CJ Alert  

May 25 – June 7, 2010


The electronic bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org  
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A – LOCAL MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES: MAY 25 – JUNE 7, 2010
 
For more information about these and many other upcoming initiatives, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org

Wednesday Morning Latina Women’s Support Group. Free support group, sponsored by the Women’s Initiative, held at the Word of Faith Church, every Wednesday at 10:00 am.  Transportation and childcare is provided. For more information, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472.Friday, May 21: Richmond Panel on Latinos and Domestic Violence. See below for more details.

Friday, May 28: CJ Faith Based Initiatives Work Group will be meeting at the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th St Ext, Room C at 9:30 am. If you would like to participate in this group, please contact Daniel Bannister at mdbannister@liberty.edu.  
Friday, June 4: Creciendo Juntos First Fridays Exhibit at Charlottesville Civic Action 2010. See below for more details. 
Friday – Sunday, June 4-6: Latin Ballet of Virginia Performs Milagros (Miracles). A performing arts interpretation of the magical and poetic story of “Milagros” written by Meg Medina. For more information visit http://www.latinballet.com/index.asp Location: Cultural Arts Center at Glen Allen Day/Time: Fri. 7:00 pm., Sat. & Sun. 2:00 pm.
Monday, June 7: CJ Health Promoter Work Group Monthly Meeting. 2:00 – 3:00 at the SARA office, 1013 Little High St. Please note new location.  If you would like to participate in this group, email Aaron Miller at child@saracville.org. 

For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org   
 
******************************

B - FRIDAY, JUNE 4: COME SEE CRECIENDO JUNTO’S EXHIBIT AT “CHARLOTTESVILLE CIVIC ACTION 2010” 


Creciendo Juntos (CJ) is one of 12 area nonprofits selected to participate in Charlottesville Civic Action 2010, a two month civic engagement exhibit that answers the questions: “What is the most prominent opportunity to strengthen our community over the next decade and what action will your organization take to make a difference?” The initiative was created as a partnership between the Charlottesville Community Design Center (CCDC) and the Center for Nonprofit Excellence (CNE) to demonstrate how the nonprofit sector can serve as a catalyst for positive community change and to spark community dialogue about the healthy evolution of our community in the next decade. 


Charlottesville Civic Action 2010 will open with a First Fridays reception at the CCDC City Space on the Downtown Mall on June 4, 2010 from 5:30-7:30pm when Creciendo Juntos and the other nonprofits who won the award will be invited to give a short presentation on how they have chosen to respond to the questions. CJ is grateful to receive this honor and looks forward to the opportunity to share its mission and programs that support the Latino community in our area. We hope you will come join us at the June 4th First Fridays exhibit.

*****************************
 
C - THURSDAY, JUNE 10: CJ PANEL – LATINO EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT:  LOCAL ISSUES AND SERVICES
The goal of this CJ forum is to understand early childhood development issues affecting the Latino community.  In conjunction with the Partnership for Children, this meeting will identify challenges as well as strengths surrounding young Latino children who reside in our area; information will be shared in an effort to strengthen early childhood initiatives and to influence the shaping of new ones. 
 
The purpose of the plenary is:
· To increase awareness about Latino children 0-5 years old and their families 
· To increase awareness about the challenges faced by Latino families with young children and organizations who serve those facilities 
· To provide opportunities for networking and collaboration and identify agencies and resources who serve those this population 
Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:45 am. The panel will take place from 10:00 – 11:30 and is free, open to the public, and will be held in Room A, Albemarle County Building on 5th St, Extd. For more information contact Lisa Godwin at lgodwin@cyfs.org.

*******************************
 
D - FRIDAY, JUNE 11: 1st MEETING OF THE CJ MENTAL HEALTH WORK GROUP

The CJ Mental Health Work Group will advocate for increased access to bilingual, culturally competent services for Latinos in our community and will provide a network of providers and improve the continuity of care for Latinos with mental health issues. This group is open to anyone who has an interest in this issue, works with Latinos in the mental health field, or wants to contribute to the groups’ initiatives. The group’s first meeting will take place on Friday, June 11, 2010 at 9:00 am at The Women’s Initiative, 1007 E High St, Charlottesville, VA. If you are interested in learning more or joining the group, email Elizabeth Irvin at eirvin@thewomensinitiative.org.

 

**********************************

 

E – CJ SPOTLIGHT:  ROLANDO MENDEZ
Rolando Mendez has been a steadfast volunteer as CJ’s “webmaster” since 2006.   In his honor, CJ created the Rolando Mendez Community Builder Award, and Rolando became the first recipient of the award at a ceremony on May 13.  We are all so grateful for Rolando’s hard work for CJ week-in and week-out over these years.  He has been a key player in creating a website that has reached over 50,000 visitors and helped in countless ways to improve the lives of Latino families in our region.  A Salvadoran who graduated from Charlottesville High School and now attends the University of Virginia, Rolando is a true role model for our multi-cultural youth.  Congratulations Rolando!!
 

**********************************

 

F – AREA HEALTH PROMOTERS NETWORK IN CHARLOTTESVILLE 

On April 24th, Health Promoters from Charlottesville, Nelson County, Harrisonburg, and Richmond got together for a workshop entitled “Mente Sana en Cuerpo Sano”. Over 50 Health Promoters attended this networking and learning opportunity. To read the article about this event: http://www.nuevasraices.com/content/templates/articulosnr.asp?articleid=6955&zoneid=2 To learn more about the Health Promoters in Charlottesville or to become a member of the workgroup, please see the Health Promoter website or contact Aaron Miller at (434)295-7273 or child@saracville.org 

**********************************

 

G – SEEKING BILINGUAL VOLUNTEERS
 

Piedmont CASA - http://www.pcasa.org - is a volunteer organization which trains Court Appointed Special Advocates, who work one-on-one with abused and endangered children to assist the courts in determining the best environment to ensure each child's safety and well-being.  CASA is seeking bilingual and bicultural volunteers, especially men.  Spanish speaking individuals and Latinos interested in volunteering at CASA should contact Lindsey Henry at 971-7515 or lhcasa@embarqmail.com
 
*******************************
 
H - SEEKING PARTNERSHIPS WITH AGENCIES WORKING WITH CHILDREN
Julie and Tom Estes are board members of the Optimist Club and of Habitat.  Tom, who is the OCBR’s president, spoke about the group’s interest in partnering with and supporting initiatives helping Latino youth. Tom can be reached at 295-8867 or at the@virginia.edu More information about the OCBR can be found at http://optimist.avenue.org

******************************* 
 
I - LOOKING FOR A TUTOR IN SPANISH
Michael Kostelac, a CenturyLink (formerly Embarq) agent, is interested in learning Spanish from someone with a non-traditional approach.  He can be reached at 540-560-1807 or mikekostelac@gmail.com 

 
*******************************
 

J - SIGN UP LATINOS FOR THE FALL PARENTING PROGRAM
 

The Fall 2010 Strengthening Families Program for children 6-11 will be delivered within 11 weeks of parent, child, and family sessions.  SFP has three components: a behavioral parent training program, children’s skills training program, and family skills training program. In each of the sessions, parents and children are trained separately in the first hour. During the second hour, parents and children come together in the family skills training portion. The session begins with families sharing dinner.  Sessions are highly interactive and include role-playing, discussions, learning games, and family home practice sessions.  SFP offers free meals, free transportation and a wide array of incentives throughout the program. The Spanish SFP begins September 21 and will be held on Tuesday nights, 5:30 - 8 pm, at Cale Elementary.   For more information or for an application, contact Robert Wadden, Strengthening Families Program Manager, Region Ten: 434-972-1881 or robertw@regionten.org  For a Spanish language flyer visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjcomm_ann/docs_2010/SFPFall2010.pdf
 
*******************************
K - JUNE 19 & 20, 2010:  MEXICAN CONSULATE VISITS CHARLOTTESVILLE
The Mexican Consulate will be in Charlottesville on Saturday and Sunday, June 19 and 20, at the Church of the Incarnation.  The Church is offering this service to Latinos from Mexico who are in need of important documentation from their country.  Reservations are required, so Mexican citizens can be advised of required verifications they need to bring with them, and can be made in person at the church, on Saturdays in May and the first two Saturdays of June, from 7 – 9:00 pm, or by calling (434) 960-9561, Friday’s from 6 – 7:00 pm.  For a Spanish language flyer visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjcomm_ann/docs_2010/MexicoJun10.doc
************************************

L - JUNE 19, 2010:  ACPD PIPE BAND PERFORMS AGAIN AT SOUTHWOOD

 

The Albemarle County Police Department bagpipe band will be performing  on Saturday evening June 19th, 2010 at 7:00 PM at the Boys and Girls Club in Southwood.  Residents love the festive group and young people are often inspired by it and by the opportunity to interact with the police.  Support this impressive outreach event by ACPD by accompanying your Southwood Clients to the event or by offering Lt. James Bond a hand at setting up or acquiring or serving food.  He can be reached at bondj@albemarle.org. 

 

 ************************************

 
M - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES
 

Friday, June 11: CJ Mental Health Work Group will take place at 9:00 am at The Women’s Initiative, 1007 E High St, Charlottesville, VA. If you are interested in learning more or joining the group, email Elizabeth Irvin at eirvin@thewomensinitiative.org.

Thursday, June 10: CJ Panel on Latino Early Childhood Development. This Creciendo Juntos plenary will explore the challenges surrounding the development and education of area Latino infants, toddlers, and preschoolers and will facilitate increased networking and collaboration by identifying agencies and programs serving this population. Registration, coffee & donuts will begin at 9:40 am. CJ plenaries are free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am, Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information, contact cj.cville@gmail.com 

For information on many other upcoming meetings, events, and opportunities (job openings, bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work, etc.), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  http://www.cj-network.org  

***********************

The CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Anna Sullivan, CJ Program Coordinator.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. as soon as possible and no later than the Friday morning before the Alert is circulated to: cj.cville@gmail.com. 

The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org, is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact cj.cville@gmail.com. Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population. 
If you wish to unsubscribe from this newsletter or add a new email address to the subscription list, please send an email to cj.cville@gmail.com.

***********************

