CJ Weekly Alert  

March 23 – 29, 2010

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org  
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

For more information about these and many other upcoming initiatives, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org


Tuesday March 23: Fiesta de Bienvenida at the Women’s Initiative. See below.
Wednesday Morning Latina Women’s Support Group. Free support group, sponsored by the Women’s Initiative, held at the Word of Faith Church, every Wednesday at 10:00 am.  Transportation and childcare is provided. For more information, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472.
Thursday March 25: Towards a Better Latin America photo expo/contest at UVA. See below.

Friday, March 26:  Faith Based Initiatives Work Group, 9:30 – 10:30, Room C, Albemarle County Bldg/5th Street Extd. If your church would like to service our Latino residents, contact Daniel Bannister to join this new work group which meets monthly:  mdbannister@liberty.edu  or 434/426-4122


Friday Morning Domestic Violence Bilingual Support Group. The Shelter for Help in Emergency offers a support group for women who have been victims of Domestic Violence every Friday from 10 – 11:30 am in its office 1410 Sachem Place. For more information, contact Dilcia Colindres at 434-960-1941. 

For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org   

********************** 
B – TUESDAY, MARCH 23: FIESTA FOR THE LATINO COMMUNITY AT THE WOMEN’S INITIATIVE 


This Tuesday, March 23rd, The Women’s Initiative is hosting a Fiesta de Bienvenida (welcome celebration) for Latino families in the area from 6:00 – 7:00 pm at their office, 1007 East High Street, in Charlottesville. There will be music, food, and opportunities to practice English, help English speakers with their Spanish, and meet fellow community members and the staff at The Women’s Initiative. Everyone in the family is welcome! Come out and learn what the Women’s Initiative can do for our Latino residents.
For a Spanish language flyer about the event, or other information, contact Elizabeth Irvin at eirvin@thewomensinitiative.org or (434) 872-0047.
********************** 

C – THURSDAY, MARCH 25: TOWARDS A BETTER LATIN AMERICA PHOTO EXPO AT UVA 
This Thursday, March 25, Towards a Better Latin America (TBLA) and the UVA Photography Club will be hosting an afternoon dedicated to the awareness of Latin America. The event, featuring a photography exhibit, a photo contest, and an informational panel, will aid TBLA’s efforts to raise awareness and support for Aldea San Marcos in Barrancabermeja, Colombia. Aldea San Marcos is a rural community composed of farmers, former paramilitaries and former guerrilla fighters forcefully displaced from their land. They suffer difficult living conditions, many hardships, and a lack of resources because of the continuing resentment among them. 


The program includes a presentation by Tyrone Turner, National Geographic young photographer, who will exhibit his work depicting Brazilian scenes and subjects, a presentation by Panamanian Author Yonnel Arosemena, who will introduce his recently published book "Why We Are Here," and a display of  UVA students’ photography focusing on Latinos and Latin America.
 

The Event will be held at the Newcomb Hall Art Gallery at the University of Virginia on March 25; from 4:00 - 7:00 pm. Admission is free and open to the public. For more information, contact towardsabetterlatinamerica@gmail.com.
********************** 

D – WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31:  SUPPORT CJ AT THE ALBEMARLE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING! 

The Albemarle Board of Supervisors plans to cut its funding to Creciendo Juntos (CJ), some $12,000, which accounts for nearly half of CJ’s yearly budget.   
As many in the community know, CJ not only advocates for and facilitates equal access to County services, but also provides the County with other assistance, like providing cultural sensitivity trainings to its employees, outreach so they can inform and interact with the County’s underserved Latino population, networking opportunities to learn about and partner with County agencies, non-profits, churches, and other groups working with County Latinos, and among other services, CJ has been instrumental in improving the quality of life for Southwood’s 1500 residents and in supporting the ACPD Neighborhood Watch program there.

According to Jon Nafziger, United Way’s Vice President for Community Initiatives and CJ Executive Committee Member, “A lot of budget decisions are being looked at … this is, for a very small amount of money, a good investment even in a tough budget time.”     
A public hearing about Albemarle County’s proposed budget for fiscal year 2010/2011 will be held Wednesday, March 31, from 6:00 -9:00 pm in Lane Auditorium at the County Office Building downtown on the corner of McIntire and Preston. Anyone wishing to advocate on behalf of CJ is encouraged to attend. 


********************** 

E – UVA STUDY SEEKING LATINO CHILDREN AGES 4-6 FOR PHOTOGRAPHS

The UVA Child Study Center is seeking 4-to-6 year old Hispanic/Latino, Asian, South Asian, Native American and African American children to make faces for the camera! We are creating a stimulus set of children making emotional facial expressions for use in scientific studies. It is important that this set represent the ethnic diversity that exists in the world, so we need your help! Children are asked to come into the Child Study Center and pose emotional facial expressions. Appointments take place in Gilmer Hall, on grounds at UVA, and can be scheduled on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays, anytime between 8am and 8pm, now until April 15th. Visits take only 20 minutes, and children will receive a t-shirt or a small toy for participation. Parents will be paid $20 for their time.

Want to participate? Sign up by calling the Child Study Center at 434.243.5234 or emailing childstudycenter@virginia.edu and ask about the Face Pictures. Help spread the word! To print English or Spanish flyers about the study go to: http://www.catthrasher.com/?p=1167 
********************** 

F - APRIL 9:  IMMIGRATION PROVIDES FREE NATURALIZATION INFORMATION SESSION IN CVILLE

Attorney Eddie Summers, Cville Immigration Law Center, has announced that the US Citizenship & Information Services (USCIS) is providing free naturalization information sessions for legal permanent residents, interested naturalization applicants, and to those serving immigrant populations. Topics covered will include:  naturalization eligibility requirements, the naturalization process, the naturalization test, and rights and responsibilities of U.S. citizenship. 
The informative sessions in Cville will be held from 10:30 am– 12:30 pm (Adult Educators/Service Providers) and from 1:00  – 3:00 pm (General Public) - Charlottesville City Schools Adult Learning Center, 935-A Second St, SE.  To register, to request a Spanish language flyer, or to partner to facilitate this session, contact 703 285-6025 or gloria.williams-brevard@dhs.gov  For related references, visit http://www.uscis.gov/citizenshipsessions Eddie can be reached at es@ocho.com 
********************** 

G – STARTING APRIL 12:  NEW ENGLISH CLASSES BEGIN AT CVILLE LEARNING CENTER


Charlottesville’s Adult Learning Center will be offering English classes for all levels starting April 12th.   Prior to enrolling, students must be assessed to determine their course level. Assessments for new students are every Wednesday at 10:00 am and on Wednesday and Thursday April 7th and 8th at 10:00 am or 6:00 pm. Courses run for twelve weeks and meet for six hours each week. The cost is $85 for city residents and $100 for county residents; scholarships are available. For more information or to schedule an assessment, call (434) 245-2817. For Spanish (limited), call Cherry Stewart at (434) 245-2815. 

The Adult Learning Center also offers the Dialogue Café every Monday from 6:30 -8:00 pm. and Friday from 1:00 – 3:00 pm. The Dialoge Café is an opportunity for non-native English speakers to practice their English, and it is free and open to anyone; no need to register, come when you can. At least once a month, the Adult Learning Center’s speaker series, Speak Up, Charlottesville, takes place before the Dialogue Cafe. Upcoming topics include March 22nd and 26th: Piedmont Housing presents on Renting an Apartment, Frauds and Secured Credit Cards; April 12th and 16th: UVA Hospital presents on Keeping Healthy; April 26th and 30th: PVCC presents on course offerings and professional development; May 3rd and 7th: Alicia Cost, Dietitian, presents on Nutritional Labels and Healthy Shopping; June 11th: Legal Aid Justice Center presents on immigrant legal rights and issues.

 

The Adult Learning Center is located in the IX building at 935-A Second St. SE. For more information, call (434) 245-2817 or visit their website: http://www.ccs.k12.va.us/programs/adult_education/. 
********************** 

H – ADDITIONAL MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES  

For information on many other upcoming meetings, events, and opportunities (job openings, bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work, etc.), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  http://www.cj-network.org  

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Years 2010 - 2011:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month from September to June; the exception is the November 2010 plenary scheduled for Wednesday, November 10.  All plenaries are held  in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64, or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:40 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. Visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website for details.
***********************

The weekly CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Linda Hemby and Anna Sullivan of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. as soon as possible and no later than the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org or annabsullivan@gmail.com.  

The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org, is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org or annabsullivan@gmail.com. Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
