CJ Alert  

May 11 – 24, 2010


The electronic bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org  
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A - LOCAL MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES: MAY 11 – 24, 2010 

For more information about these and many other upcoming initiatives, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org

Thursday, May 13: CJ Roundtable. See below for more details.
Thursday, May 20: CJ Southwood Work Group will be meeting at the Southwood Community center from 10:00 – 11:00 a.m.  The Southwood Work group's purpose is to promote communication between groups that provide services to the Southwood Neighborhood and serve as an opportunity to share what your organization is currently doing and to see how we can support ongoing programs. You can learn more about CJ’s work in Southwood on the Southwood Workgroup page of their website www.cj-network.org. If you are interested in participating in this group, please contact Gloria Rockhold at grockhold@k12albemarle.org. 

Friday, May 21: Richmond Panel on Latinos and Domestic Violence. See below for more details.
Friday, May 21: Last day nominations, including self-nominations, are being accepted for the annual Charlottesville Latina Queen pageant. Nominees must be Latinas, between 15-23 years old, who have no children. If the nominee is less than 18, parental consent is required. Requests for nomination forms, offers to help with the event, donations, and inquiries should be directed to Stefany Baltazar at (434) 284-3346 or syba86@gmail.com. 
For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org   

********************** 

B – THURSDAY, MAY 13: CJ ROUNDTABLE

CJ Roundtables are offered twice a year to allow all attendees an opportunity to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in, in an effort to encourage networking, partnering and other support of these projects and interests.
Participants are encouraged to bring in materials about their Latino oriented initiatives (in Spanish if possible), business cards, and other information they would like to circulate at this and at future CJ plenaries. Those seeking volunteer or paid positions, or looking to fill such vacancies, should bring in resumes or job announcements.
Registration, coffee & donuts will begin at 9:40 am. The CJ Roundtable is free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am, Place: Albemarle County Office Building, 5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact cj.cville@gmail.com.  


********************** 
C – FRIDAY, MAY 21:  RICHMOND PANEL - LATINOS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE:  EFFECTIVE OUTREACH AND TREATMENT APPROACHES
Colaborando Juntos (CJ), a network of service providers working with the Latino community in Richmond, is offering a space to learn and talk about domestic violence in the Latino Community.  The event will include a showing of the movie Abriendo las Cajas and comments on it from Elvira De La Cruz (Richmond’s James House), who specializes in outreach, and Ingrid Ramos (Charlottesville League of Therapists), who counsels victims and perpetrators of domestic violence.  

The event, open to the public, will be held from 8:30 – 11 am, at Virginia Housing Development Authority (VHDA) Training Center, Henrico Room, at 4224 Cox Road.  For more information visit http://www.colaborandojuntosva.com/Events.html or contact Cecily Rodriguez at (804) 786-5872 or cecily.rodriguez@dbhds.virginia.gov.
********************** 

D- CJ RECEIVES THE CIVIC ACTION AWARD

This month Charlottesville’s Center for Nonprofit Excellence (CNE) and the Charlottesville Community Design Center (CCDC) invited area nonprofits to submit applications for their Civic Action Award. Creciendo Juntos is amongst the twelve area nonprofits selected to receive this award, based on how we chose to answer the central questions of the application: What is the most promising opportunity to strengthen our community over the next decade, and what will your organization do to make a difference?
In response to these questions CJ laid out its mission to serve the area’s 5,000 plus Latinos and the service providers who work with them, and it highlighted the Charlottesville community’s opportunity to embrace the valuable strengths and rich diversity of its Latino neighbors and to extend a welcoming hand to this rapidly growing population. 

To make this happen we will empower our area’s Latinos through a coordinated effort amongst multiple agencies. CJ and its partners will continue to host help fairs, neighborhood events, visits from Latin American Consulates, the training of community health promoters, and many additional initiatives that will directly impact Latino households. Creciendo Juntos will offer educational workshops, resources, and networking opportunities each month to the thousands of individuals who provide services in our area, thereby increasing the ability of government, academic, faith based, profit and nonprofit organizations to extend their services to the Latino population. And through its website and newsletter, CJ will advocate for improved language access for Spanish speaking residents, and it will highlight the contributions and strengths that the Latino population brings to our community. 
On June 4, 2010 from 5:30 – 7:30 pm at the at the CCDC on the Downtown Mall there will be a First Fridays exhibit of the twelve award recipients, during which you can see a short presentation on the work we do. CJ is grateful for this recognition and looks forward to presenting its mission and action plans with the community through this exhibit. 


********************** 

E – LATINO MEN 18-25 NEEDED FOR ONLINE SURVEY

Michele Bratina is currently pursuing a PhD in Criminology at the Indiana University of Pennsylvania. Her primary research interest includes the Latino experience in the U.S. and how Americanization may influence various attitudes and behaviors. For her dissertation research she is seeking Latino males between the ages of 18 and 25 who are currently living in the U.S. to take an online survey. It is her hope that the information gathered in this survey will help increase understanding about Latino culture, the assimilation experience, and approval of violence. She wishes to emphasize that the study does not focus on direct participation in 
violence, but rather, the approval of its use in various circumstances. The following link will take you directly to the survey, where you will be given the option to take it in English or Spanish:

http://iup.qualtrics.com/SE?SID=SV_8J8H0aRFy0OvUji&SVID=Prod. If you have any questions, please contact Michele at m.bratina@iup.edu.
********************** 

F - IN THE NEWS: LEGAL STATUS EXTENDED FOR CENTRAL AMERICANS; HISPANICS BADLY HIT BY UNEMPLOYMENT
Legal Status Extended for Central Americans

	
	


From The Associated Press, Wednesday, May 5, 2010

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/05/05/AR2010050504339.html?referrer=emailarticle
The federal government has decided it will allow people from Nicaragua, El Salvador and Honduras to stay another 18 months in the U.S. with temporary legal status. 

The temporary protected status granted people from Nicaragua and Honduras who were in the U.S. before Dec. 30, 1998, was due to expire July 5, 2010. The new expiration date is Jan. 5, 2012. The temporary legal status has been extended repeatedly since Hurricane Mitch devastated the region in 1998. 

The administration says Nicaragua and Honduras continue to recover from Hurricane Mitch preventing them from adequately handling the return of their citizens. The Homeland Security Department has estimated 66,000 people from Honduras and 3,000 from Nicaragua are eligible. 

More than 200,000 Salvadorans were given temporary protected immigration status in the U.S. after earthquakes devastated the country in 2001. Their status has been extended several times since then. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Arturo Valenzuela made the announcement on the Salvadorans Wednesday during a visit to El Salvador and hours after the U.S. government said it will allow people from Nicaragua and Honduras to stay another 18 months in the U.S. 
Hispanics Badly Hit By Unemployment. 

Unemployment among Hispanics in the U.S. has more than doubled since December 2007 because they are disproportionately employed in sectors of the economy and in areas of the country hardest hit by the recession, according to a Congressional report released Wednesday.

Read more at: http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/wire/sc-dc-hispanic-jobless-20100505,0,2112114.story, 

********************** 

G - NEW STUDY: YOUNG LATINO CHILDREN SHOW STRONG CLASSROOM SKILLS, DESPITE MANY GROWING UP IN POVERTY.

Immigrant Latinos display strong parenting practices and raise socially agile children, but these early gains are likely to be eroded by mediocre schools and peer pressure in poor neighborhoods, according to findings published by the American Psychological Association in the May 2010 issue of the journal Developmental Psychology. One study, based on 19,500 kindergartners nationwide, found that Latino children engaged in classroom activities and displayed cooperative skills at levels equal to those of white non-Latino children, despite vast differences in family income between the groups. But children’s social agility and classroom enthusiasm often wanes by middle school, according to the researchers.

Other published findings include: 

· Young Latino children’s enthusiasm and agility in classrooms stems from warm yet firm parenting practices.

· Another study shows how strong customs from one’s native country can promote learning by teaching children to pay attention to what is going on in front of them.

· Researchers surveyed 15,362 African-American, Latino and Asian tenth-graders from 752 schools about their understanding of how racial and socioeconomic barriers affect their expectations for well-paying jobs. Two years later, the researchers asked the students about their extracurricular activities, school achievement, community participation and vocational expectations. Reading and math achievement had the strongest effect on the students’ expectation of winning high-paying jobs, while awareness of racial and economic barriers had the strongest effect on the value that students placed on work.

Read more at: http://www.apa.org/news/press/releases/2010/05/latino-children.aspx 
********************** 

H – UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

Friday, May 28: CJ Faith Based Initiatives Work Group will be meeting at the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th St Ext, Room C at 9:30 am. If you would like to participate in this group, please contact Daniel Bannister at mdbannister@liberty.edu.  

Thursday, June 10: CJ Panel on Latino Early Childhood Development. This Creciendo Juntos plenary will explore the challenges surrounding the development and education of area Latino infants, toddlers, and preschoolers and will facilitate increased networking and collaboration by identifying agencies and programs serving this population. Registration, coffee & donuts will begin at 9:40 am. CJ plenaries are free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am, Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information, contact cj.cville@gmail.com 

For information on many other upcoming meetings, events, and opportunities (job openings, bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work, etc.), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  http://www.cj-network.org  


***********************

The CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Anna Sullivan, CJ Program Coordinator.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. as soon as possible and no later than the Friday morning before the Alert is circulated to: cj.cville@gmail.com. 
The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org, is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact cj.cville@gmail.com. Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population. 
If you wish to unsubscribe from this newsletter or add a new email address to the subscription list, please send an email to cj.cville@gmail.com.

***********************
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