CJ Weekly Alert  

March 9 – 15, 2010

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org  
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

For more information about these and many other upcoming initiatives, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org
Monday, March 8:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1 pm at PHA. Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  


Wednesday Morning Latina Women’s Support Group. Free support group, sponsored by the Women’s Initiative, held at the Word of Faith Church, every Wednesday at 10:00 am.  Transportation and childcare is provided. For more information, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472.

Thursday, March 11: CJ Plenary - Latino Legal Issues.  See below.   


Friday Morning Domestic Violence Bilingual Support Group. The Shelter for Help in Emergency offers a support group for women who have been victims of Domestic Violence every Friday from 10 – 11:30 am in its office 1410 Sachem Place. For more information, contact Dilcia Colindres at 434-960-1941. 
Friday – Saturday, March 12-13: 4th Annual Virginia Latino Higher Education Network Conference 
in Petersburg.  The event will provide participants with the opportunity to engage leading experts on Latinos and education, network with fellow professionals, and meet others interested and dedicated to advancing Virginia Latinos in higher education. For more information and to register, visit: http://valhen.org/Encuentro2010 or email info@valhen.org. 
For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org   

********************** 
B - THIS THURSDAY, MARCH 11:  CJ PANEL ON LATINO LEGAL ISSUES 
Join us this Thursday, March 11th to learn about how the rights of Virginia’s Latinos are being promoted and protected through litigation and advocacy in the areas of employment, housing, predatory lending, family law, education & school matters, language access, and immigration & detention.  

Nationally recognized Tim Freilich (Legal Aid Justice Center) will facilitate the forum and present along with fellow attorneys Eddie Summers (Charlottesville Immigration Law Center), Elva Mason (Law Office of Elva Mason), and Phil Storey (Legal Aid Justice Center).   

Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40 am. The forum is free and open to the public and will be held in Room A, Albemarle County Building on 5th St, Ext. For more information email lhemby@albemarle.org. 
********************** 

C - MARCH 18: UVA PRESENTATION ON THE VARIABLE RELATION BETWEEN RACE & IMMIGRATION

Next Thursday, March 18th, UVA’s Center for International Studies Seminar Series invites the community to hear Milton Vickerman, Associate Professor of Sociology, speak on the variable relation between race and immigration. This event is free, open to the public, and will take place in Rouss Hall, School of Commerce, Room 410 from 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. For more information, contact Majida Bargach at mb9bg@Virginia.edu 
********************* 

D - APRIL 1:  BOYS & GIRLS CLUB SUMMER REGISTRATION FOR SOUTHWOOD RESIDENTS

The Boys and Girls Club located in Southwood will begin priority registration for Summer 2010 on April 1.  Only current members and Southwood residents may sign up at this time.  Open registration for new members and for non Southwood residents begins May 1. The specific dates for Summer activities has not yet been established.  For more information contact Olga Arouca who can be reached at oarouca@bgclubcville.org or (434) 295-0037.

********************** 

E - MAY 4:  RICHMOND CULTURAL COMPETENCE TRAINING 

The Competent C.A.R.E. Training Day is an interactive training opportunity, sponsored by the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services and the DBHDS Statewide Cultural & Linguistic Competency Steering Committee.  It requires participants to have a basic knowledge of the definitions of cultural and linguistic competence. It will not provide an introductory overview. Participants will discover that cultural competence consists of much more than what can be seen with the naked eye. Sessions will focus on how self awareness and power, race, gender and generational differences can impact any given situation. Participants will also explore how invisible areas that are often overlooked can be potential barriers to organizational communication, employee performance, and service provision.  The training, from 8 am – 5 pm at the Cultural Arts Center at Glen Allen, is designed for Case Managers, Service Coordinators, Service Providers, Human Resources professionals, Supervisors/Managers/Directors and CEOs who are in search of methods and knowledge that will improve their individual or organizational capacity to work across differences, both with the individuals we serve as well as with coworkers. This training will be especially useful to employees charged diagnosis and treatment responsibilities, training and recruiting staff, and those who are members of an organization’s cultural and linguistic competency council or committee. For more information or to register, contact cecily.rodriguez@dbhds.virginia.gov  
********************** 

F - PRACTICE YOUR SPANISH FOR FREE!

Tuesday Evenings: C’ville Coffee Spanish Conversation Group, 7-9pm
Come when you can.  All levels of Spanish are welcome. The group meets at Cville Coffee, 1301 Harris St. Phone: (434) 817-2633. 

Wednesday Afternoons: Casa Bolivar’s La Tertulia, 4-5 pm
This UVA tertulia, for UVA students, staff and the public, includes great food and a fun environment to relax and practice your Spanish. Location: Casa Bolivar (Spanish House) 1408 Jefferson Park Ave. For more information contact twj7v@virginia.edu or visit http://sites.google.com/site/lacasabolivar/la-tertulia
********************** 
G - NEW PUBLICATIONS FOR LATINOS AND THOSE WHO SERVE THEM
La Mano Amiga/The Helping Hand is a free online (downloadable) newsletter that is designed to help Latinos new to the USA. It is written in Spanish at medium literacy levels for Latinos of any cultural background. Each issue is full of pertinent articles on a range of topics such as health, parenting, legal issues, and cultural awareness, and a new edition is available for free on La Mano Amiga’s website each month. Download a copy and share it with Latino clients, parents, members of your congregations, or anyone who might be interested: http://www.lamanoamiga.org/   The International Rescue Committee (IRC) has a Spanish language handbook to acquaint immigrants arriving to Charlottesville with the area’s history, culture, and services. The last 37 pages of the handbook are in English. Access it at http://www.cj-network.org/cjresourcessp/WTA.pdf This and many more Spanish language print and online resources can be found on the CJ website www.cj-network.org under Printed Materials In Spanish.
March 2010 Cultural and Linguistic Competence Newsletter.  The Office of Cultural & Linguistic Competence of the Virginia Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services publishes a monthly newsletter to share best practices.  Its March issue includes the article Interpreting or Translating?  Getting to know the Difference. To sign up to receive the newsletter, contact Cecily.Rodriguez@dbhds.virginia.gov To read the March issue, visit 
http://www.dbhds.virginia.gov/2008CLC/documents/clc-Newsltr-Vol-03-Ed-01.pdf   For those who are interested in regular articles, research, and notices of events about cultural and linguistic competency, sign up for the DBHDS’s Google group by emailing  dbhds-office-of-cultural-and-linguistic-competence@googlegroups.com
********************** 
H - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES  

Visit the Community Announcement section of the CJ website to learn about 

- events, classes and other opportunities available to Latinos or those who serve or are interested in them, 

- upcoming CJ activities,

- or to find out about bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or bilingual job/volunteer openings. 
NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Years 2010 - 2011:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month from September to June in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:40 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. 

***********************

The weekly CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Linda Hemby and Anna Sullivan of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. as soon as possible and no later than the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org or annabsullivan@gmail.com 

The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org, is updated weekly with new information and resources. Please let us know if you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site.  Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

