NE, across fom United Way. http://literacyforall.org/ 

Dialogue Café: Sponsored by Charlottesville City Schools, the Dialogue Cafe provides a free, friendly, and welcoming opportunity to meet with native English speakers for conversation, homework help, to ask questions about Charlottesville, and to share and celebrate all cultures! Adult ESL speakers of all levels welcome! Community members welcome! No registration required. Come when you can! Mondays 6:30-8 pm and Fridays 1-3 pm at the Adult Learning Center, 935A 2nd Street, SE (IX Building) Charlottesville. For more information, call Cherry at (434) 245-2817.
Downtown English -Free English Classes for Restaurant and Hotel Workers: Learn Basic English for work and life. Go to class once a week. Learn computer skills. Study anytime using videos and workbooks. Call 245-2817 for details. Adult Learning Center, Charlottesville City Schools * 935A 2nd Street, SE (IX Building) Charlottesville. For more information, call Cherry at (434) 245-2817.
For ESL course offerings by Albemarle County Adult Education, visit: 
http://schoolcenter.k12albemarle.org/education/components/scrapbook/
default.php?sectiondetailid=18602&sc_id=1184894192 
For ESL course offerings by Charlottesville City Schools, visit:
http://www.ccs.k12.va.us/programs/esl/index.html
********************** 

F - REGISTER NOW FOR SPRING 2010 COMMUNITY HEALTH PROMOTER TRAINING IN NELSON COUNTY


CJ’s Health Promoter Work Group is now recruiting Latinos for the Spring 2010 Community Health Promoter (CHP) training in Nelson County. An Information Meeting about the training program will be held Wednesday, March 17, 6:00 - 8:00 pm at The Nelson Center in Lovingston, on Route 29 South.  The eight week training program begins April 6 and runs through May 27 with classes every Tuesday and Thursday from 6:00 - 8:00 pm at Trinity Episcopal Church on Oak Ridge Road in Lovingston, VA.  

Students will be educated on topics such as dental health, hypertension, diabetes, heart disease, pregnancy and child birth, child health, cancer, family planning, sexually transmitted diseases, nutrition, and emotional health. They will learn to perform health assessments and offer health education and referral assistance to families in their communities. Throughout the course and upon graduating,  the new Health Promoters will volunteer at least twenty hours in their communities, gaining valuable skills and offering medical aid to those in need. 

To register, call Amalia Sillas at 434-263-7321. 

For more information about CJ’s Health Promoter Work Group and the Community Health Promoter program, visit the Health Promoter Work Group page on the CJ website: http://www.cj-network.org  
**********************
G - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES  

Unless indicated, the following are free, in English, and open to the public.  

For more information on these and many other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or job openings), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS SECTION OF THE CJ WEBSITE:  http://www.cj-network.org  

Monday, March 1, 2010:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 2 pm at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact wlfwmn@gmail.com or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit our webpage on the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org 

Tuesday, March 2, 2010: Deadline to Register for Charlottesville City Preschool Programs for 3 and 4 year olds.  Information about these programs and applications in Spanish and English are available at:  http://www.ccs.k12.va.us/programs/preschool.html 
Sunday, March 7, 2010: Youth Gang Intervention.  ACPD’s Salvadoran officer Carlos Valladares will present on youth gangs at the Church of the Incarnation at 2:00 pm. This event is free, open to the public, and in English and Spanish. Contact Fanny Smedile at 434/591-0950 or fannysmed@embarqmail.com 
Monday, March 8, 2010:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1 pm at PHA. Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  

Thursday, March 11, 2010: CJ Plenary - Latino Legal Issues, facilitated by attorney Tim Freilich (Legal Aid Justice Center), with Eddie Summers, Phil Storey, and Elva Mason. This CJ forum is free, open to the public, and in English and Spanish. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Linda Hemby at lhemby@albemarle.org 

Tuesday, March 16: Shelter for Help in Emergency Volunteer Training Begins for women and men, especially those with bilingual skills, who can be hotline workers, Shelter Managers, Court Monitors, Children’s Program Assistants, Office Assistants, and Spanish language interpreters. Internships and other opportunities are also available.  Training runs Tuesdays and Thursdays evenings from 6pm—9pm from March 16th through April 1st! (Full day on Saturday March 27th also required for those interested in shelter manager position.)  Training will be held at the SHE community outreach center: 1410 Sachem Place, Suite 102 Charlottesville, VA 22901.  For more information please contact Robin Goldstein at (434) 963-4676 Ext. 5 or by email at rgoldstein@shelterforhelpinemergency.org 
Tuesday, March 23, 2010:  Deadline to Register for Kindergarten in Albemarle County, from 9 am – 1 pm and from 3 – 6 pm, at the elementary school where child will be studying.  Children must be 5 by 9/30/2010. Required documents include birth certificate, Social Security card, and 3 proofs of residency.  For assistance or to request registration materials in Spanish or another language call 296-6517; for English, call 296-5877.
Wednesday, March 31, 2010: Deadline to Register for Head Start for low income parents of children who will be 3 or 4 (by 9/30/10). Must provide proof of income, TANF or DSS assistance. For information or to request cover letters, registration forms, and flyers in English and Spanish, contact:  (434) 295 – 3171 Ext. 3003 (English) or Ext. 3009 (Spanish). 
Wednesday, March 31, 2010: Deadline to Register for Albemarle County Bright Stars Program for at-risk preschoolers who are 4 years old by September 30, 2010. Applications (English/Spanish) can be requested at Agnor-Hurt, Cale, Greer, Red Hill, Scottsville, Stone-Robinson and Woodbrook elementary schools or at Albemarle Social Services, 972-4010.
Monday, April 5, 2010:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 2 pm at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact wlfwmn@gmail.com or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit our webpage on the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org 

Thursday April 8, 2010: CJ Plenary - Latinos & Mental Health facilitated by Elizabeth Irvin (The Women’s Initiative), with UVA’s Dr. Sandy Lopez-Baez, Ingrid Ramos (Charlottesville League of Therapists) and other Latino mental health providers. This CJ panel is free, open to the public, and in English and Spanish. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472.
Monday, April 12, 2010:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1 pm at PHA. Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  

Monday, May 10, 2010:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1 pm at PHA. Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  

Thursday May 13, 2010: CJ Roundtable Roundtables are offered twice a year to allow all attendees an opportunity to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in to encourage networking, partnering, and other support of Latino focused initiatives. This CJ panel is free, open to the public, and in English and Spanish. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Anna Sullivan at annabsullivan@gmail.com. 

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Years 2010 - 2011:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month from September to May in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:40 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. 

***********************

The weekly CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Linda Hemby and Anna Sullivan of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. as soon as possible and no later than the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org or annabsullivan@gmail.com 

The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org, is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org or annabsullivan@gmail.com. Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

