*************************************************
CJ Alert: November 23 – December 6, 2010

The electronic bulletin CJ Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org.   

***************************************************

A – LOCAL MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES: NOVEMBER 23 – DECEMBER 6, 2010

B – TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 30: VACOLAO FORUM IN ARLINGTON “GETTING IMMIGRATION RIGHT”

C – THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9: CJ ROUNDTABLE – GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN ABOUT WHO IS DOING WHAT IN THE LATINO COMMUNITY, TO NETWORK, AND TO SHARE INFORMATION

D – SPOTLIGHT ON LOCAL RESOURCE: CHARLOTTESVILLE VICTIM/WITNESS ASSISTANCE 

E – TUTORING OPPORTUNITY FOR NATIVE SPANISH SPEAKER

F – FREE ENGLISH CONVERSATION GROUP IN CHARLOTTESVILLE 

G – IN THE NEWS: FOR MIGRANT STUDENTS, A CYCLE OF DWINDLING OPPORTUNITIES 

H – UPCOMING CJ WORKSHOPS 


****************** 

A – LOCAL MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES: NOVEMBER 23 – DECEMBER 6, 2010 

Every Wednesday Morning: Latina Women’s Support Group. Free support group, sponsored by the Women’s Initiative, held at the Word of Faith Church, every Wednesday at 10:00 am.  Transportation and childcare is provided. For more information, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472 or eirvin@thewomensinitiative.org 

Tuesday, November 30: VACOLAO Forum in Arlington “Getting Immigration Right.” See below for details.

Monday, December 6: CJ Health Promoter Work Group will meet at 2:00pm at SARA. If you are interested in joining this group please email Aaron Miller at child@saracville.org.

For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org.   


******************************

B – TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 30: VACOLAO FORUM IN ARLINGTON “GETTING IMMIGRATION RIGHT”
VACOLAO and the Unitarian Universalist Church of Arlington (UUCA) are organizing the “Community Forum on Getting Immigration Right" for Tuesday, November 30, 2010 from 7:00 - 9:00pm at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Arlington (4444 Arlington Boulevard, Arlington Virginia 22204). During this forum, we will be joined by some of the trainers, participants, and sponsors of the First Virginia Immigrant Advocates Summit, which brought over 200 immigrant advocates together on October 27, to discuss the impact of current immigration policies in Virginia as well as discuss next steps. Come to be informed and inspired ... and bring a friend!

Free admission, with an opportunity to donate in support of UUCA's immigration education and organizing efforts. For more information, please contact Reverend Carlton Smith at rev.carlton.smith@uucava.org or call (703) 892-2565
Also, please save the date for “Immigrant Advocacy Day” on January 18, 2011. We hope to organize a huge group of Virginia residents to travel to Richmond that day to advocate for immigrant rights during Virginia’s 2011 General Assembly. More details on that event to come.


******************************

C – DECEMBER 9, 2010: CJ ROUNDTABLE – GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN ABOUT WHO IS DOING WHAT IN THE LATINO COMMUNITY, TO NETWORK, AND TO SHARE INFORMATION 
CJ Roundtables are offered twice a year to allow all attendees an opportunity to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in, in an effort to encourage networking, partnering and other support of these projects and interests.
Please bring materials about your Latino oriented initiatives, business cards, and other information you would like to circulate at this and future CJ Plenaries. Those seeking volunteer or paid positions, or looking to fill such vacancies, should bring in resumes or job announcements.

CJ Plenaries are free, conducted in English and open to the public. Registration begins at 9:40 a.m.; the plenary is from 10:00 am – 11:30 am in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th St Ext. For more information about this plenary, contact Anna Sullivan at annabsullivan@gmail.com. 


*******************************

D – SPOTLIGHT ON LOCAL RESOURCE: CHARLOTTESVILLE VICTIM/WITNESS ASSISTANCE 

The Charlottesville Victim/Witness Assistance Program, located in the Office of the Commonwealth’s Attorney in City Hall, is designed to ensure that victims and witnesses of criminal offenses will receive fair and compassionate treatment throughout the judicial process.  Victim/Witness advocates provide services including: information about victim rights; notification of case status and court dates; court accompaniment and support; assistance with protective orders; help filing claims with the Criminal Injuries Compensation Fund; and referrals to community resources.  General office phone number is (434) 970-3176.  Spanish-speakers can call Julianne Koch, Assistant Director, at (434) 970-3510 or email kochjw@charlottesville.org.


*****************************

E –TUTORING OPPORTUNITY FOR NATIVE SPANISH SPEAKER
My name is Michael Johnson and I have been active with the Latino community for the last 5-6 years, mostly as a tutor, but in other ways as well. I am seeking a native Spanish speaker to tutor me in Spanish a couple of days a week. It can either be an intercambio Spanish-English situation or straight tutoring of me in Spanish. I am willing to pay for the services. Thanks so much! Please contact me at cvillemjj@hotmail.com or (434) 245-9898. 


*********************************

F – FREE ENGLISH CONVERSATION GROUP IN CHARLOTTESVILLE

Join the weekly English Conversation Group, organized by the Lorna Sundberg International Center at UVA, for informal conversation. This is an opportunity to make friends, improve English skills, learn about American culture, and exchange information with others about your own culture. Tuesdays, 12:30 - 2:00pm, at the Lorna Sundberg International Center, 21 University Circle, Charlottesville, VA (off Rugby Rd.)  For more information call (434) 924-798 or email intlctr@virginia.edu. To register go to: https://spreadsheets0.google.com/viewform?hl=en&formkey=dEZYVFllbUhyQkhPODRfTkg0VjJMckE6MA#gid=0


*********************************
G – IN THE NEWS: FOR MIGRANT STUDENTS, A CYCLE OF DWINDLING OPPORTUNITIES 
This Washington Post article tells the story of the daughter of a migrant farm worker in Virginia and the challenges she and the many children like her face in attending multiple schools each year.

“In her purple school binder, 13-year-old Ellifina Jean counted down the last days of the apple harvest, crossing off one box every afternoon, bringing her closer to a big smiley face and the words, scrawled in all caps: ‘DADDY'S LAST DAY OF WORK!’ 

Ellifina and her family were preparing to leave Virginia's Winchester area apple orchards for Florida's orange groves before heading north again, toward New Jersey, in search of blueberries. For Ellifina, each season brings a new school and a new list of courses that bears little resemblance to the last.”
Read the full article at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/11/06/AR2010110601777.html?hpid=sec-education


*********************************

H – UPCOMING CJ WORKSHOPS 

Thursday, December 9: CJ Roundtable. See above for details. 
Thursday, January 13: CJ Workshop on Resources for Spanish Speakers Filing Income Taxes.
Virginia residents, whether US citizens or not, can greatly benefit from filing their federal and state income taxes. This CJ Workshop will help participants understand the IRS tax filing system for immigrants and how Spanish speakers can get free assistance in obtaining a taxpayer identification number, applying for tax credits, and filing their taxes. 

Osvaldo Quiroga from the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) will explain Individual Taxpayer Identification Numbers (ITIN) and their use for filing taxes and will discuss new updates for filing 2010 taxes. Pamela Frank, the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) Coordinator at United Way will talk about obtaining this tax credit as well as how people can benefit from filling taxes with IRS certified volunteer tax preparers. For more information contact the coordinator Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org.
CJ Plenaries are free, conducted in English and open to the public. Registration, coffee and donuts begins at 9:40 a.m.; the plenary is from 10:00 am – 11:30 am in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th St Ext. 

For information on these and many other upcoming meetings, events, and opportunities (job openings, bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work, etc.), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  http://www.cj-network.org.   


***********************
The CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Anna Sullivan, the CJ Program Coordinator.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. as soon as possible and no later than the Friday morning before the Alert is circulated to: cj.cville@gmail.com. 

The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org, is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact cj.cville@gmail.com  Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population. 

If you wish to unsubscribe from this newsletter or add a new email address to the subscription list, please send an email to cj.cville@gmail.com. 
***********************
Martha Trujillo

Martha Trujillo, CJ Chair
mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 
