CJ Weekly Alert  

January 12 - 18, 2010
The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org  

******************
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

For more information about these and many other upcoming initiatives, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org
Monday, January 11, 2010:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1 pm at PHA. Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  

Wednesday Morning Latina Women’s Support Group. Free support group, sponsored by the Women’s Initiative, held at the Word of Faith Church, every Wednesday at 10.  Transportation and childcare is provided. For more information, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472.

Friday Morning Domestic Violence Bilingual Support Group. The Shelter for Help in Emergency offers a support group for women who have been victims of Domestic Violence every Friday from 10 – 11:30 am in its office 1410 Sachem Place. For more information, contact Dilcia Colindres at 434-960-1941. 

For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org   

********************** 

B – THIS THURSDAY, JANUARY 14, CJ PLENARY:  FORUM - FAITH BASED PERSPECTIVES ON LATINO PROBLEMS 

Please join us to meet leaders from area churches and faith based initiatives (Abundant Life, IMPACT, etc.) and hear them address problems of their Latino members and clients.   
The objective of this CJ panel is to provide a bridge, between the faith based community and other service providers working with Latinos, to enhance understanding about problems facing the Latino community and generate ideas and opportunities to explore partnerships to respond to them.  

The panel will be moderated by Daniel Bannister, Iglesia Fuente de Vida and member of CJ’s Executive Committee.  Speakers will include Rich Hubbard, Iglesia Rios de Agua Viva (formerly Palabra de Fe); Fanny Smedle, Incarnation Church; Claire Moore, Abundant Life Ministry; and Veronica Pina, IMPACT.  During the discussion period, everyone will be given an opportunity to share their knowledge, and after the panel is adjourned at 11:30, attendees will be encouraged to mingle, meet, and exchange contact information.
Registration, coffee & donuts will begin at 9:40 am. This forum is free, open to the public, and in English and Spanish. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am, Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Danniel Bannister at mdbannister@liberty.edu  or 434-426-4122
**********************

C - CHARLOTTESVILLE'S DIALOGUE ON RACE SEEKS MORE LATINO PARTICIPANTS
The Dialogue on Race brings together area residents in a thoughtful, constructive discussion of race relations to identify problems and propose concrete solutions and paths to action that promote racial reconciliation, economic justice and equity. Small groups of 10 to 12 people will meet once a week for six consecutive weeks beginning in late January.

We need your help in getting more Latinos involved.  
Sign up link -  https://www.charlottesville.org/index.aspx?recordid=217&page=454 
Contact Gloria Rockhold with questions - 434-296-5803 or grockhold@k12albemarle.org 
***********************

D - FEBRUARY 4, 2010: FREE WORKSHOP FOR SERVICE PROVIDERS – HELPING LATINOS OBTAIN DMV AND OTHER DOCUMENTS 

Leni Gonzalez, Department of Motor Vehicles, will talk about the problems and obstacles Latinos face obtaining a U.S. legal ID.  Learn DMV´s requirements for obtaining or renewing an ID or driver’s license, purchasing license plates, etc. Also service providers will learn to identify a Green Card, Work Permit, and how to obtain an individual taxpayer identification number (ITIN) to file taxes.  This workshop is designed for all service providers working with Latinos. Join us on Thursday, February 4th at 10:30 at the United Way office. Space is limited; please RSVP with Martha Trujillo at (434) 972-1703 or (434) 972-1703.

***********************

E - BILINGUAL EMPLOYMENT VACANCIES

Bilingual Patient Representative at Firstsource Assist uninsured patients through the often difficult and confusing process of applying for public assistance (Medicaid/FAMIS).  For more information or to apply, go to: http://hotjobs.yahoo.com/job-JZBENCU07JM
Crutchfield - Bilingual Sales and Customer Support 
Charlottesville AIDS/HIV Services Group

Charlottesville 2010 Census Team
Region Ten Clinician, Access
  

Region Ten Prevention Specialist (Strengthening Families Program)

For details about these and other bilingual employment and volunteer vacancies in our area, and for information on bilingual professionals seeking such positions, visit the Community Announcement section of the CJ website at www.cj-network.org
***********************

F – NEW STUDIES ON LATINOS RE TO EDUCATION AND MENTAL HEALTH 

Half of Southern public schools are minorities.  The South is the first region in the country where more than half of public school students are poor and members of minorities.  This is due to an influx of Latinos and other ethnic groups, the return of blacks to the South and higher birth rates among black and Latino families.  Read an overview (2010) by the Southern Education Foundation at  http://www.sefatl.org/showTeaser.asp?did=620 or visit media reports at http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/07/us/07south.html ; http://marketplace.publicradio.org/display/web/2010/01/07/pm-latinos-in-college-i/
 

About half of all Americans who are clinically depressed don't receive proper treatment for it, especially Latinos.  According to the study, Mexican Americans and African Americans were least likely to get care for their depression. Among other highlights, the study breaks down large ethnic and racial groups into smaller groups in order to determine differences in treatment..  Read more on the National Institute for Mental Health study (2010) at http://www.nimh.nih.gov/science-news/2009/just-over-half-of-americans-diagnosed-with-major-depression-receive-care.shtml  or http://www.nydailynews.com/lifestyle/health/2010/01/05/2010-01-05_half_of_clinically_depressed_americans_dont_get_proper_treatment_particularly_mi.html#ixzz0c3duu4T5
***********************

F - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES  

Unless indicated, the following are free, in English, and open to the public.  

For more information on these and many other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work or job openings), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS SECTION OF THE CJ WEBSITE:  http://www.cj-network.org  
Monday, February 1, 2010:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 2 pm at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact wlfwmn@gmail.com or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit our webpage on the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org 
Wednesday, February 3, 2010:  Casa del Padre’s English for Success! Begins. During this English  program for Latinos “students will not only receive reading, writing and speaking instruction but, they will also gain confidence, cultural knowledge, computer skills, library cards, civics and much more.  We will help those that need it with Spanish literacy.” Contact:  Pastora Hazael Garay at 434-989-2508 or hazaelgaray@gmail.com  
Thursday, February 4, 2010: Workshop for Service Providers – Helping Latinos Obtain DMV and Other Documents.  Leni Gonzalez, Department of Motor Vehicles, will talk about the problems and obstacles Latinos face obtaining a U.S. legal ID.  Learn DMV´s requirements for obtaining or renewing an ID or driver’s license, purchasing license plates, etc. Also service providers will learn to identify a Green Card, Work Permit, and how to obtain an individual taxpayer identification number (ITIN) to file taxes.  At 10:30 at the United Way office. Space is limited; RSVP with Martha Trujillo at (434) 972-1703  (434) 972-1703.
Monday, February 8, 2010:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1 pm at PHA. Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  

Thursday, February 11, 2010: CJ Plenary:  Southwood Update: 2009 Survey Results and Habitat’s Response with consultant firm, Habitat for Humanity and Southwood representatives.  This CJ panel is free, open to the public, and in English. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Linda Hemby at lhemby@albemarle.org 

Monday, March 1, 2010:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. At 2 pm at the SHE main office by Albemarle High School. To visit or join the group, please contact wlfwmn@gmail.com or  aemiller@ntelos.net    For more information about our work, visit our webpage on the CJ website:  www.cj-network.org 
Monday, March 8, 2010:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon to 1 pm at PHA. Contact Dilcia Colindres at dilciacolindres@msn.com  if you plan to come.  Lunch is served.  

Thursday, March 11, 2010: CJ Plenary - Latino Legal Issues, facilitated by Doug Ford (UVa Immigration Clinic), with attorneys Eddie Summers, Tim Frielich, Elva Mason and Erin Trodden. This CJ forum is free, open to the public, and in English and Spanish. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Linda Hemby at lhemby@albemarle.org 

Thursday April 8, 2010: Latinos & Mental Health facilitated by Elizabeth Irvin (The Women’s Initiative), with UVA’s Dr. Sandy Lopez-Baez, Ingrid Ramos (Charlottesville League of Therapists) and other Latino mental health providers. This CJ panel is free, open to the public, and in English and Spanish. Time: 10 am – 11:30 am; Registration, coffee & donuts begin at 9:40. Place: Albemarle County Office Building/5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A. For more information about this CJ plenary, contact Elizabeth Irvin at 434-964-6472.

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Years 2009 - 2010:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg). Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:40 am. The plenaries begin promptly at 10:00 am and are adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. 

***********************

The weekly CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. as soon as possible and no later than the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org     

The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org    Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Dilcia Colindres

Chair, Creciendo Juntos (CJ) and

Advocate for the Spanish-speaking Community

PO Box 3013

Charlottesville, VA 22903

dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org   

434-963-4676 Ext. 4

