CJ Weekly Alert  

January 26 – February 1, 2010

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org  
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

For more information about these and many other upcoming initiatives, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org
Monday, January 25: Washington DC Seminar “MPI Speaker Series presents on US Immigration and Customs Enforcement”  DHS Assistant Secretary for US Immigration and Customs Enforcement will lay out his vision and discuss his priorities for ICE. For more information: http://my.migrationpolicy.org/p/salsa/event/common/public/?event_KEY=17890
Wednesday Morning Latina Women’s Support Group. Free support group, sponsored by the Women’s Initiative, held at the Word of Faith Church, every Wednesday at 10.  Transportation and childcare is provided. For more information, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472.

Thursday, January 28:  Washington, D.C. Seminar “Promoting Success on Both Sides of the Border: Mexican American Approaches to US Immigration Integration” This Migration Policy Institute seminar, from 9:00 to 10:30 am, will feature the release of a new MPI report, titled Protection through Integration: The Mexican Government's Efforts to Aid Migrants in the United States.  For more information and to register: http://my.migrationpolicy.org/p/salsa/event/common/public/index.sjs?event_KEY=18049
Friday Morning Domestic Violence Bilingual Support Group. The Shelter for Help in Emergency offers a support group for women who have been victims of Domestic Violence every Friday from 10 – 11:30 am in its office 1410 Sachem Place. For more information, contact Dilcia Colindres at 434-960-1941. 

For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org   

********************** 

B - FEBRUARY 11, 2010: PANEL - SOUTHWOOD UPDATE: 2009 SURVEY RESULTS AND HABITAT’S RESPONSE 
Southwood is a community of more than 300 trailers, the majority of them inhabited by Mexicans, Salvadorans and Hondurans. It was purchased by Habitat for Humanity in March 2007.

Two years later, Habitat contracted Communitas Consulting to survey Southwood residents and service providers about its residents, the conditions in Southwood, and what changes residents are anticipating.

This CJ panel will include an overview of the report of findings, presented by the consultant firm, and responses from Habitat and Southwood representatives. There will be an opportunity for everyone to make comments, suggestions, and ask questions.

Registration, coffee & donuts will begin at 9:40 am. This panel is free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am, Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Linda Hemby at lhemby@albemarle.org  For more information about the trailer park, visit the Southwood webpage on the CJ website, www-cj-network.org  

********************** 

C - FEBRUARY 16, 2010 DEADLINE:  APPLICATIONS FOR HISPANIC SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Scholarship applications are now open for the 2010-2011 school year.  The HSF makes awards of $1500. Eligibility criteria include:  * Must be of Hispanic background  * Must be a current high school senior in DC, MD, VA, and WV planning to enroll as a full-time undergraduate college student for 2010-2011 * Must be a U.S. citizen or permanent resident * Must have earned and maintain a cumulative Grade Point Average of no less than 3.0 on a 4.0 scale * Must demonstrate financial need.  To apply and to read more about HSF scholarship programs visit http://scholarships.hispanicfund.org
********************** 

D - FREE SPANISH LANGUAGE INCOME TAX HELP IS AVAILABLE FOR LATINOS

If a proposed immigration bill passes Congress with some sort of pathway to residency, undocumented immigrants would have to meet certain criteria, such as proving they've lived and worked in the U.S. for a certain time period. Filed income tax would be one way of proving their time here, in addition to showing they've complied with the tax laws.


Last year the Social Security Administration estimated 75% of undocumented workers are paying Social Security withholding tax.  Since undocumented workers file nearly 6 million of the approximately 130 million individual tax returns filed each year and there are 7.2 million undocumented workers in the U.S., then about 83% of undocumented workers are filing tax returns every year.


Once again, United Way’s Martha Trujillo is organizing an effort to provide free income tax filing services in Spanish to area Latinos who, among other benefits, may qualify for the earned income credit.  For more information, contact Martha at (434) 972-1703.  A Nuevas Raíces article about her services and what documents Latinos will need to present, is located at 

http://www.nuevasraices.com/content/templates/articulosnr.asp?articleid=6545&zoneid=6


References on undocumented workers and income taxes:

http://www.law.harvard.edu/students/orgs/llr/vol9/lipman.php 

http://www.brownpride.us/forum/illegal-immigrants-eager-pay-uncle-sam-t22787.html

http://www.cj-network.org/myths_facts.html#ssandtax

********************** 

E –NEW WEBSITE LAUNCHED FOR SPANISH SPEAKERS WANTING TO LEARN ENGLISH: INGLES PARA EL EXITO!

Do you want to learn English? Go to: www.inglesparaelexito.webs.com  a new web page created by Hazael Garay, Pastor of Casa de Padre.  If you know someone that can benefit from this page send it on! 
(In Spanish: Quieres aprender ingles?  www.inglesparaelexito.webs.com una pagina nueva creada por Hazael Garay. Si conoces a alguien que se pueda beneficiar de esta pagina enviala!) 

Casa del Padre offers English classes for Latinos. “Students will not only receive reading, writing and speaking instruction but, they will also gain confidence, cultural knowledge, computer skills, library cards, civics and much more.  We will help those that need it with Spanish literacy.” Contact Hazael Garay at 434-989-2508 or hazaelgaray@gmail.com All proceeds will go to Para Ti, Mujer.
For more information on this and other ESL classes offered in the area, visit the ESL Services for Adults section of the Local Latino Focused Initiatives page of the CJ website – www.cj-network.org
**********************

F - NEW MEDIA REPORTS ON LATINO IMMIGRANT WORKERS
Two Media Reports on Latinos from American Public Media: 

Debunking Latino worker stereotypes (January 21, 2010): Hispanic migrants moving to rural towns for work are often vulnerable to an unwelcome response from the community. But a recent study puts many stereotypes to rest about the perceived negative impacts of Latino workers. Read or listen to the full story at: 

http://marketplace.publicradio.org/display/web/2010/01/21/am-latino-stereotypes/
 

Hispanic immigrants strain resources (January 22, 2010):A recent study discredited a slew of stereotypes aimed at Latino workers who move to small rural towns. But in some areas, an increase in Hispanic migrants is straining school and hospital systems. Read or listen to the full story at: 
http://marketplace.publicradio.org/display/web/2010/01/22/am-latino-stereotypes-2/
Local cops take on illegal immigrants in Prince Williams County (January 23, 2010):  Read and watch this RT (English Russian media) report at http://rt.com/Top_News/2010-01-23/cops-illegal-immigrants.html
***********************

G - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES  

Unless indicated, the following are free, in English, and open to the public.  

For more information on these and many other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or job openings), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS SECTION OF THE CJ WEBSITE:  http://www.cj-network.org  

Monday, February 1, 2010:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 2 pm at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact wlfwmn@gmail.com or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit our webpage on the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org 

Wednesday, February 3, 2010:  Casa del Padre’s English for Success! Begins. During this English  program for Latinos “students will not only receive reading, writing and speaking instruction but, they will also gain confidence, cultural knowledge, computer skills, library cards, civics and much more.  We will help those that need it with Spanish literacy.” Contact:  Pastora Hazael Garay at 434-989-2508 or hazaelgaray@gmail.com  
Wednesday, February 3, 2010:  UVA Presentation “Reducing Health Disparities – The Role of Cultural and Linguistic Competence.” This UVa Medical Center Hour Presents presentation from 12:30 – 1:30, is free and open to the public and will include a panel discussion and presenters will share their views on the role of cultural and linguistic competence in reducing health care disparities. Location:  UVA Jordan Conference Center Auditorium (behind Primary Care).
Thursday, February 4, 2010: Free Workshop for Service Providers –Helping Latinos Obtain DMV and Other Documents. Leni Gonzalez, Department of Motor Vehicles, will talk about the problems and obstacles Latinos face obtaining a U.S. legal ID.  Learn DMV´s requirements for obtaining or renewing an ID or driver’s license, purchasing license plates, etc. Also service providers will learn to identify a Green Card, Work Permit, and how to obtain an individual taxpayer identification number (ITIN) to file taxes.  This workshop is designed for all service providers working with Latinos. Join us on Thursday, February 4th at 10:30 at the United Way office. Space is limited; please RSVP with Martha Trujillo at (434) 972-1703 or (434) 972-1703.

Monday, February 8, 2010:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1 pm at PHA. Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  

Thursday, February 11, 2010: CJ Plenary:  Southwood Update: 2009 Survey Results and Habitat’s Response with consultant firm, Habitat for Humanity and Southwood representatives.  This CJ panel is free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Linda Hemby at lhemby@albemarle.org 

Monday, March 1, 2010:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 2 pm at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact wlfwmn@gmail.com or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit our webpage on the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org 

Monday, March 8, 2010:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1 pm at PHA. Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  

Thursday, March 11, 2010: CJ Plenary - Latino Legal Issues, facilitated by Doug Ford (UVa Immigration Clinic), with attorneys Eddie Summers, Tim Frielich, Elva Mason and Erin Trodden. This CJ forum is free, open to the public, and in English and Spanish. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Linda Hemby at lhemby@albemarle.org 

Thursday April 8, 2010: Latinos & Mental Health facilitated by Elizabeth Irvin (The Women’s Initiative), with UVA’s Dr. Sandy Lopez-Baez, Ingrid Ramos (Charlottesville League of Therapists) and other Latino mental health providers. This CJ panel is free, open to the public, and in English and Spanish. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472.

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Years 2010 - 2011:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:40 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. 

***********************

The weekly CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Anna Sullivan and Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. as soon as possible and no later than the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org or annabsullivan@gmail.com 

The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org, is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org or annabsullivan@gmail.com. Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

