*************************************************
CJ Alert: October 12 - 25, 2010

The electronic bulletin CJ Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org.   

***************************************************

A – LOCAL MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES: OCTOBER 12 - 25, 2010

B – A MESSAGE FROM MARTHA TRUJILLO, CJ’S CHAIR 

C – THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14: CJ PLENARY - DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN THE LATINO COMMUNITY & ITS EFFECT ON CHILDREN’S ABILITY TO LEARN

D – FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22: RICHMOND WORKSHOP ON THE EXPERIENCES OF LATINO PARENTS OF CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL HEALTHCARE NEEDS 

E – SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13: PARA TI MUJER CONFERENCE

F – WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15: DEADLINE FOR E PLURIBUS UNUM PRIZE APPLICATION

G – CRECIENDO JUNTOS SEEKING VOLUNTEER TO HELP WITH WEEKLY WEB UPDATES

H – LATINO UNDERGRADUATES: CONGRESSIONAL HISPANIC CAUCUS INSTITUTE NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

I – VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY FOR SPANISH SPEAKERS INTERESTED IN PUBLIC HEALTH

J – NEW RESOURCE: MONTHLY NEWSLETTER FOR LATINOS 

K – BILINGUAL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT SHELTER FOR HELP IN EMERGENCY

L – UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES


****************** 
A – LOCAL MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES: OCTOBER 12 - 25, 2010 

For more information about these and many other upcoming initiatives, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org. 
Every Wednesday Morning: Latina Women’s Support Group. Free support group, sponsored by the Women’s Initiative, held at the Word of Faith Church, every Wednesday at 10:00 am.  Transportation and childcare is provided. For more information, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472 or eirvin@thewomensinitiative.org. 

Thursday, October 14: CJ Plenary - Domestic Violence In The Latino Community & Its Effect on Children’s Ability to Learn. See below for details. 

Friday, October 15: CJ Mental Health Work Group will meet from 9-10:30am at The Women’s Initiative, 1007 E High St, Charlottesville, VA. For more information email Elizabeth Irvin at: eirvin@thewomensinitiative.org. 

Friday, October 22: Richmond Workshop on the Experiences of Latino Parents of Children with Special Healthcare Needs. See below for details.

For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org.   


******************************
B – A MESSAGE FROM MARTHA TRUJILLO, CJ’S CHAIR 

Creciendo Juntos would like to thank you for your participation and continued support at our 6th Annual Latino Help Fair held on October 2nd.  During this event, and because of committed community members, we were able to provide medical exams and information to more than 150 Latinos.  

A special recognition to our sponsors VHDA, UVA Cancer Center, and Baja Bean Restaurant. Thank you again to all of you for your help and support.  We hope to see you again at next year’s Latino Help Fair! 


******************************

C – THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14: CJ PLENARY - DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN THE LATINO COMMUNITY & ITS EFFECT ON CHILDREN’S ABILITY TO LEARN
Studies consistently demonstrate that worsening economic conditions increase the incidence of domestic violence. Children who witness or are victims of domestic abuse often have emotional and social developmental problems that negatively impact their ability to learn, their grades, and dropout rates. Educators, social workers, therapists, service providers, church leaders, law enforcement officers, community members and anyone interested in learning more about the programs in place to serve the Latino community are invited to come learn about resources and services available for children and families in situations of domestic violence.
Speakers: 
· Gretchen Ellis is the Director of the Charlottesville/Albemarle Commission on Children and Families. She has over thirty years of experience in planning, juvenile justice, and program coordination, and a long involvement in addressing the needs of children exposed to violence, including launching KidsWatch, the local child victim Multidisciplinary Team, and the Foothills Child Advocacy Center.

· Joe Weaver brings over twenty years of experience working with adolescents in a variety of settings, from working at a day treatment facility for emotionally challenged students, to group facilitation, group home counseling at Elk Hill farm, and, for the past nine years, as the school social worker at Monticello High School in Albemarle County. Joe earned a Masters in School Social Work from VCU.
· Lea M. Calvani is the Child and Adolescent Advocate at The Shelter for Help in Emergency, where she has worked directly with over 100 children this year providing advocacy and counseling services for young people exposed to domestic violence, as well as for their survivor parents. Through her work with ARC of the Piedmont, Virginia Institute of Autism, Charlottesville City Schools, and consulting she has advocated for children and adults with developmental disabilities in a number of capacities.

CJ Plenaries are free, conducted in English and open to the public. Join us on Thursday, October 14 from 10:00-11:30 a.m., in Room A at the Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extended, Charlottesville. Registration, along with coffee and donuts, begins at 9:40. For more information about this plenary contact Gloria Rockhold at grockhold@k12albemarle.org, or Dilcia Colindres at dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org.


*******************************

D – FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22: RICHMOND WORKSHOP ON THE EXPERIENCES OF LATINO PARENTS OF CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL HEALTHCARE NEEDS

Colaborando Juntos and the Chesterfield Mental Health Services Diversity Advisory Committee Present this workshop “The Experiences of Latino Parents of Children with Special Healthcare Needs” on Friday October 22nd, 2010 from 8:30 – 11:00am at the Chesterfield Community Services Board, conference rooms C & D (6801 Lucy Corr Boulevard, Chesterfield, VA 23832). 

About the workshop: The Partnership for People with Disabilities conducted a series of focus groups throughout the Commonwealth with Latino and African American parents who have children with developmental disabilities. This forum will allow a complete dialogue into the experiences discussed by the Latino parents.  The presenters are Maria Isabel Frangenberg, Latino Community Liaison for the VCU Family 2 Family Center and the Partnership with People with Disabilities; Dr. Sue Murdock, Program Evaluator; and Cecily Rodriguez, Director for the Office of Cultural and Linguistic Competence for the Virginia Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services. 

There will be light refreshments from 8:30 - 9:00 am. Service providers from Social Services, Public Health, Mental Health, Developmental Services, students, and private sector employees are welcome to attend. Register for this free event at: https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?hl=en&pli=1&formkey=dHdCNFJSVWNtRkpfMUlIRjRRUlM1X3c6MQ#gid=0 


*****************************

E – SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13: PARA TI MUJER CONFERENCE

Para Ti, Mujer (For You, Women), a conference for English and Spanish speaking women, will be on Saturday, November 13th from 10:00am - 2:30pm. This year it will be held at the new home of CDP located at 155 Carlton Rd. in Charlottesville. This bilingual conference is free and includes two workshops (Yes You Can with high self esteem & Yes You Can when you get organized), lunch, an inspiring message by Pastor Ydsia Stair from Puerto Rico, and an opportunity for businesses and organizations to exhibit their services.

We are asking that attendees bring one piece of maternity clothing or a package of diapers to donate to the Central Virginia Pregnancy Center. For more information go to:  http://www.hazaelgaray.com/Conferencia-2010.html.


*********************************

F – WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15: DEADLINE FOR E PLURIBUS UNUM PRIZE APPLICATION 

The Migration Policy Institute's National Center on Immigrant Integration Policy is pleased to announce that the application period for the 2011 E Pluribus Unum Prizes is now open. The E Pluribus Unum Prizes national awards program provides four $50,000 prizes annually to exceptionally successful immigrant integration initiatives. The program highlights and rewards outstanding efforts that help immigrants and their children join the mainstream of US society or that bring immigrants and the native born together to build stronger, more cohesive communities. The application is open to individuals, nonprofit and community organizations, businesses, religious groups, and government entities, agencies, or officials operating in the United States. Application rules and procedures can found at www.integrationawards.org/.   


*********************************

G – CRECIENDO JUNTOS SEEKING VOLUNTEER TO HELP WITH WEEKLY WEB UPDATES

Creciendo Juntos (CJ) is a multi-agency network focusing on Charlottesville's Latino population. It is in the process of reorganizing its website www.cj-network.org on Wordpress and needs a volunteer who can spend 1 - 2 hours a week uploading weekly updates. Its present volunteer, a UVA student, has performed this important community service since April 2006. Ideally, his replacement should be able to take on the commitment for at least a year. If you’re interested in providing this valuable service to area Latinos and their service providers, please write annabsullivan@gmail.com.


*********************************

H – LATINO UNDERGRADUATES: CONGRESSIONAL HISPANIC CAUCUS INSTITUTE NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

The Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute will begin its second Spring Congressional Internship Program in February 2011. Applications are now available online at www.chci.org. All program participants will receive a 12 week work experience on Capitol Hill and great benefits: free roundtrip travel to Washington, DC, monthly metro stipends, housing (all expenses paid by CHCI), and a stipend of $3,750 for the 12 weeks in DC. 

This unmatched experience to learn first-hand about our nation’s legislative processes is for college undergraduates enrolled full time in an academic institution. Students of ALL majors that have an interest in the development of public policy and who have demonstrated leadership abilities should apply. Undergraduate Freshman, Sophomores, Juniors and Seniors (Graduating in May or December 2011) are encouraged to apply! 2010 Spring Internship Program Application Deadline is November 5, 2010 

To learn more about the program please visit: http://www.chci.org/internships/. 


*********************************

I – VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY FOR SPANISH SPEAKERS INTERESTED IN PUBLIC HEALTH

The Thomas Jefferson Medical Reserve Corps (TJMRC) is looking for volunteers (both medical and non-medical and those who have bilingual skills) to assist the health department this season with immunization clinics.   

The Medical Reserve Corps augments the community’s ability to respond to public health emergencies. Prior to emergencies, TJMRC volunteers train and participate in emergency preparedness activities. During emergencies, TJMRC volunteers are activated by health department staff to assist in public health emergency response. There are roles for both medical and non-medical volunteers. 

To join the TJMRC visit http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/mrc/. Register in the Virginia Volunteer Health System (VVHS) at https://vms.vdh.virginia.gov/vms/. If you have any questions contact TJMRC@vdh.virginia.gov. Note: All TJMRC volunteers are subject to a background check.


*********************************

J – NEW RESOURCE: MONTHLY NEWSLETTER FOR LATINOS
La mano amiga is a monthly publication written at medium literacy levels for Latinos of any cultural background. Each issue is chock full of pertinent articles on a range of topics. It also includes Spanish-language help-line numbers and websites where Latinos can find further information on their own.  To read and/or print out the newsletter or subscribe, visit http://www.lamanoamiga.org/issues.html.  


*********************************

K – BILINGUAL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT SHELTER FOR HELP IN EMERGENCY

The Shelter for Help in Emergency is seeking women and men from all walks of life to participate in their Winter 2010 Volunteer Training. Volunteers are needed to serve on the hotline as well as serve as Shelter Managers, Court Monitors, Children’s Program Assistants, Office Assistants, and Spanish language interpreters. Internships and other opportunities are also available. 

Training Dates are: November 1st and 3rd (6-9pm) - Mon and Wed, November 8th and 11th (6-9pm) - Mon and Thurs, November 13th (9-1pm) – Saturday, and November 15th and 17th (6-9pm) - Mon and Wed.  Training will be held at the SHE community outreach center: 1415 Sachem Place, Suite 101 Charlottesville, VA 22901. For more information please contact Robin Goldstein at (434) 963-4676 Ext. 5 or by email at rgoldstein@shelterforhelpinemergency.org. 


*********************************
L – UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

CJ Plenaries Fall, 2010:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended. Please note, the November 2010 plenary is on a Wednesday, not Thursday.

Thursday, October 14, 2010: Domestic Violence in the Latino Community & its Effect on Children’s Ability to Learn. Coordinator: Gloria Rockhold grockhold@k12albemarle.org
Wednesday, November 10, 2010: Charlottesville Police Department & its Initiatives with the Latino Population.  Coordinator:  Peter Loach peterl@piedmonthousing.org
Thursday, December 9, 2010: CJ Roundtable. Coordinator:  Anna Sullivan annabsullivan@gmail.com
For information on these and many other upcoming meetings, events, and opportunities (job openings, bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work, etc.), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  http://www.cj-network.org.   

***********************
The CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Anna Sullivan, the CJ Program Coordinator.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. as soon as possible and no later than the Friday morning before the Alert is circulated to: cj.cville@gmail.com. 
The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org, is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact cj.cville@gmail.com  Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population. 

If you wish to unsubscribe from this newsletter or add a new email address to the subscription list, please send an email to cj.cville@gmail.com. 
***********************
Martha Trujillo

Martha Trujillo, CJ Chair
mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 
