CJ Weekly Alert  

March 2 – 8, 2010

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org  
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

For more information about these and many other upcoming initiatives, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org
Monday, March 1:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 2 pm at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact wlfwmn@gmail.com or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit our webpage on the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org 

Tuesday, March 2: Deadline to Register for Charlottesville City Preschool Programs for 3 and 4 year olds.  Information about these programs and applications in Spanish and English are available at:  http://www.ccs.k12.va.us/programs/preschool.html 
Wednesday Morning Latina Women’s Support Group. Free support group, sponsored by the Women’s Initiative, held at the Word of Faith Church, every Wednesday at 10:00 am.  Transportation and childcare is provided. For more information, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472.

Wednesday, March 3: Stop Femicide in Guatemala –Presentation by Norma Cruz. 11:00 at Newcomb Hall, Room 389. Norma Cruz is the founder and Director of the Survivor's Foundation in Guatemala City. She is an internationally recognized advocate and activist for women who are victims of domestic and sexual violence, human trafficking, and illegal adoptions. This presentation will address violence against women in Guatemala, impunity for perpetrators of crimes, and steps needed to ensure women’s right to live.  For more information contact Amanda Martin, Director of Guatemala Human Rights Commission at 202/529-6599 or amartin@ghrc-usa.org, or visit http://www.ghrc-usa.org/Programs/ForWomensRighttoLive/SpeakingTour.htm  
Friday Morning Domestic Violence Bilingual Support Group. The Shelter for Help in Emergency offers a support group for women who have been victims of Domestic Violence every Friday from 10 – 11:30 am in its office 1410 Sachem Place. For more information, contact Dilcia Colindres at 434-960-1941. 

Sunday, March 7: Youth Gang Intervention.  ACPD’s Salvadoran officer Carlos Valladares will present on youth gangs at the Church of the Incarnation, located behind Toys R Us on Rt. 29 N, at 2:00 pm. This event is free, open to the public, and in English and Spanish. For more information contact Fanny Smedile at 434/591-0950 or fannysmed@embarqmail.com 
Monday, March 8:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1 pm at PHA. Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  

For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org   

********************** 
B - MARCH 11, 2010: CJ FORUM ON LATINOS & LEGAL ISSUES 
Join us next Thursday, March 11th to learn about how the rights of Virginia’s Latinos are being promoted and protected through litigation and advocacy in the areas of employment, housing, predatory lending, family law, education & school matters, language access, and immigration & detention.  

Nationally recognized Tim Freilich (Legal Aid Justice Center) will facilitate the forum and present along with fellow attorneys Eddie Summers (Charlottesville Immigration Law Center), Elva Mason (Law Office of Elva Mason), and Phil Storey (Legal Aid Justice Center).   

Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40 am. The forum is free and open to the public and will be held in Room A, Albemarle County Building on 5th St, Ext. For more information email lhemby@albemarle.org. 
********************** 

C - COVENANT SCHOOL INITIATIVES:  A TRUE EXAMPLE OF SERVICE

The Covenant School off 5th Street Extended has enjoyed a long and rich association with its neighbors in Southwood. Covenant students have tutored at the Rainbow House drop in center and the Boys and Girls Club. Volunteers raked leaves for Albemarle Housing Improvement Program and organized a Southwood-Covenant 5K race to raise money for the Boys and Girls Club (over $1600 in two years). The Habitat for Humanity Student Club secured a grant and using plants grown by students in the 7th grade Life Science class, constructed a community garden. Among other initiatives, Covenant has hosted the Boys and Girls Club over the summer and for other occasions (computer tutoring, classroom instruction, and athletic camps), and in coordination with the Club, Covenant School families have “adopted” Southwood families at Christmas, and over three years have provided 20 families with a meal and sometimes presents. 

Covenant’s efforts are an example of what churches and other service groups should be doing in poor areas, and CJ salutes the school and its staff.  For more information about Covenant’s activities contact John Collmus, Dean of Students (9-10), jcollmus@covenantschool.org; Bryan Verbrugge, Chaplin,BVerbrugge@covenantschool.org; or Deb Short, Habitat Club, dshort@covenantschool.org
********************** 

D - MARCH 12-13: 4th ANNUAL VIRGINIA LATINO HIGHER EDUCATION NETWORK CONFERENCE

Registration is open for the Virginia Latino Higher Education Network (VALHEN) 2010 Encuentro “Latino Leadership in Virginia’s Higher Education.” This two day conference, hosted by Virginia State University in Petersburg, will provide participants with the opportunity to engage leading experts on Latinos and education, network with fellow professionals, and meet others interested and dedicated to advancing Virginia Latinos in higher education. For more information and to register, visit: http://valhen.org/Encuentro2010 or email info@valhen.org  To view the event program visit: http://valhen.org/sites/valhen/Encuentro2010-Program.pdf.
********************** 

E – JULY 2010 HISPANIC YOUTH SYMPOSIUM NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 


Before March 31, applications are being accepted from upcoming Sophomore and Junior Latino high school students (current 9th and 10th graders), for the Hispanic Youth Symposium  from July 14-17, at Virginia State University in Petersburg.. More than 150 Virginia and Maryland Hispanic high school students and 200 community volunteers will come together for a life-changing event that raises the college-going trajectories of Hispanic students in the community. Competitions will be held for $2,000, $1,000, and $500 scholarships in art, speech, and talent categories. The symposium only requires a $10 personal investment fee from the students who are recruited. For more information and to apply, visit: http://www.hispanicyouth.org/symposium-virginia.

Before March 31, the Symposium is recruiting Hispanic/Latino college students to serve as resident advisors and mentors to high school students attending the program. For more information and to apply visit: http://www.hispanicyouth.org/symposium-virginia/for-college-students 
********************** 

F - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES  

Unless indicated, the following are free, in English, and open to the public.  

For more information on these and many other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or job openings), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS SECTION OF THE CJ WEBSITE:  http://www.cj-network.org  

Tuesday, March 16: Shelter for Help in Emergency Volunteer Training Begins for women and men, especially those with bilingual skills, who can be hotline workers, Shelter Managers, Court Monitors, Children’s Program Assistants, Office Assistants, and Spanish language interpreters. Internships and other opportunities are also available.  Training runs Tuesdays and Thursdays evenings from 6pm—9pm from March 16th through April 1st! (Full day on Saturday March 27th also required for those interested in shelter manager position.)  Training will be held at the SHE community outreach center: 1410 Sachem Place, Suite 102 Charlottesville, VA 22901.  For more information please contact Robin Goldstein at (434) 963-4676 Ext. 5 or by email at rgoldstein@shelterforhelpinemergency.org 
Wednesday, March 17: Informational Meeting for Spring 2010 Community Health Promoter Training in Nelson County  CJ’s Health Promoter Work Group is now recruiting Latinos for the Spring 2010 Community Health Promoter (CHP) training in Nelson County. An Information Meeting about the training program will be held Wednesday, March 17, 6:00 - 8:00 pm at The Nelson Center in Lovingston, on Route 29 South.  The eight week training program begins April 6 and runs through May 27 with classes every Tuesday and Thursday from 6:00 - 8:00 pm at Trinity Episcopal Church on Oak Ridge Road in Lovingston, VA.  To register, call Amalia Sillas at 434-263-7321. For more information about CJ’s Health Promoter Work Group and the Community Health Promoter program, visit the Health Promoter Work Group page on the CJ website: http://www.cj-network.org  
Tuesday, March 23, 2010:  Deadline to Register for Kindergarten in Albemarle County, from 9 am – 1 pm and from 3 – 6 pm, at the elementary school where child will be studying.  Children must be 5 by 9/30/2010. Required documents include birth certificate, Social Security card, and 3 proofs of residency.  For assistance or to request registration materials in Spanish or another language call 296-6517; for English, call 296-5877.
Thursday March 25: Towards a  Better Latin America photo expo/contest at UVA, 4-7 (from Sabor 2-22-10) contact towardsabetterlatinamerica@gmail.com, The photographer that is coming will be Tyrone Turner, who has done some work for National Geographic in Brazil, and the speaker will be Yonnel Arosemena who recently published a book about immigration and Latinos in the US. Photo entries are from UVA students only.

Wednesday, March 31, 2010: Deadline to Register for Head Start for low income parents of children who will be 3 or 4 (by 9/30/10). Must provide proof of income, TANF or DSS assistance. For information or to request cover letters, registration forms, and flyers in English and Spanish, contact:  (434) 295 – 3171 Ext. 3003 (English) or Ext. 3009 (Spanish). 
Wednesday, March 31, 2010: Deadline to Register for Albemarle County Bright Stars Program for at-risk preschoolers who are 4 years old by September 30, 2010. Applications (English/Spanish) can be requested at Agnor-Hurt, Cale, Greer, Red Hill, Scottsville, Stone-Robinson and Woodbrook elementary schools or at Albemarle Social Services, 972-4010.
Monday, April 5, 2010:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 2 pm at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact wlfwmn@gmail.com or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit our webpage on the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org 

Thursday April 8, 2010: CJ Plenary - Latinos & Mental Health facilitated by Elizabeth Irvin (The Women’s Initiative), with UVA’s Dr. Sandy Lopez-Baez, Ingrid Ramos (Charlottesville League of Therapists) and other Latino mental health providers. This CJ panel is free, open to the public, and in English and Spanish. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472.
Monday, April 12, 2010:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1 pm at PHA. Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  

Monday, May 10, 2010:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1 pm at PHA. Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  

Thursday May 13, 2010: CJ Roundtable Roundtables are offered twice a year to allow all attendees an opportunity to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in to encourage networking, partnering, and other support of Latino focused initiatives. This CJ panel is free, open to the public, and in English and Spanish. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Anna Sullivan at annabsullivan@gmail.com. 

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Years 2010 - 2011:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month from September to May in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:40 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. 

***********************

The weekly CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Linda Hemby and Anna Sullivan of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. as soon as possible and no later than the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org or annabsullivan@gmail.com 

The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org, is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org or annabsullivan@gmail.com. Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

