
*************************************************
CJ Alert: November 9 – 22, 2010

The electronic bulletin CJ Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org.   

***************************************************

A – LOCAL MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES: NOVEMBER 9 – 22, 2010

B – WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 10: CJ PANEL WITH CHARLOTTESVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT & ITS INITIATIVES WITH THE LATINO POPULATION 

C – FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12: MILLER CENTER FORUM -IS IMMIGRATION REFORM POLITICALLY POSSIBLE?  

D – FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17: ANNUAL FIRE CORPS POSADA

E – NEW IMMIGRATION PROGRAM AT WASHINGTON AND LEE SCHOOL OF LAW

F – INFORMATION FOR IMMIGRANTS WHO ARE VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

G – SPANISH NEWSLETTER FOR NEW AND EXPECTING MOMS 

H – FREE ESL CLASSES AT SPEAK! 

I – IN THE NEWS: GROUP PROTESTS MCDONNELL'S DENIAL OF DRIVER'S LICENSES AT CHARLOTTESVILLE’S DMV

J – UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES


****************** 

A – LOCAL MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES: NOVEMBER 9 – 22, 2010 

Every Wednesday Morning: Latina Women’s Support Group. Free support group, sponsored by the Women’s Initiative, held at the Word of Faith Church, every Wednesday at 10:00 am.  Transportation and childcare is provided. For more information, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472 or eirvin@thewomensinitiative.org 

Wednesday, November, 10: CJ Panel with the Charlottesville Police Department and its Initiatives with the Latino Population. See below for details.

Saturday, November 13: Para Ti, Mujer Conference. 10:00-2:30. 155 Carlton Rd. in Charlottesville. This bilingual conference for women is free. For more information go to: http://www.hazaelgaray.com/Conferencia-2010.html.

Friday, November 19: CJ Mental Health Work Group. 9:00-10:30am at The Women’s Initiative, 1007 E High St, Charlottesville, VA. If you are interested in joining this group please email Elizabeth Irvin at eirvin@thewomensinitiative.org.

Friday, November 19: CJ Faith Based Initiatives Work Group will meet from 9:00 – 11:00 at Albemarle County Building at 5th Street Ext., Room C. If you are interested in joining this group please email Daniel Bannister at mdbannister@liberty.edu. 

For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org.   


******************************

B – WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 10: CJ PANEL WITH CHARLOTTESVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT & ITS INITIATIVES WITH THE LATINO POPULATION
In the past year the Charlottesville Police Department (CPD) has developed and trained key staff on a LEP (Limited English Proficiency) plan that enhances communication between the department and Latinos. During this CJ plenary, Sgt. Thomas McKean from the CPD will address this and other initiatives to further that goal and will answer questions about the department’s perception of and relationship with the local Latino community. He will also be seeking feedback and advice to help the community and department expand their work together.

CJ Plenaries are free, conducted in English and open to the public. Registration begins at 9:40 a.m.; the plenary is from 10:00 am – 11:30 am in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th St Ext. For more information about this plenary, contact Peter Loach peterl@piedmonthousing.org.


******************************

C – FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12: MILLER CENTER FORUM -IS IMMIGRATION REFORM POLITICALLY POSSIBLE? 

Location: Miller Center (2201 Old Ivy Road). Time: 11:00am - 12:00pm. Description: This Forum is part of a series on Latin America. As the nation struggles to define its immigration policy, Edward Schumacher-Mators, director of Harvard’s Initiative on Immigration and Integration Policy and Studies, will analyze the difficult choices America faces in solving the current immigration crisis. An expert on Latin American affairs, Schumacher-Matos writes a nationally syndicated column for The Washington Post Writers Group and is currently working on a book on unauthorized immigration. Contact: Shirley Burke, (434) 924-6049, sak3u@virginia.edu. Event URL: http://millercenter.org/public/forum/detail/5820.


*******************************

D – FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17: ANNUAL FIRE CORPS POSADA

For two years, Charlottesville’s Fire Department has held wonderfully authentic Posadas in December as a way to enhance its relationship with Latinos living in Charlottesville, gain their trust, and increase their knowledge about fire safety and other Fire Department issues. The non-denominational Posada is a great way to interact and learn about a different culture and provides Latinos an opportunity to practice and enjoy their customs and to learn about fire safety. Please feel free to download and distribute the attached flyers (in English and Spanish) to help spread the word about this great event, which will take place on Friday, December 17th from 6:00 – 8:00 pm at the Charlottesville Fire Station at 203 Ridge St.
Mary Loose DeViney, Fire Corps director, welcomes Latinos and the service providers working with them – including elementary teachers, churches, social workers and others - to join in making this year’s Posada better than ever by taking on a task or just showing up with Latinos and others. For more information or to get involved contact her at MLoose@aol.com or (434) 970-3536, or Felipe Mendoza, who is bilingual, at felipemendoza@yahoo.com or (301) 537-8312. They are specifically looking for a volunteer who can help make several dozen tamales to serve at the Posada (ingredients will be provided).  


*****************************

E – NEW IMMIGRATION PROGRAM AT WASHINGTON AND LEE SCHOOL OF LAW

This new program in Lexington, VA at Washington and Lee’s law school represents immigrants who cannot afford private attorneys in a variety of legal matters, including VAWA, U visas, SIJ, asylum, adjustment, naturalization, deportation defense, and other matters.  If you come across any clients who you think may benefit from their help, please have them call (540) 458-8334 or email immigration@wlu.edu. To learn more about the program go to: http://law.wlu.edu/news/storydetail.asp?id=818


*********************************

F – INFORMATION FOR IMMIGRANTS WHO ARE VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

 This document from U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services has useful information for victims of domestic violence. It touches on the legal rights and social service options as well as immigration options (VAWA, U and T visas) and contains information that advocates for and defenders of victims should know:  http://www.uscis.gov/uscis-ext-templating/uscis/jspoverride/uscisSearchOverrideRedirect.jsp?oid=2fb27cdb97eeb210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD.


*********************************
G – SPANISH NEWSLETTER FOR NEW AND EXPECTING MOMS

UVA’s Women’s Place distributes this free electronic Spanish language newsletter with information and support for pregnant women and new moms. Please share this resource with your Spanish speaking clients (there is an English version as well). To sign up go to: https://www.theparentreview.com//parentsignup.jsp?id=54523908&lang=ESP&sid=2.


*********************************

H – FREE ESL CLASSES AT SPEAK!

Intermediate to advanced speakers of English as a Second Language are invited to join a new conversation class at SPEAK! Language Center in downtown Charlottesville.  Timely topics will be discussed in a relaxed, small-group setting during 6 class sessions, which are FREE for the rest of 2010.  An experienced instructor will correct and review grammar and pronunciation rules as non-native speakers practice speaking English.  The first class is Monday, November 8 from 12:30 to 2PM at SPEAK!, 313 2nd St.SE, Suite 109 (entrance faces Garrett St.) Call (434) 245-8255 or go to: http://speaklanguagecenter.com/ for more information.


*********************************
I – IN THE NEWS: CHARLOTTESVILLE GROUP PROTESTS DENIAL OF DRIVER’S LICENSES AT DMV

On Wednesday, October 27 a group gathered outside of Charlottesville's Department of Motor Vehicles to protest Governor Bob McDonnell's decision that work permits will no longer serve as sufficient documentation for immigrants to obtain a driver's license. The group, coordinated by Reform Immigration for America, says work permits should be considered a valid form of identification. 

"[Immigrants] came here, they're here legally. Because of the governor's new law, they can't get a driver's license to go to work, get their kids from school, and get groceries," said Meghan McNamara, from Reform Immigration for America. Governor McDonnell introduced the legislation in September. Since the legislation's introduction, similar rallies have been held across the state. 

To view a video news report of this event (2 minutes, 10 seconds), go to: http://www.newsplex.com/video?clipID=5236470&autoStart=true&contentID=105917268


*********************************

J – UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

Thursday, December 9: CJ Roundtable – Great Opportunity To Learn About Who Is Doing What In The Latino Community, To Network, And To Share Information 
CJ Roundtables are offered twice a year to allow organizations, service providers, and members of the community an opportunity to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in starting in an effort to encourage networking, partnering and other support of these projects and interests.

CJ Plenaries are free, conducted in English and open to the public. Registration, coffee and donuts begins at 9:40 a.m.; the plenary is from 10:00 am – 11:30 am in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th St Ext. For more information about this plenary contact Anna Sullivan at annabsullivan@gmail.com.  

For information on these and many other upcoming meetings, events, and opportunities (job openings, bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work, etc.), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  http://www.cj-network.org.   

***********************
The CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Anna Sullivan, the CJ Program Coordinator.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. as soon as possible and no later than the Friday morning before the Alert is circulated to: cj.cville@gmail.com. 

The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org, is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact cj.cville@gmail.com  Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population. 

If you wish to unsubscribe from this newsletter or add a new email address to the subscription list, please send an email to cj.cville@gmail.com. 
***********************
Martha Trujillo

Martha Trujillo, CJ Chair
mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 
