CJ Weekly Alert  

February 2 - 8, 2010

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org  
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

For more information about these and many other upcoming initiatives, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org
Monday, February 1:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 2 pm at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact wlfwmn@gmail.com or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit our webpage on the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org 

Wednesday Morning Latina Women’s Support Group. Free support group, sponsored by the Women’s Initiative, held at the Word of Faith Church, every Wednesday at 10.  Transportation and childcare is provided. For more information, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472.

Wednesday, February 3:  Casa del Padre’s English for Success! Begins. Contact:  Pastora Hazael Garay at 434-989-2508 or hazaelgaray@gmail.com  
Wednesday, February 3:  UVA Presentation “Reducing Health Disparities – The Role of Cultural and Linguistic Competence.” This UVa Medical Center Hour Presents presentation from 12:30 – 1:30, is free and open to the public and will include a panel discussion and presenters will share their views on the role of cultural and linguistic competence in reducing health care disparities. Location:  UVA Jordan Conference Center Auditorium (behind Primary Care).
Thursday, February 4: Free Workshop for Service Providers –Helping Latinos Obtain DMV and Other Documents. See details below.  
Friday Morning Domestic Violence Bilingual Support Group. The Shelter for Help in Emergency offers a support group for women who have been victims of Domestic Violence every Friday from 10 – 11:30 am in its office 1410 Sachem Place. For more information, contact Dilcia Colindres at 434-960-1941. 
Friday, February 5: Reception For Lilian Italiano Art Exhibit.  Art Upstairs on West Main will exhibit oil and acrylic paintings and ceramics by Argentina native Liliana Italiano. Italiano, a former Charlottesville resident, returned to her hometown of Buenos Aires almost a year ago and continues to exhibit work in the United States, Argentina, and Latin America. Art Upstairs is a cooperative gallery founded in 2002 and operated by its member artists. Admission to the opening  (5-9 pm) and to view the exhibit at Art Upstairs is free and open to the public. For information, visit the gallery http://www.artupstairsgallery.com 
For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org   

********************** 

B - THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4, FREE WORKSHOP:  HELPING LATINOS OBTAIN DMV AND OTHER DOCUMENTS
This workshop is designed for all service providers - social workers, church members, legal aid interns, and others - who work with Latinos. A DMV representative will talk about the problems and obstacles Latinos face obtaining a U.S. legal ID.  Learn DMV´s requirements for obtaining or renewing an ID or driver’s license, purchasing license plates, etc. Service providers will also learn to identify a Green Card, Work Permit, and how to obtain an individual taxpayer identification number (ITIN) to file taxes.  Join us on Thursday, February 4th at 10:30 at the United Way office. Space is limited; please RSVP with Martha Trujillo at (434) 972-1703 or (434) 972-1703.

********************** 

C - NEXT THURSDAY:  PANEL ON SOUTHWOOD 
One of the area’s largest Latino neighborhoods is Southwood, a community of more than 300 trailers,  purchased by Habitat for Humanity in March 2007.

This CJ panel will include an overview of a recent survey of Southwood residents and service providers, presented by the consultant firm that conducted it, along with responses from Habitat and Southwood representatives. There will be an opportunity for everyone who attends to make comments, suggestions, and ask questions.

Registration, coffee & donuts will begin at 9:40 am. As always, this CJ event is free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am, Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Linda Hemby at lhemby@albemarle.org  For more information about the trailer park, visit the Southwood webpage on the CJ website, www-cj-network.org  
********************** 

D - STRENGTHENING FAMILIES PROGRAM FOR LATINOS BEGINS FEBRUARY 23:  SIGN UP NOW! 
Strengthening Families Program for Latinos begins February 23. The 11 week Region Ten Strengthening Families Program (SFP) for Latino families with children from ages 6 – 11 will be held on Tuesday nights, 5:30 – 8:00 pm, at Albemarle High School, beginning February 23 and ending with a graduation event on May 4.  The SFP is excellent for improving parenting skills, reducing family stress and conflicts while enhancing communication and family fun. Each program night includes a complementary meal for the whole family, a parent skills training group and a children's/youth social skills group and a family activity session. Sessions are highly interactive and include role-playing, discussions, learning games, and family projects. SFP provides childcare, transportation and small incentives to reduce barriers to attendance. Additionally its facilitators implement phone and in home coaching and follow up booster sessions to facilitate long term acquisition of skills. This program is free of charge to all participants. Please fax registrations to Robert Wadden at 434-220-4612 and direct questions to him at 434-972-1881 or robertw@regionten.org 

For Spanish and English flyers, fact sheets and registration forms, visit the Community Announcements section of the CJ website or email Robert Wadden.  
********************** 

E - WHAT’S NEW IN THE NEWS?  IMMIGRANTS & THE ECONOMY; LATINO MALE UNDERGRADUATES DECREASE 
Immigrants and the Economy: Contribution of Immigrant Workers to the Country's 25 Largest Metropolitan Areas (December 2009). This report from the Fiscal Policy Institute concludes that immigration to the United States is “broad and diverse, bringing clear overall benefits to the economy.” Read it at: http://www.fiscalpolicy.org/ImmigrantsIn25MetroAreas_20091130.pdf and a press release at: http://www.fiscalpolicy.org/Release_ImmigrantsAndTheEconomy_25MetroAreas_20091130.pdf
To watch or read a media report from NY1 (in Spanish) on this study (January 22, 2010) visit: http://www.ny1noticias.com/13-portada-news-content/112453/-em-reporte---em--inmigrantes-ayudan-al-crecimiento-econ%C3%B3mico-de-ee-uu
College Gender Gap Narrows . . . Except for Hispanics.  The perplexing college gender gap in which 57 percent of all U.S. undergraduates are women has, for the first time in years, failed to grow even wider, with one exception: Hispanic men continue to lose ground on Hispanic women, according to a new study released January 28, 2010 by the American Council on Education. The male share of Hispanic undergraduates age 24 or lower fell from 45 percent in 1999-2000 to 42 percent in 2007-08. Meanwhile, just 9 percent of all Hispanic young men have earned a bachelor degree, the lowest of any group in the study. About 14 percent of all Hispanic women surveyed had obtained a bachelor's degree.  Read more at: http://news.newamericamedia.org/news/view_article.html?article_id=810ddecbdca87738231d7e360cf79808
**********************

F - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES  

Unless indicated, the following are free, in English, and open to the public.  

For more information on these and many other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or job openings), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS SECTION OF THE CJ WEBSITE:  http://www.cj-network.org  

Monday, February 8, 2010:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1 pm at PHA. Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  

Thursday, February 11, 2010: CJ Plenary:  Southwood Update: 2009 Survey Results and Habitat’s Response with consultant firm, Habitat for Humanity and Southwood representatives.  This CJ panel is free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Linda Hemby at lhemby@albemarle.org 
Tuesday, February 16, 2010:  Deadline:  Applications for Hispanic Scholarship Fund.  For awards of $1500 must be of Hispanic background; current high school senior; planning to enroll as a full-time undergraduate college student for 2010-2011; U.S. citizen or permanent resident; earned and maintain a cumulative GPA of no less than 3.0 on a 4.0 scale; demonstrate financial need.   http://scholarships.hispanicfund.org
Monday, March 1, 2010:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 2 pm at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact wlfwmn@gmail.com or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit our webpage on the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org 

Monday, March 8, 2010:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1 pm at PHA. Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  

Thursday, March 11, 2010: CJ Plenary - Latino Legal Issues, facilitated by Doug Ford (UVa Immigration Clinic), with attorneys Eddie Summers, Tim Frielich, Elva Mason and Erin Trodden. This CJ forum is free, open to the public, and in English and Spanish. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Linda Hemby at lhemby@albemarle.org 

Thursday April 8, 2010: Latinos & Mental Health facilitated by Elizabeth Irvin (The Women’s Initiative), with UVA’s Dr. Sandy Lopez-Baez, Ingrid Ramos (Charlottesville League of Therapists) and other Latino mental health providers. This CJ panel is free, open to the public, and in English and Spanish. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472.

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Years 2010 - 2011:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:40 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. 

***********************

The weekly CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. as soon as possible and no later than the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org or annabsullivan@gmail.com 

The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org, is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org or annabsullivan@gmail.com. Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

