CJ Weekly Alert  

February 9 - 15, 2010

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org  
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

For more information about these and many other upcoming initiatives, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org
Monday, February 1:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting. 12:00 pm at Piedmont Housing Alliance. CJ’s Executive Committee meetings are open to the public. 
Wednesday Morning Latina Women’s Support Group. Free support group, sponsored by the Women’s Initiative, held at the Word of Faith Church, every Wednesday at 10.  Transportation and childcare is provided. For more information, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472.

Thursday, February 11: CJ Plenary: Panel on Southwood. 9:40- 11:30 at the Albemarle County Office Building, 5th Street Ext. See details below.  
Friday Morning Domestic Violence Bilingual Support Group. The Shelter for Help in Emergency offers a support group for women who have been victims of Domestic Violence every Friday from 10 – 11:30 am in its office 1410 Sachem Place. For more information, contact Dilcia Colindres at 434-960-1941. 
Tuesday, February 16:  Deadline for Applications for Hispanic Scholarship Fund.  For awards of $1500, must be of Hispanic background; current high school senior; planning to enroll as a full-time undergraduate college student for 2010-2011; U.S. citizen or permanent resident; earned and maintain a cumulative GPA of no less than 3.0 on a 4.0 scale; demonstrate financial need.   http://scholarships.hispanicfund.org
For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org   

********************** 
B - THIS THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11th, 10-11:30 am: CJ PANEL: SOUTHWOOD SURVEY RESULTS AND RESPONSES     
Many government, community, faith based and academic offices have projects in Southwood, a private community comprised of some 350 mobile homes.  A 2009 survey estimates 1,229 residents, and that half are between ages 20 and 49, almost 40% are under age 19, and 8% are over age 60.  Some 61% are Latino residents. 

Habitat for Humanity purchased Southwood in 2007 and last year contracted a local company to conduct a survey of residents and service providers working with them.  Join us on Thursday, February 11, to learn about residents’ priorities and concerns, and Habitat’s response to them and to recommendations made in the survey report.  Attendees will have ample time to make comments and suggestions and to express their interest in reactivating and participating in a Southwood Work Group.

Registration, coffee & donuts will begin at 9:40 am. As always, this CJ event is free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am, Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Linda Hemby at lhemby@albemarle.org  For more information about the trailer park, visit the Southwood webpage on the CJ website, www-cj-network.org For directions to the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended, visit: http://www.albemarle.org/page.asp?info=dir#cob5
********************** 

C - SOUTHWOOD LITERACY & ENGLISH PLAYGROUPS UPDATE
Children, Youth and Families Services (CYFS) started literacy and playgroup programs in Southwood in January 2008, and are operating both programs this school year at the Southwood Community Center.  

The programs meet twice a week on Wednesdays and Fridays, from 10-11:30 am, noon for those staying to have lunch. The Wednesday group is conducted mostly in English with translation help from volunteers/staff, and the Friday group is conducted in Spanish. Parents also sign up for a free developmental screening (noon – 1:00 pm), to assess how their child is developing in five areas, and to learn how to respond to any delays. During these screenings, CYFS uses a bilingual UVA graduate.  

There are casual gatherings for twenty or thirty minutes at the beginning of the sessions as children and parents arrive.  Puzzles, play dough, and educational and other toys are displayed in activity stations.  Parents sign in and put name tags on themselves and their children before starting circle time with bilingual songs and finger plays.  Afterwards, there is dramatic play, painting, coloring and other activities related to a specific book.  Parents are taught how to allow their children to explore with play materials and how to use books in a fun way even if the parent doesn’t have strong literacy skills. During the Friday sessions, large props from CYFS’ early literacy program PLAYPARTNERS are used. Children from the Friday group receive a copy of the books being used; those from the Wednesday group can select books to take home from the program’s book bin. While the structures for both groups are identical, different books and activities are employed to engage children and parents who come twice a week.  Sessions end with a closing song and the sharing of parenting tips and community resources. During this time the focus is discussing child development and how to stimulate it.  At 11:30 there is a simple but inviting lunch to encourage parents to stay and network with one another or to ask questions of staff.  Once a month CHIP parent educators visit and facilitate the Friday group, using their Parents as Teacher’s curriculum, focusing on one area of development – language development, discipline, fine motor skills - that is followed up in subsequent sessions during the month.  At the end of each session, parents leave with a few food items provided to help stretch their budget.

CYFS has applied for funding to continue twice a week sessions since they have been so successful.  According to Hiliary Nagel, “We have lots of fun with these families and I am amazed at the progress I am seeing with parents who utilize the program on a consistent basis. …. we are reaching more families since some can only come one day a week, while also offering a supportive environment for those who come twice a week. 
For more information about CYFS’ Southwood programs, contact Hilary Nagel at hnagel@cyfs.org or (434) 296-4118 ex 238. To learn about other initiatives operating in Southwood, visit the Southwood webpage on the CJ website www.cj-network.org 
**********************
D - COMMUNITY PROFILE:  MEET ANDREA HIDALGO

Andrea Hidalgo was born in Houston. She is first generation Guatemalan-American; her mother emigrated from Guatemala to the US in 1977. At 1 ½ years old, Andrea returned to live in Guatemala with her grandmother until age 5, when she went to Los Angeles for a year before being reunited with her mother in Houston at the age of 6. Andrea has since visited Guatemala during the summers.
She grew up in a gang ridden neighborhood but her “family kept her focused on life, dreams, and the desire to do better.” Andrea attended Sweet Briar College outside of Lynchburg and was the first in her family to graduate from both high school and college.
Since leaving Sweet Briar, Andrea has lived in Charlottesville where she has been a software engineer for six years. She currently works as a SW Test Engineer for a local software company. Andrea is “excited about helping CJ with the redesign of its website.” She feels she has found a way to contribute to the Latino community using her skills.
* Every other month CJ profiles a local Latino/a who is engaged in initiatives that benefit the Latino community and/or enhance awareness about it. Visit the Latinos in Our Area section on the CJ website at http://www.cj-network.org to see Andrea’s photo and read previous profiles.  Contact Anna Sullivan if you would like to suggest a future profile:  annabsullivan@gmail.com
**********************
E - NEW MEDIA REPORTS ON LATINO CHILDREN AND INFANTS
Latino and White Children Might Receive Different Pain Treatment (February 4, 2010).  A new study reports that significant differences might exist in the amount of pain medicine given to Latino and white children after surgery. The difference suggests that pain treatment in children has some correlation with the patient’s ethnicity.  Read more at http://www.cfah.org/hbns/archives/getDocument.cfm?documentID=22222 


Youngsters in Spanish-speaking Homes Watch Less TV (February 3, 2010).  A new study shows that young Latino children whose mothers speak Spanish watch less television than their peers with English-speaking moms. Among kids between one and two years old, those with Spanish-speaking mothers watched less than an hour and a half of television daily, a little less than children of white moms, while the children of English-speaking Latinas watched around 2 hours a day. For two- to three-year-olds, the children of Spanish-speaking Latinas still spent the least time in front of the TV (less than two hours), while children of English-speaking Latinas watched the most TV (nearly three hours). White kids fell in the middle. The findings have important implications for efforts aimed at helping reduce TV watching among Latino kids, but further investigation is needed to understand the reasons behind the differences in TV watching patterns observed. Read more at http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE6125MO20100203 


Black and Hispanic Infants Much More Likely to Have HIV (February 4, 2010).  According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, in 2006 there were 56,000 new HIV infections, and 67% of them were among Blacks and Latinos.  A new report indicates rates of HIV infection in infants are significantly higher among blacks and Hispanics than whites, and preventive measures are needed to reduce the disparity. While black and Hispanic children under age 1 account for only 37%of the population, they represent 85% of all perinatal HIV diagnoses. Read more at http://www.businessweek.com/lifestyle/content/healthday/635713.html
**********************

F - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES  

Unless indicated, the following are free, in English, and open to the public.  

For more information on these and many other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or job openings), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS SECTION OF THE CJ WEBSITE:  http://www.cj-network.org  

Now!  Refer Latino Families with Children ages 6-11 to the Strengthening Families Program beginning February 23. Free classes, transportation and food.  See the Community Announcements section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org for fact sheets and registration forms in Spanish and English or contact Robert Wadden at 434-972-1881 or robertw@regionten.org 
Monday, March 1, 2010:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 2 pm at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact wlfwmn@gmail.com or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit our webpage on the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org 

Monday, March 8, 2010:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1 pm at PHA. Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  

Thursday, March 11, 2010: CJ Plenary - Latino Legal Issues, facilitated by Doug Ford (UVa Immigration Clinic), with attorneys Eddie Summers, Tim Frielich, Elva Mason and Erin Trodden. This CJ forum is free, open to the public, and in English and Spanish. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Linda Hemby at lhemby@albemarle.org 

Monday, April 5, 2010:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 2 pm at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact wlfwmn@gmail.com or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit our webpage on the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org 

Thursday April 8, 2010: Latinos & Mental Health facilitated by Elizabeth Irvin (The Women’s Initiative), with UVA’s Dr. Sandy Lopez-Baez, Ingrid Ramos (Charlottesville League of Therapists) and other Latino mental health providers. This CJ panel is free, open to the public, and in English and Spanish. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472.
Monday, April 12, 2010:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1 pm at PHA. Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Years 2010 - 2011:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:40 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. 

***********************

The weekly CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. as soon as possible and no later than the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org or annabsullivan@gmail.com 

The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org, is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org or annabsullivan@gmail.com. Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

