CJ Weekly Alert  

January 19 - 25, 2010
The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org  
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

For more information about these and many other upcoming initiatives, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org
Tuesday, January 19:  Last Day to Register:  Cville’s Dialogue on Race, Seeking More Latino Participants!  The Dialogue on Race seeks to engage every segment of our community in an open, honest, on-going discussion of race, racism and diversity and to identify problems and propose concrete solutions and paths to action that promote racial reconciliation, economic justice and equity. Small groups of 10 to 12 people will meet once a week for six consecutive weeks beginning in late January.  We need your help in getting more Latinos to register. There will be a bilingual group for Spanish speakers.  Contact Gloria Rockhold with questions: 434-296-5803 or grockhold@k12albemarle.org  Sign up link -  https://www.charlottesville.org/index.aspx?recordid=217&page=454 
Tuesday, January 19: VACOLAO Lobby Day in Richmond. Virginia Coalition of Latino Organizations (VACOLAO) Members, Allies and Friends are invited to join VOCALAO in going to Richmond to lobby the State Legislators by supporting legislation that ensures Latinos and the immigrant communities are embraced for their values and contributions to the Commonwealth of Virginia. To participate please contact Andres Tobar, Chair andrestobar@verizon.net or (703) 379-7487.


Wednesday Morning Latina Women’s Support Group. Free support group, sponsored by the Women’s Initiative, held at the Word of Faith Church, every Wednesday at 10.  Transportation and childcare is provided. For more information, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472.

Friday Morning Domestic Violence Bilingual Support Group. The Shelter for Help in Emergency offers a support group for women who have been victims of Domestic Violence every Friday from 10 – 11:30 am in its office 1410 Sachem Place. For more information, contact Dilcia Colindres at 434-960-1941. 

For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org   

********************** 

B - NEW HOMES FOR TWO AREA CHURCHES WITH LATINO CONGREGATIONS

Iglesia Rios de Agua Viva, formerly Palabra de Fe (Word of Faith’s Spanish congregation), now has Sunday services at 1:00 pm in the chapel at Cherry Avenue Christian Church, 1720 Cherry (off of Harris & 5 th St Extd). Bible studies are Tuesday nights at 7 pm.  To obtain information about teen and other church activities, please contact Pastor Rich Hubbard at: richhubbard@aol.com or 434/825-7917; or Pastor Judy Hubbard at Pastor Judy Hubbard:  jrjla@yahoo.com or (434)409-2365.

Casa Del Padre, Sunday services at 11:30 am and Friday services at 7 pm are some of the services offered at the 155 Carlton Rd Church (by the railroad tracks). Pastors: Fernando & Hazael Garay, Phone (434) 989-2508, hazaelgaray@gmail.com or visit http://www.iglesiacasadelpadre.com
For more information on area Latino churches, on churches with large Latino congregations, and on CJ’s Faith Based Initiatives Work Group, use the Quick Links section of the CJ home page – www.cj-network.org - to access the work group’s webpage and resources.

**********************

C - SEEKING VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY HELPING LATINO COMMUNITY 
Bethany Hurley has studied Spanish for many years and last fall taught an intermediate Spanish course at James Madison University. She is willing to help with informal translations of shorter lengths, and “although I don't have experience with interpretation, if this is a great need for CJ. I would be willing to try to help in some way.”  Bethany has also been working with an advocacy organization (focused on international women's rights) for several years, most of that time as an administrator, and she would be interested in any advocacy initiatives being undertaken by CJ. “I could help out with administrative/clerical needs as well.”  Please contact Bethany at Bethany.hurley@gmail.com
Interested in others who are seeking opportunities to work with Latinos?  Visit the Community Announcement section of the CJ web site, www.cj-network.org 

***********************

D - THURSDAY, JANUARY 28:  WASHINGTON, D.C. SEMINAR “PROMOTING SUCCESS ON BOTH SIDES OF THE BORDER: MEXICAN AMERICAN APPROACHES TO US IMMIGRATION INTEGRATION”
 

This Migration Policy Institute seminar, on Thursday, January 28th from 9:00 to 10:30 am, will feature the release of a new MPI report, titled Protection through Integration: The Mexican Government's Efforts to Aid Migrants in the United States, which shows how Mexico's approach to its migrants has evolved based on the belief that a better-integrated immigrant benefits both the sending and receiving countries. For more information and to register for this event, visit: http://my.migrationpolicy.org/p/salsa/event/common/public/index.sjs?event_KEY=18049
***********************

E - WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3:  UVA PRESENTATION “REDUCING HEALTH DISPARITIES – THE ROLE OF CULTURAL AND LINGUISTIC COMPETENCE”
This UVa Medical Center Hour Presents presentation is free and open to the public.  It will include a panel discussion and presenters will share their views on the role of cultural and linguistic competence in reducing health care disparities. Speakers include Towara Goode, Director, National Center for Cultural Competence; Associate Director, Georgetown University Center for Child and Human Development;  M. Norman Oliver, MD, MPH, Associate Professor of Family Medicine, Health Evaluation Sciences, and Anthropology; Associate Dean for Diversity; Director, Center on Health Disparities; P. Preston Reynolds, MD, PhD., Professor of Internal Medicine; and Jonathan Truwit, MD, E. Cato Drash Professor or Internal Medicine; Senior Associate Dean for Clinical Affairs
The presentation is from 12:30 – 1:30, in the UVA Jordan Conference Center Auditorium (behind Primary Care). The Medical Center Hour is the School of Medicine's weekly forum on medicine and society, held on Wednesdays from mid-September through March.  Watch a video of the Medical Center Hour on YouTube at http://www.youtube.com/uvamch and also on Comcast Channel 13, Wednesday evenings, 8:00 p.m. or at http://www.virginia.edu/uvapodcast/search.php?filter=MedCenterHour&submit=true (television programs and podcasts are normally aired two weeks after live presentation).

***********************

F - THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4: FREE WORKSHOP FOR SERVICE PROVIDERS – HELPING LATINOS OBTAIN DMV AND OTHER DOCUMENTS 

Leni Gonzalez, Department of Motor Vehicles, will talk about the problems and obstacles Latinos face obtaining a U.S. legal ID.  Learn DMV´s requirements for obtaining or renewing an ID or driver’s license, purchasing license plates, etc. Also service providers will learn to identify a Green Card, Work Permit, and how to obtain an individual taxpayer identification number (ITIN) to file taxes.  This workshop is designed for all service providers working with Latinos. Join us on Thursday, February 4th at 10:30 at the United Way office. Space is limited; please RSVP with Martha Trujillo at (434) 972-1703 or (434) 972-1703.

***********************

G – NEW REPORTS ON SALVADORAN IMMIGRANTS AND ON HISPANICS & NURSING HOMES
New Report: Salvadoran Immigrants in the United States (January 2010).  The 1.1 million Salvadoran immigrants residing in the United States in 2008 accounted for 2.9% of all US immigrants, making them the second-largest immigrant group from Latin America. A Migrant Policy Institute report examines their socioeconomic characteristics, where they live, and the size of the Salvadoran-born unauthorized population.  Read it at http://www.migrationinformation.org/USFocus/display.cfm?ID=765
Hispanic Elderly More Likely Than Whites to Live in Inferior Nursing Homes (January 2010).  Brown University has published the first full-scale analysis of its kind to attempt to look broadly at Hispanics in nursing homes - what kind of nursing homes they live in and how care at those facilities compares to nursing homes which care mostly for white elderly people. The data revealed a sharp disparity in care, finding Hispanic elderly are more likely than whites to live in nursing homes of poor quality and that these residences are often faced with structural problems, staffing issues and financial trouble. Read more at http://news.brown.edu/pressreleases/2010/01/hispanic 

http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/content/abstract/29/1/65 

***********************

H - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES  

Unless indicated, the following are free, in English, and open to the public.  

For more information on these and many other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or job openings), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS SECTION OF THE CJ WEBSITE:  http://www.cj-network.org  
Monday, February 1, 2010:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 2 pm at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact wlfwmn@gmail.com or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit our webpage on the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org 
Wednesday, February 3, 2010:  Casa del Padre’s English for Success! Begins. During this English  program for Latinos “students will not only receive reading, writing and speaking instruction but, they will also gain confidence, cultural knowledge, computer skills, library cards, civics and much more.  We will help those that need it with Spanish literacy.” Contact:  Pastora Hazael Garay at 434-989-2508 or hazaelgaray@gmail.com  
Monday, February 8, 2010:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1 pm at PHA. Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  

Thursday, February 11, 2010: CJ Plenary:  Southwood Update: 2009 Survey Results and Habitat’s Response with consultant firm, Habitat for Humanity and Southwood representatives.  This CJ panel is free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Linda Hemby at lhemby@albemarle.org 

Monday, March 1, 2010:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 2 pm at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact wlfwmn@gmail.com or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit our webpage on the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org 
Monday, March 8, 2010:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1 pm at PHA. Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  

Thursday, March 11, 2010: CJ Plenary - Latino Legal Issues, facilitated by Doug Ford (UVa Immigration Clinic), with attorneys Eddie Summers, Tim Frielich, Elva Mason and Erin Trodden. This CJ forum is free, open to the public, and in English and Spanish. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Linda Hemby at lhemby@albemarle.org 

Thursday April 8, 2010: Latinos & Mental Health facilitated by Elizabeth Irvin (The Women’s Initiative), with UVA’s Dr. Sandy Lopez-Baez, Ingrid Ramos (Charlottesville League of Therapists) and other Latino mental health providers. This CJ panel is free, open to the public, and in English and Spanish. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472.

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Years 2010 - 2011:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:40 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. 

***********************

The weekly CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Anna Sullivan and Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. as soon as possible and no later than the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org or annabsullivan@gmail.com 
The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org    Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Dilcia Colindres

Chair, Creciendo Juntos (CJ) and

Advocate for the Spanish-speaking Community

PO Box 3013

Charlottesville, VA 22903

dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org   

434-963-4676 Ext. 4

