CJ Weekly Alert  

March 30 – April 5, 2010

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org  
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

For more information about these and many other upcoming initiatives, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org


Wednesday Morning Latina Women’s Support Group. Free support group, sponsored by the Women’s Initiative, held at the Word of Faith Church, every Wednesday at 10:00 am.  Transportation and childcare is provided. For more information, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472.
Wednesday, March 31: Support CJ at the Albemarle County Board of Supervisors Meeting. The Albemarle Board of Supervisors plans to cut 100% of its funding to Creciendo Juntos (CJ), which accounts for nearly half of CJ’s yearly budget. A public hearing about Albemarle County’s proposed budget for fiscal year 2010/2011 will be held on March 31, from 6:00 -9:00 pm in Lane Auditorium at the County Office Building downtown on the corner of McIntire and Preston. Anyone wishing to advocate on behalf of CJ is encouraged to attend.
Wednesday, March 31: Deadline for High School and College Students to Apply for the July 2010 Hispanic Youth Symposium. Applications are being accepted from upcoming Sophomore and Junior Latino high school students (current 9th and 10th graders), for the Hispanic Youth Symposium from July 14-17, at Virginia State University in Petersburg. For more information and to apply, visit: http://www.hispanicyouth.org/symposium-virginia The Symposium is also recruiting Hispanic/Latino college students to serve as resident advisors and mentors to high school students attending the program:  http://www.hispanicyouth.org/symposium-virginia/for-college-students.

Friday Morning Domestic Violence Bilingual Support Group. The Shelter for Help in Emergency offers a support group for women who have been victims of Domestic Violence every Friday from 10 – 11:30 am in its office 1410 Sachem Place. For more information, contact Dilcia Colindres at 434-960-1941. 
For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org   

********************** 
B – FRIDAY, APRIL 2: UVA CONFERENCE ON MEDIA, DEMOCRACY & DIVERSITY 

University and community members are invited to Media, Democracy, and Diversity, a conference at the University of Virginia on April 2nd from 10:00 am – 3:00 pm in UVA’s Newcomb Hall Ballroom. Session topics explore women and minorities in science & technology, immigration, racial representations in media, sexuality and religion, and more.  The luncheon keynote speaker is Melissa Harris-Lacewell, MSNBC Contributor and Associate Professor of Politics at Princeton University.

The conference is free and open to the public. Lunch will be provided. For full conference details and to register visit: www.virginia.edu/vpdiversity/media2010. 

********************** 

C – TUESDAY, APRIL 6: FREE HELP WITH CENSUS FORMS FOR LATINOS - BILINGUAL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  


Charlottesville’s Church of the Incarnation will be holding sessions to help Spanish-speakers fill out their 2010 Census forms. A complete Census count will mean better political representation and proper allocation of government funds for the people most in need.  Spread the word and bring Spanish speakers who need help filling out their Census form!
In order to facilitate this service, we need bilingual volunteers. If you are bilingual in English and Spanish and want to participate, please come to this first session on Tuesday, April 6th from 7:00 – 8:00 pm at the Church of the Incarnation (1465 Incarnation Drive, behind Toys R Us on 29 N). 
For more information, please contact Juan Rodriguez at jurosa722@yahoo.com.

********************** 

D – THURSDAY, APRIL 8: CJ WORKSHOP ON LATINOS & MENTAL HEALTH
This panel seeks to understand and address mental health issues affecting the Latino community. Presenters include Dr. Sandra Lopez-Baez, an Associate Professor and Chair of the Counselor Education programs at the Curry School in the University of Virginia, (UVA), and Ingrid Ramos, the Lead Therapist and in charge of Program Development for the League of Therapists’ Spanish speaking team. Elizabeth Irvin, LCSW, is the Interim Program Director for The Women’s Initiative and the facilitator of this CJ forum.
Participants will learn:
· Demographic and cultural factors related to the Latino community 

· The interplay between immigration, culture and mental health 

· Mental Health symptoms and disorders relevant in the Latino community 

· Ways to assess a client who may have mental health needs 

· How to support clients dealing with high stress levels and/or symptoms of emotional instability that could be indicators of Mental Health issues 

· Where and how to refer clients for services 

· How to integrate cultural strengths as a coping strategy for ourselves and our clients 

Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:45 am. The panel is free and open to the public. It will be held in Room A, Albemarle County Building on 5th St, Extd. For more information contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-872-0047or eirvin@thewomensinitiative.org
********************** 

E – FREE SPANISH LANGUAGE INCOME TAX HELP FOR LATINOS

Federal Income Taxes are due April 15th! If a proposed immigration bill passes Congress with some sort of pathway to residency, undocumented immigrants would have to meet certain criteria, such as proving they've lived and worked in the U.S. for a certain time period. Filed income tax would be one way of proving their time here, in addition to showing they've complied with the tax laws.

Once again, United Way’s Martha Trujillo is organizing an effort to provide free income tax filing services in Spanish to area Latinos who, among other benefits, may qualify for the earned income credit. For more information, contact Martha at (434) 972-1703.
********************** 

F – ACCESSING SOCIAL SERVICES IN SPANISH
Both Albemarle County and the City of Charlottesville’s Departments of Social Services have Spanish language phone lines and bilingual (English/Spanish) front desk staff to assist Latinos in accessing services. While other bilingual workers are few, Social Services’ staff is obliged by federal and state laws to use interpreter services when communicating with Limited English Proficiency clients.  

Charlottesville City:  (434) 970-3400.

Albemarle County:  (434) 972-4010. To report a language barrier problem, contact John Freeman, Assistant Director.

For more information on language access, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjimmrights/imm-acess.html
********************** 

G – BILINGUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES IN CHARLOTTESVILLE 


WorldStrides is seeking a Bilingual (English/Spanish) Customer Service Representative to provide accurate and timely responses to both internal and external customer inquiries. Applicants should have a high school diploma or G.E.D. (post high school graduate preferred,) one or two years experience in business or customer service environment, and be fluent in Spanish. For more information and to apply, go to: http://tbe.taleo.net/NA7/ats/careers/requisition.jsp?org=WORLDSTRIDES&cws=1&rid=94 

Staffmark is seeking a strong Customer Service Associate who is fluent in Spanish. Needs to be comfortable interacting with clients as well as walk-ins. Fast pace environment and needs to be able to multi-task. This will be a temporary assignment. For more information and to upload your resume, go to: http://api.careerbuilder.com/v1/joblink?DID=J8E6L477P2FPC2JHJXZ&developerkey=WDAW0QF6HDXRBLW245F7 

Weinstein Properties is looking for a Bilingual Leasing Consultant for a large apartment community in Charlottesville, VA. Responsibilities include leasing apartments, translating Spanish/English, 
providing customer service to residents, assisting the manager in day-to-day operations, preparing correspondence & reports and marketing the community. Successful candidates will be fluent in speaking and translating Spanish & English, and have previous leasing, retail sales, customer service, or business experience. For more information and to upload your resume, go to: http://www.employmentspot.com/job/bilingual-spanishenglish-leasing-consultant_JB94R16D083Z237MVL0/
Firstsource is seeking a Bilingual Patient Service Representative to work with uninsured patients on their public assistance (Medicaid/charity) programs. Schedule will be Saturday - Wednesday 5-11pm. High school diploma or equivalent is required, working knowledge of Medicaid is helpful, social services experience is a plus, excellent customer service skills required, bilingual skills are preferred, and a bachelor's degree is preferred but is not required. For more information and to apply, go to: http://jobview.monster.com/getjob.aspx?JobID=86983242&WT.mc_n=FDJD 

Manpower is seeking a part-time Bilingual (Spanish) Customer Service Representative. http://jobview.monster.com/getjob.aspx?JobID=86543686&WT.mc_n=FDJD INCLUDEPICTURE "http://counter.adcourier.com/Q2hhcmxvdHRlc3ZpbGxlVkEuMjI1MTAuNDc5QG1hbnBvd2VybmEuYXBsaXRyYWsuY29t.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


Responsibilities:
Performs outbound calls to agents, vendors, and policyholders, sets appointments with policyholders for agents, assists with managing agent's schedule in Outlook 2007 calendar, documents transactions received by phone, e-mail or mail into more than one database, and uses a computerized system for tracking information, gathering and/or troubleshooting. Requirements: Candidates must have at least 1 year of experience in Customer Service (call center, retail, sales, etc.), excellent telephone skills, professional oral and written communication skills, ability to multi-task and prioritize work in a high volume production environment, good decision making skills, good analytical/problem solving skills, and be fluent in Spanish. Regular work hours are Mondays through Thursdays from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. For more information and to apply, go to:  
********************** 

H – ADDITIONAL MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES  

For information on many other upcoming meetings, events, and opportunities (job openings, bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work, etc.), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  http://www.cj-network.org  

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Years 2010 - 2011:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month from September to June; the exception is the November 2010 plenary scheduled for Wednesday, November 10.  All plenaries are held  in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64, or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:40 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. Visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website for details.
***********************

The weekly CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Anna Sullivan of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. as soon as possible and no later than the Friday morning before the Alert is circulated to: cj.cville@gmail.com.  

The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org, is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact cj.cville@gmail.com. Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
